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HISTORY OF EYOLAYD 

FROM 1603 TO THE PRESEXT TIME. 


THE REIGH OF JAMES THE FIRST. 

(1003-1025.) 

1. THE NEW KING. 

Queen Elizabeth, the last of the Tudors, died in March, 
1603, and the crown of England passed to the prince who 
for many years had been regarded as the only possible 
successor. Janies YI. of Scotland, at this time in his 
thirty-seventh year, was the son of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, and great-grandson of that Princess Margaret, 
daughter of Henry who married the chivalrous 

James IV. of Scotland. He had been king of Scotland 
from his liabyhood, and now that he was a grown man, 
with character fully formed, he was called upon to i^ale 
the larger kingdom. Thus the crowns of England and 
Scotland were united in the person of the first Stuart 
king, though not for yet a hundred years were the 
nations united in one parliament. 

James belonged to an unfortunate family. His great- 
grandfather had fallen on the field of Flodden; his 
grandfather's death was hastened by news of the 
disastrous defeat at Solway Moss; his mother was be- 
headed. "^lis own early life in Scotland had been beset 
with troubles, and his Feign in England was one long 

7 
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failure. When he died, he left his son heir to a quarrel 
which deluged England in blood and brought the king 
to the scaffold, and which was not ended until another 
king had been driven to seek safety in flight. In order 
to understand something of the causes of this misfortune 
and failure, we must try to realize the state of England 
when James came to govern it, and to see what there 
was in his character wliieh made success impossible. 

England had just lost one of the very greatest of her 
sovereigns. Elizabeth, through forty-five years of danger 
and difficulty, had so acted as to win the unbounded love 
and admiration of her subjects. She had been masterful, 
and violent, and sometimes cruel, but she had always 
known when to give way, and when to be merciful. Slie 
had chosen wise ministers, whom she trusted tliough site 
was not above abusing them. In particular, Englishimui 
felt that she was with them and for them against the 
world. She was English to the backbone, and the interests 
of the nation were safe in her hands. Perhaps the 2'>roudeHt 
moment of her life was when she rode at Tilbury among 
her troops gathered to resist the Armada, and won their 
frantic cheers by her declaration: “ I know that I hai'e 
thd body but of a weak and feeble woman, but I liave 
the heart of a king, and of a king of England too ”. 

The last years of her life were spent in comparative 
repose. Spain was defeated; plots had been stamped 
out; and there was a lull in the contest between Roman 
Catholics, Churchmen, and Puritans. But the nation in 
general felt great distrust of the Roman Catholics, who 
were believed to be capable of all manner of deceit and' 
treachery; and the Puritans, who were eager for a 
thorough reform in church doctrine and government, 
were, like the Catholics, punished for not conforming to 




10 


THE EEIGN OP JAMES THE FIRST. 


the established worship of the land. All these parties 
hoped for better treatment from the new sovereign. 

Neither in person nor in character \Vas the new king 
likely to please Engdishmen. In the jilace of the handsome 
Heniy VIII. and the stately Elizabeth men saw an awk- 
ward, big-headed figure, with prominent eyes, a tongue 

too large for his 

James I. On difficult ques- 

tions of religion or 
politics, he was fond also of gay and riotous companions, 
with whom he indulged ^ coarse jesting and undignified 
fooling. Though his own life was pure, among the 
members of his court were some of the most evil men 
of the time. 








J ames’s learning was a misfortune rather than a ble.ssing 
to him. He was undoubtedly clever, and so proiKl of his 
cleverness that he .believed nobbdy could be right but 
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liimself. Though his plans were often wise and excellent, 
yet he never learnt how to pnt them wisely into practice. 
A witty French statesman, the Duke of Sully, called him 
the wisest fool in Christendom He never understood 
the temper and spirit of Eng-lishmeii; he wished to be 
as absolute a king as Henry VIII. had been, and could 
not sec how greatly the circumstances of the nation had 
changed since Henry’s time. 

One belief he had which was the chief cause of all the 
trouble of the next hundred yeans. He believed in the 
“divine right of kings”: that is, he thought that he was 
king, not merely by descent, but by some special ordinance 
of God. He declared that altliougli a good king would 
rule according to law, yet he was not bound to do so 
unless he chose, and that the people ought to accept his 
will as law with unquestioning obedience. In a wise 
king this belief might have caused no trouble; in a foolish 
one, as we shall see, it worked terrible mischief. 


2. EELIGIOUS PARTIES. 

A warning of his approaching difficulties came to James 
before he reached London. He was met near I^^^ewmarJfcet 
by a number of Puritan clergymen, who presented to him 
a petition^ asking that certain changes should be made 
in the teaching and ceremonies of the Church. They made 
their request with some confidwce, because tfee changes 
they desired had already been made in the kingdom from 
which James had just come. But James had much cause 
to dislike these zealous religious reformers. They had 
irritated him beyond endurance in his own country, by 

^ Called the “Millenary Petition”, beeaiise it was intended to get 1000 
signatures to it (Lat. milJe, a thousand). 
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what he considered their want of respect for his liigh 
office, and his release from their severity was one of the 
benefits he expected from his accession ter the larger 
throne. All James would promise was that a conference 
should be held, at Avhich he would discuss the subjects of 
the petition with the bishops and some of the petitioners. 

The conference was held in the beginning of 1004 . 
Some of the Pui’itan demands James was inclined to 
agree to; but he had no sympathy with their dislike of 
the sign of the cross in baptism, of the surplice, and of 
the ring in the marriage ceremony, and he refused to 
have these abolished. The unlucky mention of the word 
“ Presbytery ” by one of the Puritan divines provoked a 
violent outbui-st from the king, who abused the petitioners 
and then drove them from the room. The Scots had 
adopted the Presbyterian form of church government, 
which James hated, because, he said, it placed Tom, Dick, 
and Jack in a position to criticise him and his council. 
Declaring that if the Puritans could talk of nothing but 
Presbyteries he would harry them out of the laud' “ or 
else do worse ”, he broke up the conference. One lasting 
good resulted from it — the publication, seven years after- 
wafds, of a revised translation of the Bible, which is .still 
in common use, and which will remain for ever a noble 
monument of literary English. 

^ Finding that the king was so firmly on their side, the 
bishops vemtured to issu,g some new church laws which 
were entirely contrary to the views of the Puritairs. Two 
hundred clergymen who would not accept them were 
turned out of their livings, and, leaving the Church alto- 
gether, became Nonconformists. 

The Eoman Catholics, like the Puritans, had hoped 
much from their n«w sovereign! They suffered under 
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cruelly severe laws. They had to pay heavy fines if 
convicted of non-attendance at their parisli church; the 
priest who celebrated mass, and the people who attended 
it, were alike liable to die the death of traitors. As James’s 
mother had been a Roman Catholic, the Catholics expected 
that James would relax some of these laws; indeed, he 
had let it be known that he was inclined to do so. But 
when it came to the point, he found that the feeling of 
the Parliament, and of his own ministers, was altogether 
against any change; and, moreover, he could not bring 
himself to give up the revenue yielded by the Catholic 
fines. Plots, too, were formed against him, in which 
Catholics and Puritans shared; and the result was that 
the laws were put in force with even more seveiity, and 
the jiriests were banished from the country. 

This harsh treatment produced the famous Gun]iowder 
Plot of 1605. Under the leadership of a gentleman named 
Robert Catesby, a number of Catholics formed tlu^ design 
of blowing up the Houses of Parliament on the first d;i}’ 
of the session, when the king, his sons, and his ministers 
would all be present. The cellars under the House of 
Lords were rented, and there the conspirators stored 
soifie barrels of gunpowder. Running short of mouc'y, 
they sought help from some wealthy men, one of whom, 
having a friend in the House of Lords, warned him in 
an anonymous letter not to attend the opening of Parlia- 
ment. Tke letter was ];)rought before the council, Avlio 
allowed James to claim the credit of being- the first to 
suspect, from one of its dark pln-ases, that gunpowder 
was to be employed. 

Two days before the meeting of Parliament the collars 
were searched, and the gunpowder was discovered in the 
charge of a Yorkshire Catholic soldier of fortune named 
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Guy Fawkes. He was arrested; the other conspirators, 
wlio were waiting in Warwickshire for news of the 
ex 2 :)lo.sion, Ited ujjeii they heard of the failure of their 
scheme. They fought desf)erate]y when overtaken ; 
Cate,sb}' and another Avere killed, and the rest, Avith 
Fawkes, were tried for treason and put to a horrible 
death. 

The result of the detection of this evil scheme w^as that 
the Catholics Avere hated and persecuted more than ever. 
It Avas forgotten that only a feAV desjAerate men had been 
engaged in the plot; e\'ery Catholic AAms regai'ded as 
ca^Aable of any enormity, and for many years the Catho- 
lics AA’ere de^irived of I'ights Avhich other citizens enjoyed. 


3. PAELIAMENT. 

Fi’om the beginning to the end of his reign, James AA'as 
in difficulties AAuth his jAarliaments. The poAA’^ers of Par- 
liament AA’ere not then so clearly fixed as they are now, 
and most peo^Dle thought that Parliament existed, not to 
projAOse measures indejAendently of the king, or to control 
his ministers, but simjily to A’ote grants of money, and 
adA'ise the king vdien he asked adAuce. But PaidianS’ent 
itself AAms beginning to have larger notions of its duties, 
and James had not the good sense to humour it, as 
Elizabeth had done. 

The first cause of disagreement was the religious ques- 
tion. Parliament, though not wholly Puritan in charac- 
ter, wished James to giv^e AA'ay to some of the demands 
of the Puritans, because it believed that by so doing he 
would increase the Church’s power for good. The mem- 
bers w6re angry at his refusal, and this, together with 
their dislike and jealousy of the Scotemen who thronged 
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his court, led them to raise a short-sighted opposition 
to his proposal for a complete union with .Scotland. Tlius 
James was ofteuded in turn. 

There was disagreement also on money matters. Eliza- 
beth, with all her thrift, had been unable to govern the 
country without getting into debt. James, ha\ing left 
a poor country for a lich one, carelessly plunged into 
extravagance which enormously increased his debts, and 
left him constantly short of money. To supply his wants 
he imposed duties on articles of trade without asking the 
consent of Parliament; and the judges decided, in the 
case of a merchant who refused to pay, that the. Icing 
was only acting within his right. Sir Robert Cecil (Earl 
of Salisbury), who till his death in 1612 was chief minis- 
ter, at once levied new impositions, as taxes of this kind 
were called. 

Irritated at this, the Commons tried to make a bargain 
with James. They induced him to agree to give ujj, in 
return for £200,000 a year, some taxes which were one 
of the last remnants of the feudal system. They promised 
to allow him the greater part of the imjjositions, if lie 
would agree that no more should be levied without a 
grtot from Parliament. Disputes arose on the details 
of the plan, with the unfortunate result that the Gre<it 
Contract, as it was called, was given up. 

These disagreements led James to try to do without a 
Parliament. After Cecil’s death, instead of seeking the 
advice of wise men, such as Bacon, the lord chancellor, he 
trusted to young and shallow favourites, who had nothing 
to recommend them but grace, good looks, and a lively 
manner. The first of these was Robert Can-, created Earl 
of Somerset, who by and by fell into disgi-ace and was 
replaced by Georg* Villiers, afterwards Duke of Buck- 
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ingiiaiB, a man who had a most injurious influence in 
public aftairs. 

In his rekitioirs with foreign countries James was as 
unsuccessful in pleasing the nation as in purely domestic 
business. Spain was the country which Englishmen 
hated and despised more than any other, and j^et Janies 
was actually proposing to make an alliance with Spain. 
His intention was good: he wished, by connecting him- 
self with the strongest continental power, to keep peace 
in Europe, and to prevent further quarrels between the 
Catholic and the Protestant nations. But he did not un- 
derstand how Englishmen felt with regard to the country 
which had done its best to crush the Protestant religion 
and to conquer England. When, therefore, he proposed 
to many his eldest son, Henry, to a Spanish princess — 
with an eye to the dowry she would bring, as well as to 
the political benefits of an alliance with Spain — the 
English temper was thoroughly aroused. Prince Henry 
died in his nineteenth year, but Janies formed a similar 
marriage scheme for his suiAuving son, Charles, though 
circumstances caused it to be dropped for a time. 

The death of Prince Henry was a great blow to the 
nation, for his kindliness and good sense had given 
promise of a useful and successful life. His popularity 
was shared by liis favourite sister, the princess Elizabeth, 
who was married in the year after her brother's death to 
Frederick, the Elector Palatine, tho^ chief of the PK)testant 
princes of Germany. Englishmen were much pleased 
by this marriage. In the year 1619 a revolution in 
Boliomia drove the Catholic king from the throne and 
set Eliziabeths husband in his place. When news reached 
England that the Spaniards were preparing to expel 
Frederick from Bohemia, Englishmen were eager to fight 

(M 242) B 
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on his behalf, and many volunteers joined his army. His 
defeat at Prague, in the first gi-eat battle of tlie Thirt\' 
Years’ War, caused intense anger and excitement in Eng- 
land, and a new Parliament, which met in 1621, was ready 
to grant immediate supplies for a war with Spain. 

But James, loving peace, and confident in his powers of 
persuasion, hesitated to take decided action on behalf of 
his son-in-law. He promised that if negotiations failed 
he would send a force to the Palatinate ; but the Commons 
were irritated by the delay, and turned their attention, in 
no pleasant humour, to the discussion of homo affairs. 


4. THE END OF THE REIGN. 

James’s lavish expenditure and subjection to self- 
seeking favourites made his court a hot-bed of political 
coiTuption. High places in the State wore sold fiN.'olj', 
and if a man wished to be made a peer he had only to give 
a handsome present to my lord Buckingham. 'Trade 
monopolies, too, were in great part in the hands of tin.' 
court, and though designed for the encoui-ageineiit of 
trade and the protection of inventions, they often 
resulted in injustice and oppression. 

To these abuses the Commons now turned their atten- 
tion. They first attacked the monopolies, with so much 
determination that James wisely abolished the woi-st of 
them, and allowed sonvj of the holders of them to be 
punished. The Commons then proceeded against no less 
a personage than the lord-chiincellor of the realm. 
Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam, famous to after ages as a 
writer and philosopher, had done good work for England, 
and might have done better if James would hafe heeded 
his advice. 
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He was charged hy tlie Coinnioiis with receiving 
bril^es in the course of his legal duties in the chancery 
court. In those days the salaries of judges were small, 
and it was the custom for the successful party in a suit 
to pay the judge a high fee. Bacon admitted that he 
had received such presents both before and after cases had 


been decided, though 
he assured the Lords 
who examined the 
charges against him 
that he had never 
allowed his j udgm eiits 
to be influenced hy 
such payments. He 
said, no doubt with 
perfect truth, that he 
had been the justest 
judge in England 
vsince the time of his 
father, Elizabeth’s 
chancellor, 8ir Nicho- 
las. Condemned hy 
the Lords, Bacon was 



sentenced to pay a 


Sir Francis Bacon. 


lieaA^y fine, to be im- 


prisoned during the king’s pleasure, and to be for ever 


banished from office and the oourt. The fine and the 


imprisonment were remitted by the king: but the sentence, 
besides striking a blow at corruption in high places, 
showed that Parliament held the king's ministers resiion- 
sible to it. This claim had greatconsequences in after years. 

James was still anxious to marry his son Charles to a 
Spanish princess. Such a marriage could not be brought 
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about unless he would promise to allow the Rumaii 
Catholics freedom of worship in England. _ The Coiimions 
were altogether opposed to this, and drew uj/a petition 
asking that the laws against the Catholics should he more 
strictly carried out, and that the prince should tind a 
Protestant wife. James was angry at what he considered 
meddlesome interference with his family concerns, and 
told the Commons to mind their own business, declaring 
that he had the power to punish any of them if their 
conduct displeased him. This led to a strong jirotest 
from the Commons, who asserted that they had the right 
to discuss with absolute freedom matters connected with 
the State. A few days later James sent for the journals 
of the House, and tore out the leaf containing this iiro- 
test, as though by doing so he could destroy men’s rights 
and curb their speech. 

So far from giving up the idea of the Spanish marriage, 
he held to it still more firmly. He thought that the King 
of Spain would be willing to restore the Elector Palatine 
tc his dominions if, under the marriage contract, liberty 
of worship were granted to the Roman Catholics in Eng- 
land. The bright idea occurred to Buckingham of a plan 
to hasten matters. It was not usual in those days for 
princes to court in person the ladies they wished to mai'ry, 
and Buckingham thought that if Charles went to Madrid 
to visit the princess, her father would be pleased by the 
complimeift, and be ready, to pi'omise anything. 

So the two young men set out, and reached Madrid 
after a number of amusing and sometimes dangerous 
adventures. But they utterly failed to achieve their 
object; their easy manners offended the stiff Spaniards, the 
young princess herself declared she would nevei* marry 
a Protestant, and tKe king demanded concessions which 
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even Charles, ready as he was with promises, dared not 
promise. Charles was indignant; and when he returned 
to England eager to go to war with Spain, the nation 
was delighted. 

The menibei’s of 
the new Parlia- 
ment then sum- 
moned were in 
a mood to grant 
ample supplies; 
but their ardour 
was damped when 
they learnt that 
Charles was to 
marry, instead of 
the Sj)anish prin- 
cess, the Catholic 
sister of the King 
of Fi-ance. Buck- 
ingham saw that it 
would be useless in these circumstances to ask Parliament 
for money, but he was determined nevertheless to go to 
war. An army was quickly raised to help the Elector 
against Spain, and was jmt under the command of Count 
Mansfeld, an adventurous officer of the Elector’s. But 
the men, sent to Holland without money or provisions, 
soon fell a prey to want and disease, and the 'Expedition 
ended in miserable failure. 

A few months afterwards, James died. He had begun 
to doubt the wisdom of his favourite Buckingham, who 
had of late shared with Charles the guidance of affairs. 
The ne^ king began his reign with Buckingham as his 
friend and adviser. 



George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. 
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5. THE ULSTEE SETTLEMENT— THE EIEST COLONIES. 

The reign of James I. is important, not o’nly for tho 
beginning of the struggle between King and Parliament, 
but also for momentous events in the history of Ire kind, 
and for the beginning of the British Colonies. 

Ever since the time when Henry II. began tho conijuest 
of Ireland, that country had been a source of trouble to 
England. It had never been really subdued, and remain- 
ing attached to the Koman Catholic Church at the Refor- 
mation, the hatred which the native Irish felt for tlie 
English was increased by religious differences. One after 
another the English govemoi-s had failed to jiut down 
disorder and establish peaceful government. If iiuelled 
for a time, rebellion broke out again as soon as the strong 
hand was removed. 

In James’s reign, an excellent governor, Lord Monntjoy, 
raised a line of forts in the north-west, by means of \vJuch 
he was able to prevent the men of Ulster, undci- their 
chief, the Earl of Tyrone, from making war. Mountjoy’s 
successor, a high-minded officer named Arthur Chichester, 
endeavoui’ed to protect the poor against the oppression 
of their own chiefs; and his rule was so firm that, after a 
vain attempt at resistance, Tyi-one fled from the country. 

Then, in order to secure a lasting settlement, Chichester 
proposed a method of dealing with the lands of the i-ebel 
Irish chi^s, which were? forfeited to the English crown. 
His plan was to give back to the Irish lords and their 
followers some of the best of the land, and to divide the 
rest among industrious English and Scotch settler’s of 
good character. When the division was made, the best 
land was given, contrary to Chichester’s wish, to the 
English and Scotch, and the Irish had to put up with 
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what was left. Thej’’ were intensely angry at tliis, the 
more so as they^ regarded the whole land as theirs by 
right, and the new settlers as foreign thieves. The ar- 
rangement secured peace and prosperity in Ulster, for 
the Bi'itish settlers worked with a will at cultivating 
their lands. But the ill-feeling* created among’ the natives 
by the wrong done them has never died away. 

We saw in the previous volnnio that Sir Walter 
Raleigh had conceived the idea of founding a colony in 
America under the name Virginia. When Raleigh was 
prevented his imprisonment from attenijDting to carry 
out his idea, it was taken up by a conipanj* of merchants, 
who obtained from James a chaider under the title of the 
Virginia Company, giving them permission to colonize 
the new countiy. An expedition was prepared and sent 
out to Yirgdnia in 1607. Among its members was a 
man named John Smith, whose life forms one of the 
most romantic stories in English history. A native of 
Lincolnshire, before he was thirty years old he had 
fought in the Netherlands and in Germany ; he had been 
sold as a slave in Constantinople, and after eseaj)ing had 
fought against the Moors in Spain. It was his coui’age 
and dogged resolution that prevented the expedition from 
becoming an utter failure. 

After passing through a period of difficulty and dis- 
tress, the colony of Virginia was firmly established. The 
colonists occupied themselves chiefly in tobacco^lanting, 
and before long they heeanie a wealthy community. 
Other colonists came from England from time to time, 
and by and by Maryland was settled, to the north of 
Virginia. The people of these colonies were mainly 
members’ of the Church of England and Catholics of 
gentle birth. They allowed fr-eedom "n religion, and he- 
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coming' owners of large estates, lived lilce country gentle- 
men at liome. They worked their estates by slave labour, 
and were the founders of the prosperous southern states 
of America. 

Thirteen years after the Virginian expedition, a very 
different band of emigrants sailed across the Atlantic in 
the Mouyjlo'weT:, and made a settlement on the bleaker 
shores of New England. These were Puritans who, after 
living for some years in Holland to escape persecution 
in England, had decided to seek a new home in America. 
They were mainly farmers and tradesmen, and in ilieir 
American home they canned on the occupations they had 
followed in England. They, too, had their difficulties. 
Disease carried off half theii' number, but others came to 
join them as persecution in England became more severe, 
and the colony survived all perils and in time became 
prosperous. 

The New England colonists were not so easy-going and 
tolerant as the people of Virginia. They were sonif^what 
hard and narrow-minded, and would allow no one to stay 
among them who did not think as they did in religious 
matters. 

Virginia, New England, and Mai^yland were thus tlie 
hrst British colonies. At first they were governed fr'om 
England, but very soon it was found that they must 
allowed to look after their own affairs. So they elected 
parliam^ts of their own, though they still owned allegi- 
ance to the English crown. 


24 












Departure of the Pilgrim Fathers from Delft Htiveii, July, W20 


26 


THE REIGN OF CHARLES THE FIRST. 


THE REIGH OF CHARLES THE FIRST. 

(lt525-ll.!4R) 

1. THE RULE OF BUUKINCTTAjM.-I. 

Cliarles I., who became king at tlie age ot‘ t^’ciity-five, 
had more than his share of the misfortunes of the Stuart 
family. Delicate, as a boy, he had liad no regular educa- 
tion, and had thus missed the opiiortunity of mental im- 
provement which study provides. Shy and reserved, liis 
boyish admiration was captivated by the showy Bucking- 
ham, whose good looks, high spirits, and easy manners 
concealed his ignorance and folly. Alternately jjetted 
and scolded by his father, Chailes was a spoilt child, 
determined to have his own wa^% and sullen if his will 
was opposed. With nothing of his father’s al)ility, ho 
had more than James’s obstinacj^ and firm belief in his 
‘divine right’; and to these he added a disjiosition to 
make, if it suited his immediate purpose, pi’omises which 
he would break without hesitation. 

His troubles began at once. He thought that he could 
act in entire independence of the wishes of Parliament, 
aifd yet obtain from Parliament grants of money which, 
for all it knew, might be used for purposes and in wa>'s 
of which it did not approve. He demanded from his 
first Parliament a large sum of money for the purpose of 
earrying«on a war witlv Spain. But there were se^T>ral 
reasons why the Commons were unwilling to make a 
large grant. The war had opened with the disaster to 
Mansfield’s expedition, for which they blamed Bucking- 
ham, and they were by no means sure that the money 
they might vote would be spent in such a way ds to win 
success. They al?ro found that Charles had broken a 
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promise made in connection with Ms marriage with the 
Freneli Princess Henrietta — the promise that the Koinan 
Catliolic worship should not be allowed in England. 

These, with othej* causes, induced the Commons to make 
only a small grant, and to vote a tax, called tonnage and 
2:)<nind(ige, for one 
year only, instead 
of for the king's 
life, as was usually 
done. They also 
asked Charles to en- 
force more strictly 
tlie laws agninst 
Catholics. Charles 
was irritated afc 
their want of con- 
fidence, and when 
lie heard that they 
proposed to im- 
peach Buckingham 
he hastily dissoh'ed 
Parliament. 

Thinking that 
the members would 
be in a more generous humour if some great success were 
gained in the war, Buckingham organized an expedition 
to sack the Spanish fortress-town of Cadiz. But this 
expedition, unlike those of Drake and Essex years before, 
turned out a comifiete failure, and did Buckingham's name 
and influence nothing but harm. The king’s difficulties 
caused him to summon a second Parliament, from which he 
cunningly kept the men who had been his principal oppo- 
nents in the first by making them slierifife in their counties. 



King Chiirle& the Eirst 
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One man, however, of the 'highest character and alsility 
stood forth as leader of the party ojiposed to the king. 
This was Sir John Eliot, a Cornish squire -who had been 
Buckingham’s friend, but who, seeing that Buckingham 
was working ruin for his country, became bis most 
determined opponent. Eliot took a prominent part in 
drawing up articles of impeachment against the favourite, 
in which, along with much that was true, there wore also 
false and ungenerous charges made. Charles, determined 
that Parliament should not control his ministers, sent 
Eliot a prisoner to the Tower, but the Commons refused 
to go on with their business until he was released. Finding 
that there was no hope of agTeement unless he dismissed 
Buckingham, the king again dissolved Parliament, without 
having got the money he wanted. 


2. THE RULE OF BUCIvINGHAM.~II. 

Charles was now at his wit’s end to find the momfy 
that was absolutely necessary to meet the expenses ui 
government, and to furnish the support which had been 
promised to struggling Protestants abroad. He first 
bought of what was called a free gift, which was 
really a demand, made in each county by the county 
officials, that the people should make a present of a good 
sum to the king. This roused so much opposition, and 
money «came in so slpwly, that Charles wont a step 
further and arranged for a forced loav.. By this, men 
were compelled to “lend” money to the king, without 
interest, and with but small prospect of repayment. '’.I’ho 
judges at once decided that such a demand was illegal, 
and the chief justice was dismissed from offie'e for ven- 
turing to dispute «the will of the king. 
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Encouraged by the judge.s' decision, several rich men 
refused to lend money, and Charles immediately sent 
them to prison. Poor men suffered still worse, for some 
were told that if they did not pay they would he carried 
off as soldiers to the war, while others were forced to 
find board and lodging for the rough, half-starved soldiers 
whom Charles had not money enough to pay. 

At this critical time war broke out with France. 
Charles had acted towards the French king with his 
usual want of good faith, and among the causes of the 
quarrel between the countries was the dismissal <jf the 
queen’s French attendants, whom Charles sent away b(.‘- 
eause, while they influenced her, he said, he could not call 
his wife his own. It happened that the Pivjtesttints of 
Rochelle, on the south-west coast of France, had i-ebelled 
against the French king, and were standing a siege. 
Buckingham arranged for an expedition to proceed to 
their help, and took the command himself. Not alto- 
gether through fault of his, this afiair, like the Cadiz 
expedition, was an utter failure, and the English peojilc* 
were furious at the disgrace. 

Preparations were begun for another expedition, mid 
meanwhile money was wanted more than ever. A third 
Parliament was called, and among the members w'ere. the.* 
same men who had before resisted Charles, and who wm-e 
now determined to put a stop to the wrongs of which 
the couijtry complained^ Led by Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
a rich and able Yorkshire gentleman who had himself 
been imprisoned for refusing to lend to the king, the. 
Commons drew up the famous Petition of Right, decTaring 
that they would vote no supplies until Charles had agreed 
to its articles. In this petition they demanded that no 
gift, loan, or tas* should be levied without consent of 
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Parliament, that no man snonld be imprisoned without 
cause shown, that soldiers should not be billeted cu 
private houses, and that no man should be judged by 
martial law in time ot* peace. 

Charles only gave his assent to tliis important bill 
after much hesitation. The members, pleased at having 
won their point, granted a large sum of money, but then 
proceeded to draw up a remonstrance*’ against certain 
evils in the govermiient of Church and State, and par- 
ticularly against the actions of Buckingham. Charles 
1 ‘efused either to dismiss Buckingham or to allow him to 
make any answer to their charges: and when the Com- 
mons again raised the question of tonnage and poundage, 
he at once prorogued the Parliament. 

Meanwhile Buckingliam was 23reparing to start with 
his second exj^edition to Rochelle. He knew how much 
he was hated, and some of his friends advised him to be 
on his guard against violence: but he was not without 
a kind of lofty courage which scorned to take any jire- 
caution. He was at Portsmouth, just ready to embark, 
when, as he loft the breakfast-i'oom one moruiiig, lie was 
met by a half -mad officer named Felton, who struck him 
a heavy blow with a dagger, crying, God have mercy 
on thy soul!” Buckingham fell dead; one great enemj" 
of the Parliament was removed. 


3 . THE TYEAN3[Y.— I. 

King Charles, left without his friend and adviser by 
the murder of Buckingham, found an active and zealous 
sup 2 )orter in William Laud, Bisho|> of London. Laud 
was a man of pure life and unselfish aims, but one who 
was fatally lacking in tlie pei'sonal cKarm and the sym- 
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pathetic mind which win resliect and love. Observinw 
the disorders in the Chnrch, and the want of agreement 
between clergymen with regard to doctrine and ceremony, 
Laud wislied to settle these differences by enforcing uni- 
formity in belief and worship throughout the land, in 

accordance with 
the practice of the 
Chureli before the 
rise of the Puri- 
tans. He was him- 
self strongly in 
favour of high 
ceremonial, and as 
strongly op])os<‘d 
to some of the 
doctrines of the 
strict Cal vinists, 
and he couhl not 
see that the mo- 
tives of tliose who 
differed from him 
miglit bo as pure 
as his own. 

For some years it had been the custom to place the 
communion-table near the centre of the church, wdiero it 
had been available for any member of the congregation 
to rest hjs hat upon. Laud believed that the right place 
for the table was within rails at the east end of the 
church, and that it should he treated with great i'e\'«ir- 
enee as an altar. Ministers had also been accustomed to 
travel about the country, preaching in the churelies of 
other ministers. Laud disapproved of this, thinking that 
a minister should not, as a rule, 'preach anywhere but in 
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liis own church. He or<]ered all the elergymen of his own 
diocese to do as he wished in these and other matters, and 
those Puritans 'who refused were brought before the High 
Coniiiiission Court, of which Land was president, and 
punished. 

The House of Commons, as a whole, was opposed to 
Laud, because the members believed that his course of 
action would in the end bring* England again under the 
power of the Pope. They also considered that the king* 
had no riglit to command them to accept as undoubtedly 
true whateA^^er tlie bisliojos taught, and they were j^articu- 
larly angry because the bishops Avere the strongest sup- 
porters of Charles’s claim to absolute power. They AA^ere 
consequently determined to resist the introduction of the 
Laudian doctrines and ceremonies, and, in order to compel 
the king to listen to their complaints, they attacked his 
actions in regard to taxes. 

They declared that to leA^y tonnage and poundage AAutli- 
out eonseiit of Parliament AA^as contrary to the Petition 
of Eight. But the king paid no attention, and AAdieii 
some merchants refused to pay the tax, they AA^ere sum- 
moned before the court of Star Chamber, fined, and 
imprisoned, their goods being seized by the customs 
officers. When the matter AA^as brought before the couiTs, 
the judges decided in favour of the king; but the Com- 
mons, ill iiulignation, ordered the customs officers to 
appear at the bar of the House, for infringing the priA^i- 
lege of Parliament in the case of one of the merchants 
AA"ho AA"as a member. Charles refused to alloAA^ the officers 
to obey the order, and during an adjournment tried to 
come to terms Avith the parliamentary leaders. His 
attempt failing, Avhen the House met again the king 

immediately ordered it to adjourn. 

( M 242 ) c 
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A scene of intense excitement then took i^lace. Tlie 
Speaker was leaving the chair, when two members, 
Holle.s and Valentine, held him down until Eliot sliould 
have proposed three resolutions which he had drawn up. 
A rush was made on one side to release the Speaker, 



The Star Chamber, Westminster, 


.another on the other side to keep him in the chair; and 
when the word was passed round that the king was 
coming, a member rushed off to lock the doors. In tins 
midst of the tumult Eliot I'ead and moved his three 
famous resolutions, declaring (1) that anyone wEo 
brought in “innovations” in religion, (2) anyone wlio 
advised or took part in the levy of tonnage and poundage! 
without consent of Parliament, and (3) anyone who paid 
the tax so levied was an enemy to the kingdom. These 
resolutions having been carried amid ringing cheers, the 
excited House adjourned. 

For his parf in that day’s work Eliot, with Holies, 
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Valentine, and seven other nieinbers, was arrested and 
thi’own into the 'J’ower. There the great orator and 
patriot, after three and a half years’ rigid imprisonment, 
died, a martyr for English liberty. If he had submitted 
to the king, he would have been released; but he nobly 
refused to budge from the position he had taken up. 
Charles showed unkingly meanness, not only in his treat- 
ment of Eliot when he fell ill, but also, after his death, 
in refusing to allow his body to be buried in the family 
grave in Cornwall. In this he was unlike that other 
Charles, the great Charles V. of Austria, who, when asked 
to open Luther’s grave and burn his bones, replied with 
kingly dignity: “ I war not with the dead”. 


4. THE TYRANNY.— II. 

By this time Charles had had enough of parliaments. 
Meeting with nothing but opposition from them, he de- 
cided to do without them altogether, and rule at his un- 
controlled pleasure. The Courts of Star Chamber and 
High Commission were wholly devoted to his service, 
the former dealing with civil offenders, the latter witlj 
Puritan clergymen who would not agree to the changes 
Laud was making. If a man spoke or wrote against the 
king or the bishops, he was forthwith haled before the 
Star Chambei’, condemned, and sentenced to be fined, 
flogged, or mutilated. 

In 1633 Laud was made archbishop of Cantei’bury, 
and then his activity, formerly pretty much confined to 
his own diocese of London, was extended to the whole 
country. One of his first actions was to re-issue a 
Declaration of Sports, which permitted people to engage 
in pastimes on Sunday afternoon, as the custom had been 
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before the Reformation. The observance of Sunday as a 
day to be devoted to worship and -serious reading liad 
been for years growing more strict, so that tliis declara- 
tion much offended the conscience of many of the clergy, 
especially as they were ordered to read it whether tlioy 
ap-reed with it or not. Those of them who refused to 

O 

read it, or who raised objections to other of Laud’s 
changes, were sentenced by the High Commission Court 
to be suspended, or to be deprived of their livings. 

No man was safe from outrag-eous treatment if he 
dared to say a word against the authorities. The Chief 
Justice, for doing what he thought was his duty, was 
rebuked by Laud, like a schoolboy by his master. “I 
have almost been choked by a pair of lawn sleeves”, ho 
said, as he came out, flushed and indignant, from the 
council chamber. William Prynne, a puritan lawyer who 
wrote a very severe and, as we should think, extreme 
book against stage j)lays, had his eai’s lopped off. 'When 
he added to his offence by writing against the bishops, 
he lost the stumijs of his ears, and in other ways suffered 
severely. Laud’s motto was “ thorough ”, as he wrote to 
his friend the governor of Ireland. 

This governor was no other than Wentworth, the veiy 
man who had led the House of Commons in drawing up 
the Petition of Right. After the passing of that Petition, 
Wentworth went over to the side of the king, was made 
a baron, and soon afterwards became pi’esident of the 
Council of the North, a body which had wide iiowers in 
the north of England. It is believed that Wentworth 
was entirely honest in leaving his old friends. Men like 
Eliot and Pym wished to make Parliament absolute- ly 
supreme in the ^government, but Wentworth believed that 
strong government could only be carried on by the king 
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and wise ministers, whom lie considered better able to 
decide what measures were needful than a large body of 
ill-informed country gentlemen and stiff lawyers. 

There was much sound sense in this view; A^'entworth s 
mistake lay in supposing that any minister, however wise 
and powerful, 
could rule in o]3- 
position to the 
inclinations of 
the nation. After 
a few years of 
hard work in 
the north, AA^ent- 
worth was made 
governor of Ire- 
land, whei'e he 
introduced the 
linen manufac- 
ture, improved 
trade and com- 
merce, and suc- 
ceeded in estab- 
lishing order and 
a better govern- 
ment. But in 
carrying out his statesmanlike plans he often employed 
severe and sometimes illegal methods, and the hatred 
which these won him shut meu^s eyes to the undoubted 
benefits of his rule. The king rewarded him, after a 
time, with the title of Earl of Straflbixh 

Meanwhile, a question of the very greatest importance 
had arisen Jn England. Charles, wishing to increase his 
fleet, followed old-established custom in asking seaport 
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towns to provide either ships, or money tor the purchase 
of ships. The towns responded willingly enough. Pleased 
at this, Charles issued a second writ Tor ^Idp-'iiioney, as 
it was called; hut this time he included inland towns, 
giving no special reason for his action. Again the tax 
was paid, though with some grumbling. Still more de- 
lighted, Charles issued a third writ, by the advice of 
Laud and with Strafford's full agreement. Then great 
indignation arose; men everywhere cried out that the 
tax was illegal without consent of Parliament, and that 
the reason given, the king’s wish to increase his fleet, was 
a mere idle tale. 

One stalwart Buckingham squire, named John Hamp- 
den, refused to pay the small sum required of him, his 
only motive being to bring the legality of the king’s 
action to the test. His ease came before twelve judges, 
seven of whom decided wholly in favour of the king. 
But the people, who watched the ease keenly, saw that 
Hampden’s advocates had the best of the argument, and 
from that moment a strong spirit of active resistance to 
the king made itself felt. One of the judges, in las 
anxiety to please Charles, declared that no law could for- 
bid the king to command his subjects in any way that he 
pleased, and this declaration only made men hate the tax 
the more. 


6. THE TYEANNY.— III. 

Though by this time they might have seen that the 
temper of the nation was growing hot against them, 
Charles and Laud went one step further in their course 
of tyranny. In Scotland the Presbyterian foi’m of wor- 
ship and church government* was established, though 
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there were still bishops, who, however, liacl little or 
no authority. Laud wished to extend his system (jf 
“thorough” uniformity’ to Scotland, and therefore ordered 
a new liturgy, prepared on the model of the English one, 
to be used in Scottish churches. The Scots hated this 
liturgy, not only because it disagreed with their adopted 
form of religion, but because it was drawn up by bishops 
and came from England. When it was read in Edin- 
burgh for the first time a I'iot occurred, and people utterly 
refused to acce^jt the liturgy’. Charles threatened force, 
and immediately all classes of Scotsmen flocked to sign a 
National Covenant, binding them to defend their religion 
by^ eveiy means in their power. Soon after, a Church 
Assembly abolished episcojiacy’- and the pray’er-book, and 
Chai'les prepared for war. 

With a half-hearted and badly’-trained army% Charles, 
though he had called Straftbrd from Ireland to help him, 
was no match for the sturdy Scots veterans under* their 
general, Alexander Leslie. He gave way’ without fight- 
ing, and by^ Straflbrd’s advice called a Parliament. This 
met in April, 1640, the first parliament for eleven y’ears. 
But, led by John Pyni, the Commons refused any'’ sujjplies 
until the misgovernment of which they complained nns 
ended, and asked Charles to come to terms with the Scots. 
Charles, with his usual impatience, dissolved the Parlia- 
ment, which is known in history as the Short Purlkunent. 

Strafford now advised Charles to take strong measur-es 
against his opponents, 'but the king hesitated, and sent 
abroad asking aid from foreign kings. A small English 
force was despatched to the north, but it soon fell liack 
before a Scots army which crossed the Tweed; and when 
the king asked the Council of Peers what he shouhl <lo. 
they would only’ fjdvise the calling of a new Parliament. 
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Accordingly’ on NoYeinbea- 3, 1640, the famous Long 
Parliament besran its sittings. 

^ o 

Its first proceeding ^Yas to impeaeb the great Earl of 
Straftbrd. Pym drew up a strong indictment against 
him, charging him with the serious crime of treason. But 
it was soon found that, though Strafford had undoubtedly 
been guilty of high-handed actions, and had many times 
violated the law, he had done nothing which the Lords 
would judge to be treason. An act of attainder was 
therefore substituted for the impeachment. 

Among the evidence against Stratford were the notes 
of a speech made by him in the Council Chamber, in 
which he said to the king, “You have an army in Ireland 
you may employ here to reduce this kingdom”. The 
notes had been taken down by Sir Henry Yane, one of 
the Secretaries of State, and had been found by his son 
when turning over his father’s papers. The Commons 
argued that by “ this kingdom ” Sti-atford had meant 
England, and they contended that his suggestion was 
treason against the kingdom, and therefore against the 
king. The Lords were reluctant even now to find Strafford 
guilty, but when Pym brought before them letters which 
proved that the queen was forming plots for his rescpe, 
and for the subjection of the Parliament, they passed the 
act of attainder, declaring the carl worthy of death. 

The king’s consent was required before Strafford could 
be executed. Charles had assured his faithful servant 
that he would be answerable for his safety. “ tlpon the 
word of a king, you shall not sujffer in life, honour-, or 
fortune”, he said. But the word of this king was of 
little worth. Eiots took place in Westminster and the 
city; furious mobs gathered outside the palace window-s, 
crying out against the queen, and de^jianding vengeance 
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on Strafford. Charles feared that his faniilj^ would suffer; 
his queen hegged him to let the Parliament have their 
way ; and, after weakly asking advice from ffrst one and 
then another, he gave his consent to the execution. It 
was the meanest of all the mean actions that stain 
Charles’s reputation, and he suffered for it, for Strafford 
was the one man who was strong enough to help him 
against his foes. The Parliament knew that; and, there- 
fore, when the great man’s head fell on the block, the 
supporters of the Parliament sent forth a shout of triumph. 


6. THE GEEAT EEBELLION.— I. 

In consenting to Strafford’s execution, Charles gave his 
cause away. A I'esolute refusal might not only have 
saved Strafford, hut might have brought to the king’s 
side a host of devoted supporters. As it was, Parliament 
had practically conquered the king, and in its elation 
was ready to found a tyranny as bad as his. 

Ship-money was at once declared illegal, and the courts 
of Star Chamber and High Commission were abolished 
by Parliament. Religious questions were then discussed, 
an,d the Commons, who had sent Laud to the Tower, 
showed themselves resolved to undo all the archbishop’s 
work. A great number of them wished to do awmy with 
the bishops altogether, but this proposal caused a division 
among the king’s opponents, some of whom had begun 
to believe that the Parliament had gone far enough. A 
massacre of Protestants in Ireland, however, for which 
the king was considered pai-tly to blame, provoked 're- 
newed hostility to him. 

At length Pym and Hampden carried through the 
Commons the Ora^d Remonstrance, a document which 
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recotintecl in ordei’ the elTors and faults of Chaides's 


government, and demanded 
should choose hifs ministers 
in accordance with the 
wishes of Parliament, and 
thcit religious affairs should 
be placed in the hands of 
an assembly of clergymen. 
Two days after the Remon- 
strance was passed, Charles 
returned to London from 
a visit to Scotland. Dis- 
turbances occurred between 
his officers and the people, 
and the bishops were at- 
tacked by the mob and dared 
not attend in their places in 
the House of Lords, When 
the Commons sent some of 
them to prison, for protesting 
against what was done by 
the Lords in their absence, 
Charles determined to im- 
peach some of the leading 
spirits for high treason. 

Accordingly, he sent to 
the House to aia-est five 
member's, of whom Pym 
was the chief. But as im- 


that in future the king: 

C5 



John Hampden, 


peached persons could only be arrested by order of the 
House of Lords, the Commons paid no attention to the 


king’s demand. Next day, urged on by his queen, who 
was always his bad angel, Charles himself went to the 



44 THE REIGN OE CHARLES THE FIRST. 

House with a comjDauy of cavalters. Entering the chamber 
alone, he soon saw that the five members were not in 
their places. Unable to learn from tire Speaker where 
they were, he had to retire, balfied and angry, while 
some of the members cried “Privilege! privilege!” as he 
passed out. 

The five members had taken refuge in the City, and 
though Charles pleaded with the Citj;- Council in person, 
nothing would induce the citizens to give them u]!. 
Accordingly a royal proclamation was issued for the 
apprehension of the five member’s. The committees of 
the House of Commons, sitting safely in the City, replied 
to this by making great preparations to bring them back 
in triumph to Westminster. The Houses of Parliament 
were guarded by strong bodies of the cit}^ train-bands. 
A jeering mob gathered round the gates of Whitehall, 
and their cries could be heard in the innermost rooms of 
the palace. Charles was weary of his humiliating po.sition 
in London, and those around him had fears for Iris 
personal safety. 

At last the king and queen, with their retinue, left 
Whitehall for Hampton Court; Charles never saw London 
again till he returned to die. The victory of the Parlia- 
ment over the sovereign was conqfieted on the following 
day. From London Bridge to Westminster the Thames 
was covered with pleasure-barges and row-boats filled 
with citizens. A squadron of “lighters” and other vessels, 
armed with small cannon and gaily dressed with flags, 
escorted the barges of the Commons on their return to 
Westminster. 

The train-bands of the City, commanded by tlie sheritts, 
marched along the Strand and under the wixitlows of 
Whitehall Palace. crowd of exulting citizens accom- 
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panied them, ainoiicf whom the mocking cry Avas raised, 
‘‘Where are hoaa’' the king and his cavaliers?'' The 
sheritts werts called into the House, and there received 
the tlianks of all the ineml3ers for the hospitality and 
protection they had accorded to them. 


7. THE GREAT BEBELLTON-.^TI, 

Botli sides now made preparations for war. From the 
first Cluirles Avas confident of success. When he raised 
]iis standard ad Nottingham, on August 21st, 1642, he 
AAUis at once joined by a large majority of the House of 
Lords and a good number of the Commons. Knights and 
country gentlemen flocked to his side, not only those aaTio 
agreed Avith him and detested the Puritans, but also some 
who, belicAung he aaams in the Avrong, yet felt it their duty 
to support their king. 

The country divided itself roughly into tAvo great 
parts. Tlie north and Avest — Avild, AAutli a small population, 
but a great stronghold of the Churcli and the Loi'ds — 
held by tlie king; the south and east — rich, Avith a 
lai'ge and industrious population of traders and farmers, 
strongly Puritan in character — declared for the Paiiia- 
ment. Lonilon aauis for the Parliament, AAdiich thus had 
all the resources of tlie great city at its command. The 
Parliament appropriated the taxes and customs duties; the 
king had to depend on the free offerings of his syppoi'tors. 
There aaris no lack of geriei’osity among them. Men 
melted down their plate, ladies sold their jewels to 
provide money for their king: many ruined themselves 
in his cause. 

The iiAml armies rliffered greatly in material. The 
nobles and gentlemen on the king's side were expert in 
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the use of arms, and had proved their fearless horseman- 
ship on many a hunting field. The royal army was thus 
strong in cavalry. The farmers and tradesmen 'W^'lio 
formed the hulk of the parliamentary army had the less 
dashing and brilliant qualities which mark their class; 

but behind their 
stolid dulness and 
awkwardness 
they had aresei've 
of force and deter- 
mination which, 
under good lead- 
ership, was to 
prove them more 
than a match for 
their opponents. 

I’lie first two 
years of the war 
passed without 
gi'eat success on 
eiiherside. Prince 
Rupert, th(i king’s 
nephew, who was 
in charge of the 
royal cavalry, succeeded as a rule in routing the opposing 
cavalry, while the infantry on either side could hold its 
own. Aj^ter the first battle, at Edgehill in Waiwickshire, 
which went in favour of the Royalists, Charles pushed on 
to London, and if he had succeeded in capturing it he might 
have vanquished his enemies. But he was met at Turn- 
ham Green by a lai-ge well-drilled force of the city train- 
bands, which had come to reinforce the army of Lord 
Essex, the parlianmntary general. Hesitating to strike, 
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Cliarles fell bade on OxfoVd, and lost his only diance of 
bringing the war to an eaidy and successful conclusion. 

Anxious to achieve a decisive success avainst the 
king', the Parliament sought the aid of the Scots. They, 
however, would give no assistance until assured that the 
Presbyterian form of religion should be established in 
England. This assurance v'as given in the Solemn Lecujue 
and Covenant, a document signed liy the Commons. For 
the Puritans this was a great triumph, which was 
signalized by an outbreak of violence against what 
thej^ i-egarded as signs of superstition iu the churches. 
Stained-glass window.s were broken in pieces; crosses 
and images were ruthlessly destroyed; organs, the tones 
of which were likened to the whining of pigs, were 
burnt; many rjuaint ornaments, rich carvings, and even 
piivate monuments, were utterly ruined bj' tliis blind 
but conscientious fury. 


8. THE GREAT REBELLION.— III. OLITER 
CROMWELL.— I. 

Among the officers of the anny of the Pai'liamont there 
was one who, at first of no great eminence, had bj'' this time 
begun to shine out as a military genius of a high order. 

Oliver Cromwell, the younger son of a countiy gentle- 
man, was born at Huntingdon, in April, 1599. Educated 
at Huntingdon Grammar-school and at Cambridge Uni- 
versity, he acquii-ed as much learning as most young men 
of his class, as well as a love of music and some taste 
for the arts. In 1617 the death of his father gave him 
possession of a modest property in Huntingdon, and three 
years later he married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir J ames 
Bourchier, a London merchant. 
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Cromwell entered the Hduse of Commons in his 
twenty-ninth year as member' for his iiati\'e town. In 
person he was stout, of middle height, A\dth a lleshy, 
high-coloured, rugged face, and keen gray eyes. Ho w'as 
rough and forcible in manner and gesture, and his v(jico 
was loud and harsh. His speech was marked bj' sense 
and force; and there was strengtli and singleness of 

purjrose in his simple 
words on the lew 
occasions when ho 
addressed the House. 
He had a stroiig love 
of justice, and an in- 
tense pity for the po(rr 
and wefrk. The sin- 
cere charactei' of the 
man is partly' shown 
by a remark he made 
when, in after _years, 
he sat for his 2rortrait 
to the faimms Ger- 
man painter, iSir Peter 
Lely. “ If you leave 
out the scai-s and 
wrinkle.s,” he cried, “ I will not pay you a shilling.” He 
wished to appear to posterity in his true likeness — his 
face lined and furrowed,, by the ravages of time, of war, 
of sleepless nights of illness and of anxious thought. 

During the earlier years of the tyranny, Ci-omwell w'as 
engaged in farming at Huntingdon. Thence he removed 
to St. Ives, and afterwards to Ely, where some property 
had been left to him by his uncle. In these quiet years, 
which gave no premise of his’ future career, he was 
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regarded hy those who knsw him well as an upright 
man, o£ solid character and strong opinions, who was 
diligent in his business, loved his Bible, and befriended 
in a very thorough manner the clergymen whom Laud’s 
measures liad driven from their churches. 

In 1640 he was elected member for Cambridge in the 
Long Parliament, and became at once an active and 
earnest supporter of Pym and his party. When war 
broke out, he was sent down to organize and equip the 
forces in the eastern counties, a task which he accom- 
plislied with the greatest vigour and success. In the 
prime of life, with no military expeiience, he showed a 
remarkable capacity for training and leading soldiers. 
He commanded a troop of horse in the Parliamentary 
army defeated at Edgehill, and saw at once that success 
ill the contest could only be obtained soldiers who 
could beat the king’s brave and brilliant horsemen. 

He set himself to form such a body of men, and raised 
among the farmers and townsmen of the eastern shires 
one of the finest bodies of cavalry that ever wielded 
sabre. He chose men of sober life and hardy frame, 
known to be fervent in the Puritan faith, zealous for 
wiiat they believed to be the cause of God and of 
freedom. His troops comprised men of all shades of 
Puritan belief; they w^ere one in their earnestness, their 
contempt of death, their obedience to discijpline, their 
absolute devotion to their leader. 

The quality of Cromwell’s “lovely company , as he 
called it, partly shown in tw^o small engagements in the 
summer and autumn of 1643, was convincingly proved in 
the great battle of Marston Moor. A Parliamentary 
army uiide^ Lord Fairfax, aided by the Scots under the 
Earl of Leven, was besieging York, hek" for the king by 

( M 242 ) B 
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tlie Marquis of iSTewcastle. Hearings that* a large force 
under Lord Manchester and Cromwell was marching 
northward to assist Fairfax^ CharleSj. sent Prince Ilupert 
in haste to the relief of the city. At his aj)]:>i’oac] i tlie 
Parliamentary generals raised the siege and awaited 
attack. Buperp by a roundabout march, made his way 
into York, and then, declaring that he liad positive orders 
from the king to hgiit, he joroceeded, against Ncweastle\s 
wishes, to attack tlie enemy. 

On the field of Marstoii Moor the two armies facaal 
each other. The battle began late in the c\'eniiig of 
July 2, 1644. Ru2:)ert made a dashing cliargc against 
Cromweirs horse on the left wing of the ParJiamentajy 
army, and after a slight success was didven back, liis 
troops totally routed. Elsewhere in the field the IhyTiI- 
ists had been successful, but they hurried oft* too soon in 
search of plunder. Ci‘omwell, on the contrary, had his 
men well in hand, and was waiting, cool and collected, to 
see how the battle was going. Hearing of wluit ha.d 
haj3peiied on the right, he led his men to meet the dis- 
orderly cavaliers as they returned from plundcjing, and 
inflicted on them a defeat that crushed the royal cause 
in the north. 

Prince Rupert, admii'ing the splendid g-enei*aishi|) of 
Cromwell, gave him the nickname ‘'^Ironside”, a, name 
which was soon transferred to his men. Crom^veir»s 
''Ironsides”, who won Marston Moor, never km^w defeat, 
and ere long won adnliration from the whole world. 
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9. THE GREAT REBELLION.-IV. OLIVER 
CROMWELL.— ri. 

The battle of Marston Moor prov^ed that Cromwell was 
the man to finish the war. There were dissensions among 
the Parliamentary pai-ty which needed a strong hand. 
The majority of the membei-s of the Commons were 
Presbyterians, just as eager to compel the nation to be 
Presbyterian as Laud had been to enforce his system. 
But there was growing up a strong party of Independents, 
who thought that each congregation of worshippers should 
be free to choose whatever modes of worship and disci- 
pline it pleased, and who insisted on toleration for all 
except Eoman Catholics. The Presbyterians, believing 
that they could bring Charles to accept their views, did 
not wish to beat him too thoroughly in the war; the 
Independents, with whom Cromwell entirely agreed, 
thought that there was no chance of honourable peace 
and good government until the king was utterly crushed. 

Cromwell therefore carried through Parliament a 
measure by which the Presbyterian ofiicers in the army 
were largely replaced by Independents. Fairfax was 
made commander-in-chief, and Cromwell held the post of 
lieutenant-general, with command of the cavalry. The 
army was reorganized after the pattern of Cromwell’s 
Ironsides, and was known as the New Model. At the 
same yme, the Independents agreed that for the present 
Presbyterianism should be established, and one of the 
first results of this victory of Puritanism was the execu- 
tion of Archbishop Laud, who had lain in prison for more 
than four years. He was condemned by act of attainder, 
and his execution was a cruel and useless act'of tyranny 
on the part of the Parliament." 
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The New Model had to tear the brunt of the war 
without the aid of the Scots, who had been drawn towards 
Scotland by news "of the victories of the Marquis of 
Montrose, who had raised the Highlands in support of 
Charles. At Naseby, a village in Northamptonshire, the 
king was utterly I'outed on June 14, 1645. Eupert on 
the right wing was successful against the cavalry of the 
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Parliament, and galloped off to pltmder. When he 
returned, he found that Cromwell had totally defeated 
the king’s army, and had captured all his guns, baggage, 
and private papers. These last, 'v^en examined, flowed 
that Charles had been seeking aid not only from the 
Irish Catholics, but also from France and Spain. This 
discovery damaged his cause even more than his defeat. 

Several months were passed in the reduction of castles 
and towns«that still held out for the king, who could not 
raise another army to t«fke the field.'* In May, 1646, 
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be gave himself up to the Scots at Newark, hoping 
that a quarrel between Presbyterians and Independents 
would o-i\’e him a chance to strike again.*- The Presby- 
terian niiiioi'ity of Pai’liament offered terms to Charles 
on niuch they would i-estore him to his throne: namely, 
that he should give ujd to them the control of the militia 
for twenty years, should take the Covenant, and suj^port 
Presbyterianism. Charles neither accepted nor refused 
these terms; for six months he simply played with the 
subject, still hoping that his enemies would fall out. 
At length, tired out by his shilly-shallying, the Scots 
gave him up to the Parliament, and returned to their own 
country, after their expenses had been paid according to 
previous agTeement. Charles was lodged at Holmby 
House in Northamptonshire, in charge of Commissioners 
of the Parliament. 

The Presbyterians now wished to disband the army, 
but the army refused to be disbanded until religious 
liberty was assured, and until the soldiers had received 
their aixears of pay, which the Parliament seemed un- 
willing to grant. When it was known that Charles ha<l 
at last accepted in great part the proposals of Parliament, 
■^’hich would involve the suppression of the Indejiendents, 
an officer named Joyce was sent with a company of horse 
to seize him. He was brought by stages to Hanqiton 
Court, while the army took possession of London, and by 
a show of force excluded from Parliament the principal 
leaders of the Presbyterian party. Negotiations between 
the army and the king again fell through, and one evening 
Charles escaped from Hampton Court, and took refuge in 
the Isle of Wight. 

While there, he made a secret treaty with* the Scots, 
agreeing to establish Presbyterianism and to put down. 
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the Independents and other sects. A Scottish army 
prepared to in %^ade^ England on his hehalf, and Royalist 
risings took place in many parts of the country. The 
English army was enraged at the king'.s trickery, and 
determined that, after heating the enemy, it would bring 
to trial “Charles Stuart, that man of blood”, fur plunging 
the country again into the horrors of civil war. 

Cromwell won a great victory over Scots and Royalists 
at Preston in August, 1648. Meanwhile the Presbyterian 
members had returned, and were tiying to make peace 
with the king. Declaring for a reconciliation with him, 
they were one morning kejjt forcibly out of the Hou.se 
by Colonel Pride and his soldiers. The rest of the 
members, fifty-three in all, known in mockery as the 
Ruvijj, appointed a High Court of Justice for the trial of 
the king. The Lords refused to have any part in tliis 
act, and the greater part of the nation saw its illegality: 
but the army was all-powerful, and effective resistance 
was hopeless. 

The trial took place — if trial it could be called when 
judgment was decided on beforehand. Not one-half of 
the appointed members of the court attended. Charles 
denied their right to try him, and refused to plead. He 
was found guilty on January 27, 1649, and three days 
later he paid the penalty on the scaffold for the mistakes 
and follies of his twenty-four years of misgovernment. 
The greater part of the nation wap shocked and l?orrified 
at tlm murder of the king. The purity of his private 
life, and his fearlessne.ss and dignity in the closing scene, 
moved men to pity, and some forgot that a more reason- 
able spirit and a true sense of honour would have saved 
Mm from liis miserable end. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH. 

(lt>49-1660.) 

1. CROMWELL BECOMES PROTECTOR. 

The tyrant king was dead: his place was taken by a 
tyrant army. Anxious as the army leadei-s were to set 
up a form of government in which the nation would, 
by its re|)resentativcs, have supreme power, they knew 
that the time for such a change was not yet come. Besides, 
they dared not put away power out of their own hands, 
for the greater part of the nation was against them. 

England was now styled a Commonwealth, and the 
chief power was placed in the hands of a Council of forty- 
one members, among whom were the chief officers of the 
army. The House of Lords had already been abolished, 
and Parliament consisted of a remnant of some sixty 
members. The new government soon had its hands full. 
A mutiny broke out in the army, which Cromwell had no 
sooner put down than he had to start for Ireland, to save 
the country from falling into the hands of a combined 
force of Royalists and Irish Roman Catholics. He 
reached Dublin in August, 1649, and for six months 
remained in the country, storming towns and massacring 
the defenders, winning such hatred that among the Irish 
“ the curse of Cromwell on you!” is to this day the most 
awful imprecation. 

In March, 1650, Cromwell was hastily recalled, to de- 
fend the Commonwealth at home. The late king’s eldest 
son Charles, a young man of twenty, landed in Scotland, 
and secured the support of the Scots by taking the 
Covenant and promising to maintain Presbyterianism 
in both England aSid Scotland, tlromwell hastened north- 
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-ward to crush the army which David Leslie, a skilful 
genei'al who had won experience and fame in the wars 
of coiitinental. Europe, commanded for the king. Com- 
pelled by scarcity of provisions to retreat from before 
Edinburgh, Cromwell fell back on Dunbar, where the 
Scots army took up a secure position on a line of hills 
and occupied the pass that was the only road to Eng'land. 
Thus Cromwell’s retreat was cut oft’, and he was j^laced in 
great danger. On the afternoon of September 2, however, 
Leslie was persuaded against his better judgment to move 
part of his army down the hill towards the sea, intending 
to attack the English. Cromwell saw the mistake; “The 
Lord has delivered them into our hands I” he cried, and 
at sunrise next morning he won a brilliant victory. 

Though Edinburgh and a large part of Scotland soon 
.submitted to Cromwell, Charles was not yet beaten. 
Escaping with his army into England, he reached Worces- 
ter, hoping that the English Royalists would flock to him 
in large numbers. He was disappointed; his presence 
excited no enthusiasm, and on September 3, 1651, the 
anniversary of Dunbar, Cromwell gave the final blow to 
the royal cause in the great battle of Worcester. Charles 
escaped to France, and made no further attempt to gs%n 
his kingdom by force of arms. 

Meanwhile the difficulties of the government w’-ere 
increasing. There was a general wish that a new Par- 
liament should be elected, but the existing Paisliament 
feared that the nation might elect members in favour 
of the monarchy and opposed to Puritanism. The 
members therefore proposed to retain their seats, and to 
claim the right of rejecting any of the new members 
to whom they objected. This proposal naturally caused 
great dissatisfaction; Cromwell was against it, and was 
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trying to arrange another plan when word was brought 
him that the members, contrary to an iinderstanding with 
liim, were proceeding with their bill. Hastening to the 
House with a company of soldiers, he listened at first to 
the debate. Presently he rose and began to speak, quietly 
and persuasively until inteiTuptions caused him to flash 
out in angry rebuke of the members. At last, calling in 
his soldiei-s, he turned the members out, had the mace 
reiiioved from the table, locked the doors, and put the 
key in his pocket. This was a high-handed action which 
gave much offence, and caused a serious breach between 
the army and the friends of parliamentary government. 

Ci'omwell and the army leaders then called together 
an assembly of 140 members, selected as earnest, God- 
fearing men by the Independent congregations. This 
got the derisive nickname of Barebone’s Parliament, from 
Praise-God Barbon or Barebone, one of the members for 
London. The new assembhr, while honest and sincere, 
had so little genius for government that it soon excited 
ridicule and opposition. Some of its proposals were 
admiiable, the most were simply unpractical and pre- 
mature. After existing for six months, the Assembly 
re'signed its power's. 

Thereupon the army leaders drew up what was called 
an Inst nun flit of Qovemmm.t, which appointed Cromwell 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth, to rule with the 
assistantje of a Council, '^md by the advice of a Parliament 
of one House. Parliament was to meet once a year, and 
could not be dissolved until it had sat for five months. 
It was to have the sole power of levying taxes and 
granting supplies, and the Protector was bound to ask 
its assent to any ordinances l|,e might issue when the 
House was not setting. Parliament was also to have 




69 


Cromwell dfBsolviii*^ the Long Parlimiient Fr<Hii tin* liamtinn Ly lUoijumiii West. 


60 THE COMMONWEALTH. 

the po’wer of making laws without the consent of the 
Protector. 

Tiius Cromwell — “ our chief of men ", as Milton called 
him — became, in 1654, head of the Commonwealth of 
England. His elevation raised many enemies against 
him, and from that time plots were constantly being 
formed against his life. But the nation at large accepted 
him as a strong, eai-nest, and unselfish ruler, who w'ould 
maintain peace and uphold the honour of his country. 


2. CROMWELL’ri DIFFICULTIES. 

Cromwell’s first Paidiament, which included members 
from Scotland and Ireland, met on September 3, 1654. 
Immediately diflSculties arose. The Instrument of 
Government was the work of the army, and Parliament 
insisted that the plan of government should be drawn 
up by itself. This Cromwell could not agree to, for 
he believed it would lead to insecurity and religious 
intolei’ance. As the members again and again sought 
to lessen his powers, he dissolved Parliament at the 
earliest possible moment. 

A Royalist rising at Salisbury, under a gentleman 
named Penruddock, was speedily crushed, and then 
Cromwell devised a new system of government. He 
divided the country into eleven districts, over each of 
which hft placed a trustv^i-thy major-general as governor, 
meeting expenses by a tax upon the Royalist gentry. The 
country was thus under military rule, but the major- 
generals used their powers with wisdom and moderation, 
and the plan worked well. Great irritation was caused, 
however, by the continued suppression of the 'Book of 
Common Prayer, wMeh many of tfie people sincerely loved. 
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Though Cromwell could ^hus rule without a Parliament, 
he was most unwilling to do so. To obtain sanction for 
taxes needed to nleet the expenses of a war with .Spain, 
he called his second parliament in 1650. Money was 
willingly voted, and the inaJor-generaLs were withdrawn 
from their districts. Then a new scheme of go^•ernlnent 
was drawn up, by wliich a second house of pjarliameiit 
(a kind of House of Lords) was formed, and Cromwell 
was allowed to name his successor. Tlie Parliament went 
even furthei', and ottered him, in the iiuJ Ad rice, 

the title of king, tvhich he wisely declined. 

The new plan brought only new trouble. The upper 
house consisted mainly of those who had been CroinweH's 
chief supporters in the Commons, and to the lower house 
there notv returned some hundred members whoni Crom- 
well had befoi-e excluded as his opponents. The Commons 
i*efused to acknowledge the upper house, and finding that 
agi'eement was impossible, the Protector sadly dissolved 
Parliament. 

Less than two years later he died. Hard work and 
anxiety had weakened his frame: long watching by the 
death-bed of his favourite daughter, and distress at her 
death, shattered his brave spirit. On Sei>tember 3 — ^he 
day of his most sj)lendid victories — the great Pi'otector 
passed aw^ay. 

Oliver Cromwell was one of our very greatest rulers. 
No less pure in jirivate life than Charles I., he had a 
strength of sottl, a directness oi purpose, and a sterling 
honesty w^'liich King Charles utterly lacked. While in 
belief and conduct a Puritan, he had little of the sour 
severity and bigoted intolerance which marked the 
extremists of his party. Most tender and considerate 
in his family relations, fie was more tolei-ant in religious 
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matters than most of his asso<?iates, and had no patience 
with those who would have liked to crush out all sects 
but their own. While anxious to rule m accordance with 
parliamentary forms, he was driven by circumstances to 
rely on the porver of his devoted army; indeed, his whole 
go\'ermneirt rvas founded on illegality. But it must be 
remembered that while Charles I. was mainly concerned 
to preserve his personal authority, placing himself above 
the nation, Cromwell sought tirst the good of the nation, 
regarding himself only as an “unworthy instrument” 
called by God to guide the people through a time of 
difficulty and danger. Cromwell was a tyrant, but a 
tyrant who was beloved by many, aird respected by all; 
a tyrant who, “ guided by faith and matchless fortitude ”, 
gave England peace and prosperity at home, and abroad 
stood firm for the great cause of Freedom, and raised 
the great name of England high in the estimation of the 
world. 


3. FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

The high place in the estimation of Europe which 
Ei^land took during the Commonwealth forms a striking 
contrast to her insignificance under the first two Stuaids. 
Some of the glorious exploits of Elizabeth’s reign were 
repeated; the name of Blake shines between the names 
of Drake and Nelson on the roll of England’s naval 
heroes; English arms \.'ere respected as they had not 
been respected since Agincourt. 

In the early days of the Commonwealth, war had 
broken out with the Dutch. The English and Dutch 
were rivals in the East Indies, where trading.factories 
had been established. The Dutch had been first in the 
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field, and felt sore at wliat fli'-'V repirdud as intrr.sifui fiy 
the English. An additional cause of irritation wn- tin-- 
Xavigation Act, passed in ICol, an act ^vLieli I'-.rhade 
goods to be brought into England except liy Engli-Ii 
ships, or by ships 
of the countries 
from -which the 
goods came. Partly 
designed to h»ring' 
about tlie improve- 
ment of the English 
riavv, this act hit 
at the Dutch carry- 
ing - trade, which 
had flourished be- 
cause they had ex- 
cellent ships and 
charged low rates. 

A naval war cmsued 
in which the Eng- 
lish admirals Avere 
pitted against ad- 
)nirals of great skill and daring. In command of the 

■o f 

English fleet -was Robert Blake, born at Briilge water m 
1599. During the Civil War he had fought for the Par- 
liament as a foot-soldier, and on the establishment of the 
Commonwealth, being placed in charge of the fleet, he 
succeeded in sweeping from thS seas a RoyalJst fleet 
which Prince Rupert commanded. 

The Dutch war lasted for two years. Successes were 
won on both sides, but at length the Dutch adraii'al, T an 
Tromp, was killed, and his fleet completely routed. The 
honour of* this victory belongs not to Blake, who was ill 
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Oil shore at the time, but to Qeorge Monk, -who played a 
still more important part in after years. Peace was 
made, much to the advantage of England. 

War then broke out with Spain. Cromwell had de- 
manded that Englishmen should be free to trade with 
the Spanish colonies in America, and should not be 
subject on Spanish territory to the cruel treatment of 
the Inquisition. The Spanish ambassador declared that 
he might as well ask for both the King of Spain’s eyes. 
The English fleet was accordingly sent to capture San 
Domingo, which jiroved too strong; but Jamaica, the 
largest and richest of the West Indian Islands, was seized 
by the English, and remains ours to the present day, 
Blake meanwhile had sailed another fleet to the Mediter- 
ranean, partly to put down the Barbary pirates, who 
were the pest of the seas, and partly to prepare for an 
attack on the Plate fleet, which annually brought the 
wealth of the American mines to Spain. He swept 
into Tunis harbour, destroyed the foi'ts, and burnt nine 
Tunisian war-ships before the eyes of the Bey (1655). 

Then he sailed into the Atlantic in search of the 
treasure fleet. After waiting a long time in vain for its 
arrival, he returned to England for the winter, but went 
to sea again in the spring of 1656. He lay patiently at 
Cadiz, and at last, in September, nine large Spanish 
vessels came in sight, and were immediately attacked by 
Captain Stayner with only three ships. Six of the nine 
were taken or destro^T'ed, and gold and silver to an 
immense value was soon lodged in the Tower of London. 

Next year Blake went to Santa Cruz in search of 
sixteen galleons which he had heard were there. Under a 
heavy fire he dashed into the harbour, capturedL-every one 
of the ships, burnt them because his crews were not large 
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enough to man them, and -‘an out again with liis own 

fleet safe and sound. England rang with the fame of thi.s 
exploit; a public thanksgiving was ordered, and people 
were ready to give the most enthusiastic welcome to the 
admiral on his return. He returned, onl 3 ’ to die <jn boai'r] 
ship at the verj^ entrance of Ptymouth Soumi. He was 
buiied in Westminster Abbej’. 

Blake’s fame depends on his spotle.ss character and his 
single-minded devotion to dtiU', as well as on his brilliant 
deeds. It is believed that he did not sigree tvith 
Cromwell’s sj^stem of government, but he did his dutt’ 
nevertheless for the honour of England. “ It is not for 
us to meddle with state matters,” lie once said. '■ but to 
hinder foreigners from fooling us.” 

In the last j’ears of Cromwell, France sought an 
alliance with him against Spain. He was at first 
prevented from agreeing to join with France b\' a terrible 
massacre in Piedmont, where the Duke of Savoj' had 
allowed his soldiers to butcher his Protestant .subjects in 
cold blood, even women and children being da.shed down 
the Alpine rocks. Cromwell demanded security and 
liberty of worsliip for the Protestants before he would 
assist France, and Mazarin, the great French cardinal and 
statesman, was glad to enforce these terms on Savoy. 

Then a force of 6000 English soldiers was sent to the 
Low Countries to take part in the war, the object of which 
was to capture from the Spaniards some important towns 
on the French frontier. The victory of the Dunes (June, 
1658) was won mainly by the English veterans, whose 
valour and perfect discipline drew the warmest praise 
from the famous French marshal Turenne. In acknow- 
ledgment pf their services, Dunkirk, one of the captured 
towns, was presented to tfie English government. 

( 3 * 242 ) ® 
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4. END OF THE (JUMMONWEALTH. 

On the death of Olivei' Cromwell, his eldest surviving 
son, Richard, was named Protector. Richard was a good 
and well-disposed man, who knew how to maintain 
dignity on state occasions, and whose excellent speeches 
showed that he possessed much intelligence and prudence. 
But he lacked his father’s force and energy. He had the 
rather expensive tastes of a country gentleman, and felt 
no desire to govern. His greatness, he is reported to have 
said, was a burden to him. Such a man was bound to 
fail in the difficult and insecure position in which he was 
placed. 

Oliver had held sway by means of the army: Richard 
was almost unknown to it ; the soldiers would have 
preferred “ honest George Monk ” to “ Dick Cromwell ” 
Yet, having to choose between the army and the parlia- 
ment, he decided to rely on the army, and dissolved 
parliament. The result was that there was no monej:' for 
carrying on the government, and, acting under the advice 
of General Lambert, Richard agreed to the recall of the 
Rump. By agreement between army and parliament, 
Richard’s power was soon brought to an end; the public 
debts he had incurred during his short protectorate were 
paid; and he retired with the utmost satisfaction, “not a 
penny the richer for being the son of his father ”. He 
soon crossed to France, and remained abroad for twenty 
years. Then he rettimed to England, and died at 
Cheshunt in 17 12 at the age of eighty-six. 

Richard gone, the parliament and the army quarrelled, 
and presently Lambert, aping the great Oliver, went 
down to the House and expelled the members. The 
nation was by tins time thoroughly tired of the disturb- 
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ances and the nnse tiled govei'nment. People were 
asking whether the rule of a king w^ere not better than 
the despotism of an army. Meanwhile, in- Scotland there 
was a calm, silent, clear-sighted soldier intently watching 
aflairs in London. George Monk, who had fought both 
for king and paidiament, was in charge of the army in 
Scotland. Seeing that the moment had come for action, 
he set out for London, silent as to his intentions, though 
the people of the towns through which he passed cheered 
him in the belief that he meant to restore the king. 

Reaching London on February 3, 1660, he was received 
with joy, which was redoubled when he declared for a 
free parliament. The surviving members of the paidia- 
ment of 1640 met, appointed Monk captain-general, sent 
Lambert to the Tower, arranged for the election of a 
Convention, and then dissolved. So ended the famous 
Long Parliament. The Convention then elected was the 
fii*st assemblj’" since 1640 which could be considered really 
to represent the country. 

Prince Charles was at once called from Holland, where 
he was staying. In the Declaration of Breda he had 
offered a pardon to all who had been engaged in the Great 
Rebellion, except those whom parliament should name; 
and he had agreed that no one should suffer for his reli- 
gious opinions so long as he remained a peaceable citizen. 
The Parliament did not care to exact strict pledges. The 
peopM were ready to Piccept a king on almost any terms, 
for they were tired of the stern oppression of the Puritans. 
They wanted back their theatres, their May-day jollities, 
their short sermons and happy Sundays. They received 
their king with open arms, and when Charles reached 
London on his birthday (May. 29) the enthusiasm was so 
great that, turning to one of his companions, he remarked 
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M'ith a smile that it must su.'ely jiave been his oMm fault 
that he had not come before. 


THE REIGN OF CHARLES THE SECOND. 

(lti60-lt5Sj.) 

1. THE MINISTRY OF CLARENDON. 

Charles II. -was a far al>ler man than his father, 
but proved as much lower in personal character as he 
was higher in mental qualities. He was good-tempered, 
genial in manner, and full of tact: but he was deceitful 
and utterly selfish, and had a rooted dislike to taking 
trouble. He w’as determined to keep as much power as 
he could without endangering his throne, and he cleverly 
managed that the blame of the disgraceful acts which 
marked his policy should fall chiefly on his ministers. 
By his own evil life he set a bad example to his subjects, 
and his court was filled wdth men and women whose 
deeds shocked the greater jDart of the nation. 

It w’’as only natural that, after the severity of the 
Puritan rule, men should go too far in the opposite 
direction. During the Commonwealth amusements has;? 
been suppressed: they \vere now revived, and took a 
coarse tone from the manners of the court. The Church 
of England had been abolished: now it was restored, 
and churchmen inflicted on the Puritans great hardsliips 
in return for what they had themselves suffered. 

For the first seven years of his reign Charles was 
advised by Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, a Royalist 
of high character who had been one of his father’s coun- 
sellors. Bfe took no part in the evil and riotous life of 
the court; indeed, he earndfl Charles’s dislike by advising 
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him to amend his ways. CL^*endon, as a devoted chnreh- 
111 an, was foremost in restoring the Chnrcli to the position 
it had held in Laud s time. In 1681 the Corporation 
Act was passed, requiring all municipal officers to 
renounce the CoA^enant and take the oath of allegiance 

and non -resis- 
tance, and ordain- 
ing that none 
but members of 
the Church 
should in future 
hold office. 

Next year the 
Act of Unifor- 
mity was passed, 
requiring all 
clergymen to 
renounce the 
Covenant, to ac- 
cept, by a certain 
date, everything 
contained in the 
Book of Common 
Prayer, and to 
receive episcopal ordination. The clergymen appointed 
during the Commonwealth were Presbyterians and 
Independents, who could not conscientiously agree to 
this; so that 2000 clel-gymen resigned their livings and 
left the Church, thus becoming Dissenters. 

Many of these clergymen formed congregations of 
people who agi'eed with them, and began to conduct 
worship in their own way. In 1664 the Gonventiole 
Act was passed to put a stop *to this. It inflicted very 
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heavy punishments on thbse who were conmeted of 
attending these meetings for worship. Finally, in 1G(>5 
the Five Mile ^ct was passed, forbidding any dissenting 
minister to come within five miles of any corporate town, 
or to act as a schoolmaster, unless he woiiLI take the oath 
of non-resistance, and promise never to attempt any 
alteration in the government of Church or State. These 
four acts are often known as the Clarendon Code. The 
members of the Cavalier Parliament which passed them 
did so, not sc much from dislike of the dis.sfnter.s’ religious 
oj^inions, as because they feared that the Puritans might 
rise again to power in the State. 

In 1665 war broke out witli the Dutch, the cliief cause 
of which was the commercial rivalry between the two 
nations. The English fleet under James, Duke of York, 
the king’s bi'other, gained a vietor\' over the Dutch at 
Low^estoft. Meanwhile London was suttering from the 
ravages of the Plague, a mysterious disea.se which 
festered in the city, and within a few mouths carried off 
nearly 100,000 people. The richer people fled: trade 
ceased, and grass grew in the streets: the dead were cast 
like animals into pits. Thieves and ruffians roamed the 
deserted streets; and, of the great officers of the govern- 
ment, only General Monk, now Duke of Albemarle, 
remained to keep order. 

The Dutch war still continued, the English fleet being- 
now commanded by Prince Rupert. A furious, battle, 
lasting four days, was fought ofi’the coast of Kent between 
Albemarle and Rupert on the English side and De Ruyter 
on the Dutch. Neither side gained the victory, and both 
fleets suffered terrible damage. A month latei-, the 
English burnt a Dutch town on the Zuyder Zee, and 
destroyed a large fleet of merchant vessels. 
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A new misfortune then fell on London. The Great 
Fire broke out on SejDtember 2, 1666, and raged for three 
days, during which St. Paul’s Cathedral, 89 churches, 
many fine buildings, and 13,000 houses were destroyed. 
A panic occurred, in which the fire was variously ascribed 
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to the Dutch, the J ews, the Roman Catholics, and others. 
In the following years disaster reached its climax. 
Negotiations were proceeding for a peace with the 
Dutch,, and Charles, ^too hastily concluding that his 
terms would be accepted, took for his own purposes a 
large sum of money voted by Parliament for the main- 
tenance of the fleet. The ships returned from sea; but 
a Dutch fleet quickly appeared, sailed up the Medway, 
and, in spite of all the efibrts of Albemarle, burfled several 
English ships, and made a prize of the Royal Charles. 
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Englishmen felt this as \i national disgrace, and in 
their indignation jjut on Clarendon the blame really due to 
the selfish and treficherous king. A fetv t’ears befon.*. 
Clarendon had displeased them by selling Dunkirk to 
the French king, and the recent disasters had made him 
thoroughly unpopular. Charles ’u-as glad of the excuse 
to get rid of him: so he was dismissed from office a) id 
impeached, and, without waiting for his trial, he totik 
the king’s advice and fled to France. There he wrote 
his History of the Great Rchellion. 


2. CHARLES THE PENSIONER OF FRANC’E. 

After Clarendon’s fall, afiairs were for a time in the 
hands of five ministers, the initials of whose surnames 
formed the word “ Cabal The most able of the.se was 
Anthony Ashley Cooper, afterwards first Earl of Shaftes- 
bury. 

At this time the King of Finance was Louis XIV., a 
man of great cunning and of vast ambition. He was 
anxious to add the Netherlands to his dominions, and 
had already captured several towns. To prevent the full 
achievement of his designs, an alliance was concluded 
between Holland, Sweden, and England, which succeeded 
in gaining from Louis, at the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
the promise to abstain from further conquest. 

But Charles was not sincere in this alliance with 
Protestant countries. Secretly a Roman Catholic, he 
wished to set up his religion in England; not from any 
truly religious motive, but because he thought that the 
Catholic church would help him to be an absolute king. 
He therefore made a secret treaty with Louis, in which 
he agreed to acknowledge himself a Catholic at a favour- 
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able opportunity, and to send English troops to aid Louis 
in a neAA' war with the Dutch. Louis on his side agreed 
to support Charles with money and froop^s if the nation 
opposed him when he declared himself a Catholic, and 
promised him £230,000 a year while the war lasted. 

Charles was always wanting monej’-, to spend on his 
pleasures. He used for his own purposes money voted 
for the defences of the country, and in 1672 he got 
money by a shameful act of dishonesty. The goldsmiths, 
AAdio were also the bankers of that time, were accustomed 
to lend to the goA^ernment at a high interest the money 
confided to them by their clients. There AA^as £1,300,000 
in the exchequer, and this sum was seized by the king, 
AAdio refused to repay it, at the same time reducing the 
interest to about half the former rate. This Stoiy of the 
Exchequer ruined many of the goldsmiths, and made 
people hate Cliftbrd, the member of the Cabal AA’^ho had 
suggessted it. 

A little later Charles, to prepare the Avaj^- for his con- 
fession of Roman Catholicism, allowed his bi'other James, 
the heir to the throne, to be received into the Roman 
Catholic church, and then issued a Declaration of Indul- 
gence, giving complete libeity of worship to Catholics 
and Dissenters alike. This measure, which in these 
days seems absolutely just and wise, caused gi'eat irrita- 
tion, for the majority of the nation looked with disfavour 
on both Catholics arid Dissenters, and suspected the 
king’s motives, as there was good reason to do. 

By this time Louis XIV. had begun his war with the 
Dutch, and in accordance with the secret treaty of Dover 
Charles fought the Dutch on sea, and sent a force to 
assist the French on land. The French were •successful, 
but the Dutch AA»ere determined to save their country. 
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and by the advice of their Grand Pensionary, .T(»]in de 
Witt, cut the dykes that protected their low-lying- land 
from the sea, and thus stopped Louis' progTess. De 
Witt was shortly afterwards murdered, and his place at 
the head of the nation was taken hv William of Orange, 
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who became Stadtholder, and waged a lifelong \ 5 'ar 
against his countzy’s great enemy Louis. 

Parliament, which had not met for nearly- two years, 
was called by Charles in February, 1673, to vote more 
money. It at once requested^ him to withdraw the 
Declaration of Indulgence, and pl’oeeeded to pass the Test 
Act, which required that all who held office under the 
crown should be members of the Church of England, 
Charles could get no money until he had given his assent. 
The TestoAct broke up the Cabal ministry, two members 
of which were Roman Catholics; and James, Duke of 
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York, had to I’esign his position as lord high admiral. 
Shaftesbury, -^’ho had found out the terms of the secret 
Treaty of Dover, supported the new act, and being dis- 
missed by Charles, at once went into opposition against 
him, leading what was called the “countiy” party, the 
king’s suppoi’ters being known as the “ court ” party. 

The king’s new minister was the Earl of Danby, a 
clever man, who, to gain the support of Parliament, made 
large use of bribes. He concluded peace with the Dutch, 
and helped to bring about a marriage between William 
of Orange and Mary, the elder daughter of James, and 
the niece of Charles. This marriage of a possible queen 
of England with a Protestant was very popular in 
England. 

Parliament had had so good reason to dislike the king 
that it was not willing to gi’ant supplies. Louis therefore 
gave Charles a pension of £100,000 a year, so that he might 
be independent of his subjects. It was suspected that he 
was a Koman Catholic, and men feared that with Louis’ 
aid he would endeavour to set up his religion in England. 
In the midst of the general suspicion, a degraded wretch 
named Titus Oates came forward with a story of a Popish 
plot to kill the king and establish a Catholic government. 
Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, the magistrate to whom he 
told his tale, was soon afterwards found dead in a field 
near Primrose Hill, and it was believed that he had been 
murdered by the Catholics to prevent his taking action. 
There was intense excitement; Oates’ story, a tissue of 
lies, was believed, and several innocent Catholics lost 
their lives. All the old hatred of the Catholics revived, 
and a law was passed which prevented any Catholic from 
becoming a member of either house of Parliamgnt. 
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Meanwhile, > the pension arrangement between Loins 
and Charles had become known to Parliament. Letters, 
revealing Danby's part in it, were brought before the 
Commons, with the result that he was at once impeaelied. 
To save him, and at the same time to prevent the 
disclosure of other unpleasant secrets, Charles dissolved 
Parliament. In the new House of Commons, the hrst 
that had been elected for seventeen years, a very large 
number of the members took sides with Shaftesbury 
against the king. The impeachment of Danby was re- 
vived, and his plea that he had a full pardon froia the 
king: was not allowed ; but the Commons agreed to 
drop proceedings against liim if he were dismissed from 
office. 

Knowing that James, Duke of York, was a Catholic, 
and fearing that, when he became king, he would try to 
destroy the Protestant religion in England, the C'ommons 
brought in an Exclusion Bill, to prevent him from 
succeeding his brother. Chaiies soon dissolved Pai’lia- 
ment, but not befoi'e it had passed Shaftesbury’s famous 
Habeas Gorpas Act, which jirovides that a prisoner 
committed for trial may I’equire a judge to issue a 
writ ordering the jailer to produce him in court, and that 
a prisoner must be tried at the first assizes after his 
committal, unless unavoidable circumstances prevent. 

Thus no man can be kept in p .t the mere command 

of the king and without having an open trial. 

In the new Parliament, Shaftesbury again brought in 
the Exclusion Bill, intending that the king’s successor 
should be the Duke of Monmouth, his natural son. The 
bill passed through the Commons, but was defeated in the 
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Lords OK’ing to the powerful Oioposition of the Marquis of 
Halifax, a veiy able man, who accepted from his enemies 
the derisive name of “Trimmer”, comparing- himself to a 
man who shifts his position in a boat in order to “trim” 
it or keep it on even keel. About this time the names 
Whig and Toiy first came into use, the Tories being the 
supporters of the king, while the Whigs were the“couiitiy ” 
party or opposition. 

Another Parliament met at Oxford in 16S1, to which 
Shaftesbury and his party came armed. This was a 
mistaken move, for the people, fearing another civil war, 
began to side with Charles, though they had no longing 
for a “Popish” king. Shaftesbury’s wish was that 
Monmouth should be acknowledged heir to the throne, 
which being unjust to James’s daughters, who were 
Protestants, greatly weakened his influence. He was, 
however, suppoi’ted by the Commons, whereupon Charles 
again dissolved Parliament. It was then intended to bring 
Shaftesbury to trial for plotting treason -with Monmouth, 
but the earl fled to Holland in January, 1083, where in 
a few months he died. 

In the same year, it was discovered that a plot had 
been formed to murder Charles and J ames at Rye House, 
in Hertfordshii-e, as they returned from the Newmarket 
racea The plot failed, and involved in its failure some 
members of Shaftesbury’s party who, though not actually 
concerned in it, were known to be bitterly indignant 
with the king’s government. The chief victims were 
the Earl of Essex, Lord William Russell, Algernon Sidney, 
and John Hampden, grandson of the ship-money hero 
and patriot. All were high-minded and patriotic men, 
and their trial, before a brutal judge named Jeffreys, 
was a mockery. ^ Russell and' Sidney were beheaded. 
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Essex killed himself in pri-’ion, and Hampden was fined 
the enormous sum of £40,000. 

Chai'les was no\C" more powerful than he had bemi at 
any time during his reign, but less than two years later 
he was dead. In his last hours he confessed Limself a 
Roman Catholic, and on his death-bed, commending a 
favourite of his to the care of his brother, and apologizing 
for taking so long to die, showed himself the same witty, 
generous, frivolous man he had always been. 


THE REIGN OF JAMES THE SECOND. 

(1GS5-1G89.) 

1. MONMOUTH’S EEBELLION.— THE DISPENSING 

POWEP. 

Charles was succeeded by his brother James, who was 
as industrious as his predecessor had been indolent. He 
had some business capacity, hud proved himself, as lord 
high admiral, a capable seaman and commander, and 
was reputed to be a man of his word. He had been a 
loyal subject to Charles, and thotigh selfish and immoral, 
was a man of strong family affections, and a staunch 
friend to those who had once gained his confidence. But 
he was narrow in intellect and lacking in imagination, 
and was just as obstinate, and .as unable to see anj' 
honesty in his opponents, as his uhhappy father, Charles 
I., had been. He was an ardent Roman Catholic, and set 
before him as his chief aim the restoration of liberty of 
worship to his fellow Catholics. Unluckily, in attempting 
to carry aut his purpose, which was right enough in 
itself, he not only broke* the laws of JEngland without 
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remorse, but went in direeJ opposition to the public 
opinion o£ his time. This meant ruin, and it is to James’s 
credit that he clung to his religion even when ruin 
stared him in the face. 

The first year of his reign was marked by an insurrec- 
tion, brought to an end by the last real battle fought on 

English soil. Ac- 
companied by a 
few friends, the 
Duke of Mon- 
mouth landed in 
Dorsetshire, de- 
claring that he 
had come as the 
champion of the 
Protestant reli- 
gion, to wrest the 
crown from his 
uncle James. He 
was speedily 
joined by crowds 
of peasants and 

^ „ of the poorer citi- 

James II. i ■** 

zenSj out men of 

the better classes held aloof. A royal army was at once 
sent against him, and at Sedgemoor, early in the morning 
of July 6, 1685, “Eling Monmouth’s” ill-armed horde of 
rustics was routed by King James’s troops, chiefly through 
the skill of a young captain named John Churchill, who 
did the greater part of the work while his general. Lord 
Feversham, was snoring in bed. Monmouth fled, and 
some days later was captured in the New Forest. He 
was taken to London, where his piteous appeal for mercy 
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was disregai’ded Ly Jaiaesi and lie sutferod the legal 
penalty of liis treason. 

His supporters in’ the we.-t of England r^utierci l-arlar- 

ous cruelties at the hands of Colonel Kirlte ami Chi- f- 

justice Jetfreys. More than thive liundiv-l VtOiv iiaiiged. 

eight hundred were shipped otf as slave-s ti- tlie West 

Indies, and many more were rlogged. imprisoiieil jiml 

■fined. No great trouble Avas taken to di-eover trlAetlier 

the victims vrere guiltv or innocent: and cue lalv tvas 
• — «' %■ 

beheaded at Winchester on the iruniperv true or 

false, of some rebels a lodmir**. 

It will be remembered that in the lavviuii-. reiy:n 
the Test Act had been paa^eJ. which exL-hidchi Roman 
Catholics from offices under the crown. Jranes, deter- 
mined to defy this act, made some Catholics officers in the 
army, announcing that he possessed, as king, the riglit 
to dispense with obedience to the law. He liad a test 
case brought before the judges, who, holding their offices 
at his pleasure, complaisantly deci<ied that persons to 
whom he had granted dispensatioiis were free from the 
penalties consequent on a breach of the law. Having 
got this decision, James went further. He appointed a 
Roman Catholic to the deaneiy of Christ Cliiirch, Oxford. 
When the English clergy, in alarm at these appointments, 
warned their congregations against the teaching of the 
Catholics, James set up a Court of High Commission to 
punish them, placing at its head |he vicious and brutal 
Jeffreys, whom he made Lord Chancellor. 

Disregarding the murmurs now arising on all sides, the 
king appointed more Catholics to important posts in the 
army and the council; he had the Catholic worship cele- 
brated openly in the royal chapel, and formally received 
a nuncio from the Pope. " Becoming belder with every 

(M242) 
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successive step, lie next iBsaedm. Declaration of Indulgence, 
suspending the laws against Catholics and Dissenters. 

Turning to the Universities, he deprived of his office 
the vice-chancellor of Cambridge for refusing to grant 
a degree to a monk who, as a Catholic, was not eligible; 
then he ordered the fellows of Magdalen College, Oxford, 
to elect to the office of president, at that time vacant, 
a Catholic named Farmer. The fellows, exercising their 
legal I’ight, met and elected John Hough, one of their 
own number. They were summoned before the High 
Commission Court, which declared Hough’s election illegal, 
James dropped the nomination of Farmer, but ordered 
the fellows to elect Parker, Bishop of Oxford, who, though 
not a Catholic, agreed in many points with the king. 
When they refused, because, since they had already elected 
Hough, the office was not vacant, James went down to 
Oxford himself, gave them a violent scolding, and expelled 
Hough with thirty-nine other membei's of the college. 


2. THE BEVOLUTION. 

Wishing to obtain paidiamentary sanction for his De- 
claration of Indulgence, James dissolved his first Parlia- 
ment, which had not met for business for more than 
eighteen months, and tried to induce the lorcls-lieutenant 
of the counties to secure the election of members 
favourable to him, They wex’e indignant at his request, 
and almost all of them refused to comply with it. As 
a result, they lost their positions, and at the same time 
some of the great lords of the council were dismissed 
to make room for Catholics. James resolved for the 
present to do without a Parliament, and on April 22, 
1688, issued a 8<3cond Declaration of Indulgence, which 
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he ordei’ed to be read, on two successive Sundays, in all 

the clinrclies. 

The bishops- and the clergy had so often preachr‘d the 
doctrines of divine right and non-resistance that James 
was unprepared for opposition. But seven of the hisliops. 
headed by Sancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, drew u]i 
a petition, in which thej-' declared, in moderate and Irn-a! 
terms, that, as the Declaration was certainly illegal, they 
could not in prudence, honour, or conscience, a,sk their 
clergy to read it. When the petition was brought to 
James, he became very angry. Declaring that it was 
a “ standard of rebellion ”, and refusing to listen to the 
bishops’ protest that they meant no disloyalty, he roughly 
dismissed them, saying that he would maintain the 
dispensing power that God had given him. The same 
night, printed copies of the petition were hawked about 
the streets and eagerly bought by the people. 

On the next dav, when the Declaration was to have 
been read the first time, hardly a clergj-man obeyed the 
royal order; the few who did obey saw their congregations 
rise and flock out of church. In his anger James decided 
to prosecute the bishops for publishing a “• false, malicious, 
and seditious libel ”, The trial took place in Westminster 
Hall, and one of the advocates for the bishops, a young 
lawyer named J ohn Somers (afterwards Lord Chancellor) 
showed, in a speech that took little more than five minutes 
to deliver, that their document ^’as neither false, nor 
malicious, nor seditious, nor a libel. After a discussion 
that lasted all night the jury unanimously agreed to a 
verdict of not guilty, and the bishops left the court amid 
the boisterous cheers of the thousands who thronged the 
Hall and thb surrounding streets. 

That same night, while the sky was blazing with 
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fireworks and illiiniiiiatioiiH in lioiioiir of tlie acquittal 
of the bisliop>s. Admiral Herbert slipped away to Holland 
diso-iiised as a coiiim.on sailor, bearing a. letter signed 
by some of Eiiglairbs greatest men, asking William of 
Orange to come over and save England from lier self- 
willed, law-breaking king. 

Hitherto tlie nation liad patiently borne James's 
tyiviiiny, because lie was getting oii in years, and baring 
no sun, lie would soon be succeeded by bis Protestant 
daughter, Maiy, wife of the Prince of Orange, But only 
two days after the seven Inshops had been sent to the 
Tower, the king’s second wife bore him a son. The ])irtli 
of a male heir, usually tlie signal for an outburst of joy, 
filled the nation with rage and despair. When James 
died they could only expect another Stuart king, a 
Catholic, a believer in divine right, a tyrant, like his 
father and grandfather. They could be j)atient no 
longer; they would send for the husband of their beloved 
princess Mary and see what he could do for them. 

William agreed to come, and then James in his alarm 
made concessions one after another, and promised, if the 
people would give him another chance, to undo all tliat 
they complained of . But it was too late. William landed at 
Torbay on November 6, 1688; James’s officers, his friends, 
his own daughter Anne forsook him, and after a period 
of doubt, hesitation, and fear, after one vain attempt at 
flight, the unhappy k^ng followed his wife and child to 
France, and never more set foot on English soil. 

A Convention, which met on pJanuaiy 22, 1689, declared 
that James, “having endeavoured to subvert the con- 
stitution of the kingdom , . , having violated the funda- 
mental laws, and having withdx^awn himself out of the 
kingdom, had abdicated the government, and that the 
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throne had thereby become <nracant". After much dis- 
cussion and some disagreement, the crown was offered to 
William and Mary jointly. On Februa'ry 13, they became 
King and Queen of England and Ireland, and a month 
later a Scottish Convention added Scotland to their 
dominions. 


THE EEIGN OF WILLIAM AND MARY. 

( 1689 - 1702 .) 

1. IMPORTANCE OF THE REVOLUTION.— SCOTLAND. 

The Revolution was an event of the greatest importance 
in the history of England. It was much more than a 
change of rulers; it was the dividing line between two 
systems of government. It gave the death-blow to the 
theory of the divine right of kings, and substituted that 
of the popular right of Parliament. From that time the 
personal part taken in the government by the sovereign 
has diminished, and the part taken by Parliament has 
increased, till, in our day, the government is carried on 
wholly by ministers responsible to Parliament, assisted 
by permanent officials. 

William and Mary owed their title to Parliament, and 
they had to submit to certain conditions. The Convention 
drew up a famous document called the Declaration of 
Right — afterwards, when the Convention was declared 
a Parliament, made into the Bill of Rights — in which the 
“undoubted rights anff liberties ” of the English nation 
were once more asserted. The suspending and dispensing 
powers, the levying of taxes and the maintenance of a 
standing army in time of peace without the consent of 
Parliament, were declared illegal. It was declared also 
that Parliament should be frequently called together; 



IMPORTANCE OP TH^ REVOLCTION. 


87 

that the election of members should be conducted free 
from royal interference: that no Roman Cathrdic could 
succeed to the, throne: and that if Mary died withciut 
children, the crown should descend to her sister* Anne 
and her children, 
or, if they failed, 
to any children 
^\’illiam might 
have if he married 
again. 

Thoug'h W illiam 
and Mart’’ were 
joint sovereigns, 
it was agreed from 
the ■first that Wil- 
liam should have 
the actual power. 

The new king was 
a man of feeble 
frame and poor 
health, but of wrniam iii. 

dauntless courage 

and high mental power. He was severe, and stern, and 
had none of the geniality that wins strong personal 
affection; but he was true to the compact under which 
he accepted the crown, and he guided the nation most 
skilfully through the difficult eirdunstances of the time. 
The leading principle of his life was determined opposition 
to the aggi*ession of the great Fi'ench king, Louis XIV. 
Mary had all those popular qualities which William 
lacked. She was not clever, but she was handsome, 
amiable, and devoted to her husband, to whom her tact 
and good temper were very helpful. 
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The first acts of the Parliament were just and wise. A 
Muthiy Act was pa.ssed, for the better discipline of the 
army: and as it is necessary for this act, to be renewed 
every year, it gives Parliament complete control over 
the armj''. A Toleration Act was also passed, giving 
liberty of worship to Dissentei's, though the laws unjustly 
keeping them and the Catholics out of office and imposing 
on them other disabilities were not repealed. The parties 
which had been formed in the two previous I’eigns, 
namely the Whigs and the Tories, had both become 
stronger, and more fixed in their opposition to each other; 
indeed, the struggle between them grew so fierce that 
William, despairing of reconciling parties both ojjposed 
to himself, at one time thought of returning to Holland 
and leaving England to its fate. 

He had other serious difficulties to face besides this 
party contest. James II. had fled to France, and it was 
expected that Louis XIV. would help him to recover his 
kingdom. Many of William’s chief councillors, anxious 
to secure their position in case of a restoration, were in 
correspondence with James; and William, though he 
knew this, did not feel himself strong enough to punish 
them. 

Actual rebellion broke out in Scotland. The High- 
landers, under Graham of Claverhouse, rose for James, 
and defeated General Mackay at the Pass of Killiecrankie. 
The death of Claverliouse, however, in the moment of 
victory, deprived the rebellion of its moving spirit, and 
rendered further struggle hopeless. 

An event that followed on the rebellion leaves a dark 
stain on the records of the reign. The Highland chiefs 
were ordered to take the oath of allegiance befdre an officer 
of the government, by the first day of 1692. The chiefs 
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delayed their sulsmission as?- long as tliey c>.tuld, aud one 
o£ them, the head ot“ the ilaedonalds of Olmieoe, hy an 
unlucky mistake took the tiath six days late. The 
Secretaiy ot‘ State for Scotland was Sir John Dalrymple, 
who, wishing to make an example of the rt-liels, obtained 
from William a signed paper, autliuriziug him to '‘extir- 
pate that sect of thieves", the Macdonalds. 

The order was carried out with a treacherous meanness 
that covers Daliymple’s name with di.sgrace. A body of 
soldiers was cptartered among the unsuspicious Mac- 
donalds, and lived among them in outward friendliness 
for a fortnight. Then, on February 13, 1092, in the 
darkness of the night, the soldiers fell on their hosts, 
and began to ma.ssacre them. Warned by the noise of 
their muskets, three-fourths of the elan fled; but thirty- 
eight persons were killed, aud many more died c»f cold 
and hunger among the hills. For years the massacre of 
Glencoe fostered the hatred of the Highlanders for the 
English government. 


■2. lEELAND.— FEAXCE. 

William, like Cromwell, had diffictilties to contend 
with in Ireland. There a great army 'was raised for 
James by the Earl of Tyreonnell, and the English and 
Scotch Protestant colonists were Iriven from their farms. 
They took refuge in Londonderry', and for 105 days that 
town endured the horrors of a siege. In spite of famine, 
disease, and death, the spirit and determination of the 
defenders never flagged, a clergyman named Walker 
keeping ap their courage by his stirring sermons and 
unwearied personal efforts. At length, the town was 
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relieved by some ships, which broke through the boom 
thrown by the enemy across the harbour. 

On July 1, 1690, the battle of the Boype was fought, 
at which William in person gained a great victoiy over 
James and his Irish army. To the disgust of some of his 
principal supporters, James fled from the field, and soon 
after took ship for France. Other battles were fought, 
in which William’s troops were completely victorious. 
Among his officers was the John Churchill who had done 
so much to win the victory of Sedgemoor. The Irish 
rebellion was speedily crushed, and a large number of the 
brave Irish soldiers were allowed to enter the French 
king’s employment. Under good discipline and general- 
ship, they did their new master yeoman service as the 
famous Irish brigade. 

The help given to James by Louis led to war with 
France. The French army was commanded by a most 
able general, the Duke of Luxembourg, and the English 
troops were almost always defeated on land. William, 
good general as he was, was outmatched by Luxembourg, 
and suffered defeats at Steenkerke in 1692, and at Landen 
in 1693. But though defeated, he was not routed. The 
English fought with admirable bravery, and William 
showed great patience and fortitude under failure. These 
battles, against the best troops and generals in Em’ope, 
taught the English lessons which they turned to good 
account in the next reign. 

On the sea, England was soon triumphant. At the 
great battle of La Hogue in 1692, Admirals Russell and 
Rooke totally defeated the French Admiral de Tourville, 
and burned his transport ships under the very eyes of 
King James. “See how my brave English fight!” the 
fallen king is said* to have exclaimed. This success was 




91 





92 


THE REIGN 0F*> WILLIAM AND ALARY. 


followed by a great disaster. A. fleet of 400 merchant 
vess^els, carrying goods from England to the Mediter- 
ranean, fell into a trap cunningly la^d hj De Tourville; 
and, though gallantly defended by Admiral Eooke with 
some English and Dutch war-vessels, nearly 300 of the 
ships were captured or destroyed. The disaster brought 
I'uin to many London merchants. 

The next year, Queen Mary died of smallpox. William 
felt her loss very keenly. The death of Luxembourg a 
few days later gave him his first chance of success 
in the war. He was more than a match for the other 
French genei'als, and by September, 1694, he had captured 
the great fortress of Mamur. The war went on for two 
years longer without any great success on either side; 
and at length, in 1697, the Peace of Eyswick was signed, 
by which Louis gave up all the land that he had con- 
quered since 1678, and acknowledged William as King of 
England. Thus the advantages of the peace were mainly 
on the side of England. 

After Mary’s death, some of the Jacobites, as the sup- 
porters of James were called, formed plots to assassinate 
William and bi'ing James back. They failed, and William 
became more popular than he had been before. He had 
no children, and the Princess Anne’s children had all 
died. So much depended on his single life that Parlia- 
ment passed an Act of Settlement (1701), which provided 
that on Anne’s death ^he crown should pass to the nearest 
Protestant member of 'the Stuart family, Sophia, eleetress 
of Hanover, and grand-daughter of James I. One very 
important clause of the same act ordained that the judges 
were to hold office practically for life, and could not be 
removed unless Parliament asked for their removal. 
Thus the king was prevented” from interfering with the 
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course of justice, and the 'judges could df their duty 
honestly tvithout fear of the kiiig. 

A uetv trouble soon arose witli France. The Kinu' of 
Spain, ’svliolly an invalid and half a Tiiadntau, had no 
children, and it Avas doubtful Avho Avuuld ^rx'e^-ed him. 
One of the claimants Atats the Dauphin uf France; but 
England and the Prote.stant .‘states of Europe Avere 
uiiAvilling to see the great dominions of Spain, belli in 
Europe and in the Colonies, go to ■^AA-ell the power and 
AA^ealth of France. William aa'us anxious to b.e ready for 
AA'ar A\dth France, but the Tories. Avhu at that time formed 
the majority in Parliaiueut, Aveiv t>itally ofiposed to 
Avar. William therefore arrang'etl two P’j.’fii ■•nt 
in succession, bv Avhieli tlm Snunisli dominions AA'erc* tet b,.* 
diAuded among the A*arious claiinant.s'. But when Charles 
of Spain at last died and left his doiniuinii^ by Avill to 
Philip, the second son of the Dauphin. Louis at once 
alluAved his grandson to accept the betpie.st, and Williams 
work was ail thi-oAvn aAA’aA'. 

Both Partition Treatie.s Avere A’ery unpopular in Eng- 
land, Avliere the people thought that France Avas too 
generously treated. But there was no Avish to go to war 
Avith France, until Louis made a great mistake. James 
11. died in 1701, and Louis at once ackuoAvle<lged his .son 
James, generally known as the “Old Pretender”, as King 
of England. This at once roused the English temper. A 
Whig Parliament Avas elected tvid money Avas eagerly 
voted for AAmr. William, in the Aiidst of a popularity he 
had never before enjoyed, seemed to be on the point of 
striking a deadly blow at his lifelong enemy: but death 
came suddenly upon him. He AA'as throAATi from his 
horse whife riding at Hampton Court, and his collar-bone 
was broken. To a strong man this a(S 2 ident aa'ouM haA’e 
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brought little danger, but ifb William, with his weakly 
constitution, it was fatal. He died on March 8, 1702, 
a great, though not a faultless, soldier, statesman, and 
king. 


3. SOME GREAT FACTS OF THE REIGN. 

Among the statesmen who served William, a high place 
belongs to Charles Montagu, afterwards Earl of Halifax. 
He was the first of the gi’eat financiers of modern England. 
As Chancellor of the Exchequer he in 1693 took the 
foremost part in the establishment of the Naticmal Debt. 
Previous kings had borrowed money, and previous par- 
liaments had paid the kings’ debts; but William’s long 
French war involved such enormous expense that it was 
difficult for the king to borrow, and impossible to raise 
the necessary money entirely by taxation. Montagu 
therefore proposed that wealthy men should lend money 
to the government, on the security of the whole nation, 
being assured of receiving regular interest until the 
loan was repaid. The scheme was successful ; and besides 
pleasing the wealthy men, it helped to give the govern- 
ment strength, because it gave men a new interest in 
maintaining an orderly government. 

Next year a Scotsman named William Paterson, with 
the assistance of Montagu and others, founded the Banh 
of England. Previou^y the city goldsmiths had been 
the only bankers. Noi!!^, however, a number of rich men 
who had lent money to the government were allowed by 
charter to receive and to lend money at interest. Thus 
people who wanted to hoard or to increase their money 
could entrust it to the bank, feeling sure that the bank’s 
connection with tb© State would prevent it from failing. 
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To Montagu was due anotjier good thing, the improve- 
ment of the silver coinage. In former years the coins 
had been I’ough in shape, and were constantly diminished 
in value by clipping. Under Chaides II. a mill had been 
set up in the Tower 
of London, which 
pi'oduced better 
coins, exactly 
round, equal in 
size, weight, and 
thickness, and 
with a “ milled ” 
edge, which would 
easily show if 
clipping had been 
attemjDted. But 
nobody would 
part with the new 
coins so long as 
he had any of 
the less valuable 
old coins with 
which to make his purchases, and as the old coins became 
smaller and smaller by clipping, tradesmen natui-ally 
raised the prices of their goods. 

Things were so bad that Montagu proposed that the 
use of the old coins should be foi^bidden, but, to prevent 
people losing by this, they mightdaring their old coins to 
the mint, and receive new milled ones instead of them. 
This good woi-k was carried out with the aid of Sir Isaac 
Newton, the great mathematician and astronomer, whom 
Montagu ]^d appointed Master of the Mint. Newton 
introduced great improvefnents in the coining machinery. 
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and thus the new coins wei*® rapidly put in circulation. 
People were much pleased with them, and the benefit to 
the traders and indeed to the whole community was very 
great. 

Lastly, William’s reign saw the “freedom of the Press” 
accomplished. For many years there had been severe 
restrictions on the printing trade. Printing could only 
be done at London, York, and the univei'sities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, and no book or newspaper could be 
published until a license had been obtained from an 
officer of the Crown. In 1695 the Act of Parliament on 
which the licensing office depended was not renewed, and 
from that time to this men everywhere have been free to 
print and publish what they please, so long as they print 
nothing that violates the law. 

The importance of this can easily be seen. Printing 
presses were set up in every town; books became more 
plentiful; and newspapers wei’e started which carried 
news of public events into every corner of the kingdom. 
Thus the nation knew better what its government was 
doing, and was in a better position to elect members of 
parliament who would really represent the national 
wishes. The great force known as “public opinion” 
sprang up, which since that time English statesmen have 
had more and more to reckon with. 


THE EEIGN OF ANNE. 

( 1702 - 1714 .) 

1. THE WAE OF THE SPANISH SUCCESSION. 

William’s successor was Anne, the second (^ughter of 
James II., a goodo and kind-helirted woman, accustomed 
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to rely rniicli on her friends, and yet endowed witli an 
obstinate will of liei* own. The Church was the great 
object of her care; she was distingTiished by her pious 
love for it. 

The real ruler of England for some years was that 
J ohn Churchill 
of whom we have 
already heard. 

He was now Earl 
of Marlborough, 
and his wife, a 
woman of great 
spirit and ability, 
but of a inascii- 
line and over- 
bearing temper, 
had for years 
been the bosom 
friend of the 
queen. In Marl- 
boroua'h hig-liand 
noble qualities 
were united with 
meanness and 
self-seeking; but Queen Aime. 

England has had 

no greater soldier and few greater statesmen. He never 
fought a battle without winning it; he never besieged 
a town without taking it. He never lost his temper 
even under the greatest provocation, was never cast 
down before disappointment and difficulty, and carried 
through mth the greatest ease tasks which seemed 
impossible. On the field of battle he was calm and 

( M 242 ) O 
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clear-headed; he treated hi^ prisonei's humanely; he 
had no savage love of lighting’, but fought always with 
a clear, statesmanlike view of some pdlitieal benefit to be 
gained. 

The greater part of Anne’s reign was occupied with 

the War of the 

T 1 - TV V allies. Prince Eu- 

John, Duke of Marlborough. ' 

gene of Savoy 

was the most skilful and famous. He and Marlborough 
were true brothers -in -arms, and worked together in 
undisturbed harmony. ^ 

The first great eveirt of the war was Marlborough’s 
capture of the fortress of Liege in 1702, for which he 
was made a duke. Two years later Eugene and he won 
the famous victory of Blenheim, in which they defeated 
a much larger army of French and Bavariangi, and took 
the French geneml prisoner. This victory undoubtedly 
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saved England from a Jacobit©. invasion, and the grateful 
country endowed the victor with a large pension and 
with the estate of Woodstock, near Oxford. Less than a 
fortnight before Blenheim, Admirals Rooke and Shovel 
had captured the rock fortress of Gibraltar, a commanding 
post, “the key of the Mediteia-anean ”, which England 
has retained ever since. 

In 1706 Marlborough won, by an admirable piece of 
generalship, his second great victory, at Ramillies, where 
the French lost all their baggage and most of their 
artillery. This, coupled with the exploits of the dashing 
English commander in Spain, the Earl of Peterborough, 
led to negotiations for peace, which Maiiboi'ough success- 
fully opposed because he thought the proposed terms not 
favourable enough to England. In 1708 the French were 
laying siege to Oudenarde when Marlborough and Eugene 
came up to its relief, and defeated a splendid French 
army under the Duke of Vendome. Later in the year 
the allies captured Lille, after a siege skilfully resisted 
for three and a half months bj’’ Marshal Boufilers. Mean- 
while they had lost the battle of Almanza in Spain, but 
had captm-ed the islands of Sardinia and Minorca in the 
Mediterranean. 

The year 1709 saw the last great battles of the war. 
Marlborough had captured Tournay, and was proceeding 
to invest Mons, when Marshal Villars came up with a 
large army to defend it„ A terrible battle took place at 
Malplaquet, where both Eugene and Marlborough fought 
in person at the head of their troops, and Eugene, as 
well as the Frencli marshal, was wounded. Though the 
allies were victorious, they lost far more men than the 
B^ch;^ Malplaquet was the most hard -fought and 
^stsTuetave battle «€ the war. A Highland brigade won 
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much (listinetion on the side of the allies, 'W'hile on the 
French side the famous Irish brigade showed splendid 
valour. 

The war continued for nearly three years longei’, hut 
both sides were exhausted bv the strugoie, and were eiad 
to make peace by the Treaty of Utrecht, signed in 1713. 
By this treaty Louis’ gi'andson Philij) was confirmed in 
the kingdom of Spain, but it was provided that the 
crowns of Spain and France should not be united. 
England retained Gibraltar and Minorca, and made 
other substantial gains which will be noticed in a later 
chapter. 


2. HOME AFFAIRS.— I. 

Party g'overnment, which had its beginning- in William 
III.’s reign, was ga-eatly developed in the reign of Anne. 
The Tories, who represented the old cavalier party, had 
accepted the Revolution as a disagreeable necessity, and 
were determined to maintain the roj’al power and the 
pre-eminence of the Church. The Whigs, a growth from 
the Puritan and Republican stock, thought the “ Glorious 
Revolution ” (as they called it) a magnificent step in the 
direction of freedom and self-government; they set Par- 
liament above the sovereign, and, numbering among 
them almost the whole of the Dissenters, they were in- 
clined to resist any increase in tlje powers and importance 
of the Church. There were, mdl-eover, two church parties 
— the High Churchmen, who were also Tories, and the 
Low Churchmen, who were mainly Whigs. These parties 
in Church and State had a great influence on the political 
affairs oi the nation. As a body the Tories were opposed 
to the war, while the Whigs were in* favour of it; Marl- 
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borough, though a Tory, agrebd with the Whigs on that 
( [Xiestion. ^ 

The great event of the reign was the Union of England 
and Scotland in 1707. Foi* a hundred years the two 
countries had been ruled by one sovereign, though in 
other respects independent of each other, each having its 
own Parliament. Disputes were thus constantly likely to 
occur, and international jealousies at times brought the 
two countries perilously near to actual warfare. 

In order to get rid of this ever-threatening danger, 
one of the earliest acts of Queen Anne’s reign was the 
appointment in 1702 of Commissioners of the English and 
Scottish Pai-liaments to consider tex'ms for an Act of 
Union. The Commissioners separated in February, 1708, 
without having reached a mutual understanding. 

The Scots Parliament in consequence passed an Act of 
Security, whereby on the death of the sovereign the crown 
should go to one who was not also monarch of England. 
In Scotland there was a general belief that, since the 
Union of the two crowns, the wealth and influence 
of the countiy had diminished owing to the greater 
favour shown by the monarch to his larger kingdom. 
The Scots also resented the shutting of English colonies 
to their trade. 

The recent failure of the Darien scheme of William 
Paterson, the founder of the Bank of England, seemed 
to them to be a case in point. Paterson had, during 
the reign of William, devised a scheme for colonizing 
the Isthmus of Darien, which was eagerly taken up 
by his countrymen, who invested in it almost all the 
money they possessed, and of whom hundreds crossed the 
seas as settlers. It failed, owing partly to ther wretched 
<^hi3Mite, partly to The hostility of English colonists and 
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merchants, partly to the opposition of Spain, and largely, 
as the Scots firmly believed, to the apathy, if not active 
hostility, of King William himself. 

The memory of this disastrous failure, which had 
brought ruin to nearly every liotisehold in the land, 
added to the bitter recollection of the Glencoe massacre, 
convinced the Scottish Parliament that, failing a union 
on favourable terms, the only hope of restoring prosjDerity 
lay in complete severance from England. To effect this 
separation was the purpo.se of the -dcf of Securit if. 

The passing of this act roused the English Parliament 
to a sense of the necessity for concluding a treaty of 
Union on terms agreeable to the Scots. In 1706 a new" 
Commission of both Parliaments was ajDpointed, and in 
1707 the Act of Union was passed. The two countries 
were declared one under the name of Great Britain, with 
one Parliament sitting in London, and freedom of trade 
between the two was established. Scotland profited im- 
mensely by her new liberty to trade with the English 
colonies, and England gained new security for her govern- 
ment. 


3. HOME AFFAIES.— II. 

The Tories had been in power from the opening of 
Anne’s reign. The two chief men of the party, after 
Marlborough and his friend the Lord Treasurer Godol- 
phin, were Robert Harley, afte^-wards Earl of Oxford, 
and Henry St. John, afterwards Viscount Bolingbroke. 
Of these two Bolingbroke was by far the greater in 
mental power; Harley was an astute party manager. 

Harley Jhad a great friend at court in the person of Mrs. 
Masham, who was a cousin of his and,.^lso of the Duchess 
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of itarn3ororigh, to whom, ii^cleed, she owed her place as 
l3edchamber woman to Queen Anne. She was soft of 
speech and gentle in manner, and gradually stole away 
the queen’s atfection from lier imperious favourite the 
duchess. As a result, Harley was able to undermine 



Marlborough’s in- 
fluence and power, 
and by his advice 
the queen ap- 
pointed some 
bishops without 
consulting lier 
chief ministers. 
Marlborough was 
strong enougli to 
insist on Harley’s 
dismissal from 
office; his fellow 
Tories resigned, 
and the minis- 
try then became 
practically Whig. 


Eobert Harley, Earl of Oxford. 


But the Whigs 


soon lost tlieir 


power through making a foolish mistake. A noisy wind- 
hag of a clergyman, named Dr. Sacheverell, who belonged 
to the extreme High Church j)^rty, had preached two 
sermons in wlxich he. attacked the principles of the 
Eevolution, called Lord Godolphin by insulting names, 
abused the Dissentei’s, and raised the cry, the Church is 
in danger! The ministers foolishly impeached the 
preacher, who at once jx»sed as a persecuted martyr, and 
won immense pcjpuiarity. He was condemned by the 
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Lords, but it was already s«eii that a mistake had been 
made, and his punishment was light. But the impuacb- 
ment, added to discontent with the war, made the Whigs 
so unpopular that Anne, who preferred the Tories, dis- 
missed her liig- ministers, and recalled Harley and 
St. John. 

The fall of Marlborough was the natural consequence. 
He was accused of using the money of the State fur his 
own purposes, and was dismissed from all his offices, 
though he had a perfect defence to the charge. The rise 
of the Tories led to the stoi’jpage of the great war, for 
thoug’h there was a Whig majority in the House of Lords 
favourable to its continuance, twelve new Tory peers 
were created at Harley’s suggestion, and this turned the 
balance. 

Veiy soon Harley and St. John, now Lords Oxford and 
Bolingbroke, quarrelled. Bolingbroke, anxious to win 
the permanent support of the High Church party, carried 
through Parliament the Schism Aci, which ordained that 
no one should keep a school unless he were a member of 
the Church of England and licensed by his bishop. This 
act hit the Dissenters hard, and Lord Oxford, himself a 
Dissenter by birth, was offended at Bolingbroke’s eager- 
ness to pass the bill. There was previously ill-feeling 
between them because Oxford had obtained a higher title 
in the peerage than his rival. An open quaimel took 
place between them at the council table, and the queen, 
w'ho had a personal dislike to Oxford, dismissed him from 
office. 

Only five days later Anne, who had long been in bad 
health, died. There was great excitement in the country, 
for many people expected the Jacobites to make an 
attempt tc restore the Stuart line. Bolingbroke him- 
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self, as -well as many othersrof the Tory party, had been 
scheming w^ith this end in view; but the queen died 
before his plans were complete. On he? death-bed she made 
Lord Shrewsbuiy — a Whig, and one of the men who had 
invited William of Orange to England — lord treasurer. 
By his prompt action the succession to the throne, 
ajjpointed by law, was peacefully assured. The Electress 
Sophia of Hanover had died only a few months before 
Anne; her eldest son George, Elector of Hanover, was 
the new King of Great Biitain and Ireland. 


PEOGRESS DURING THE STUART PERIOD. 

The death of Queen Anne brought the “Stuart period” 
to an end, a most momentous peiiod in the history of 
Britain. The mo-st striking facts of these hundi'ed years 
are the growth of the power of Parliament, and the 
beginning of the colonial empire. 

From being merely a body for occasional consultation, 
Parliament had become the greatest factor in the govern- 
ment. It had acquired absolute control over taxation, 
the army, and the judges. The sovereign still retained 
the power of choosing and dismissing his ministers, and 
of vetoing the bills of Parliament; but the latter right 
was only used once by William and once by Anne; and 
successive impeachmesnts from Strafford to Danl>y had 
shown that minister^ however trusted by the Crown, 
were to be held responsible to Pardiament. 

Ever since the defeat of the Armada had shown 
England what her power might become on the sea, 
Englishmen had been seeking adventures, Avealth, and 
openings for trasde in both hemispheres. The ships of 
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Spain were cliased into tiae reiy liarbours of her 
colonies across the western seas, and Englislimen became 
acquainted with. new lands, and became tilled Avitli the 
longing to possess them. 

Trade with India, in rivalry with the Dutch, resulted 
in the grant of a charter to the East India Company 
on the last day of the 16th century. Forty yeans later, 
the companj- acquired a great factory at Madras, and 
the Indian trade grew to such dimensions that the 
Company constructed new docks, built its own shi23S, 
made its own masts, tackle, and gear of all kinds, even 
baked its own bread, and leaped a jirolit of 100 per 
cent on its outlay. The marriage of Charles II. to a 
Portuguese princess brought Bombay, a jiossessiou of 
Portugal, into the hands of England, and since that time, 
as we shall see later, the British f)ossessions have 
continually increased. 

In the West Indies, too, great acquisitions had been 
made. The rich and fertile islands had at first been divided 
between England, France, and Spain; but under Ci’omwell 
Jamaica was snatched from Sjiain, and other islands in 
course of time fell to Britain by conquest or treaty. 
The gi’eat sugar trade of the West Indies sprang up, the 
plantations being worked partly by free labour, but 
mainly by the forced labour of slaves, some of whom 
were Scots and Irishmen whom Cromwell took prisoner 
in his wars, but the majority negroes shipped from 
their home in Africa. 

The negro slave-trade, started by Sir John Hawkins 
in Elizabeth’s reign, had increased and become a great 
source of wealth to those engaged in it. The right of 
supplying tke Spanish colonies with slaves (known as 
the Assiento), which haa once belonged to the Dutch, 
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came at leugtli into tlie hands of a French company, hut 
\vas given up to England by the Treaty of Utrecht. In 
those days men had not learnt the' immorality, and even 
the folly from a business point of view, of that horrible 
trade. 

In North America, English colonies had gradually 
spread all along the eastern coast. In addition to New- 
foundland, Virginia, New England, and Maryland, the 
great colonies of Pennsylvania and Carolina had sprung- 
up: and at the beginning of the second Dutch war in 
Charles II.’s reign, the English captured the Dutch colony 
of New Amsterdam, and changed the name of its chief 
city to New York, in honour of the king’s brother. The 
treaty which brought the war to a close gave England 
the island of St. Helena, a convenient place of call for 
ships trading with the East Indies. The Treaty of Utrecht 
gave Britain the West Indian island of St. Christopher, 
and assured her in the possession of Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland, with the reservation of certain fishing 
rights to the French. 

The result of this great opening up of the New World 
was an enormous extension of British trade; the effects 
of which were the starting of new manufactures, and the 
rapid growth of cities in size and wealth. Wool and 
agricultural produce ceased to be the chief articles of 
export, and with the ifise of the great middle class in 
towns the old yeom#n class — farmers living in their own 
homesteads and tillfeig their own land — ^began to decay. 
Bristol ranked next in size and wealth to London; Nor- 
wich and Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, and Liverpool 
became busy and prosperous cities. 

London itself grew with a rapidity which alarmed 
the govemmeiJfc. The Eoyal Exchange took the place 
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formerly held the exchangesof Amsterdam as tlie mart 
of the tvorld. Docks and business houses crowded thick 
upon one another. There were no railway-trains, nor 
even lumbering “ ’buses ” to take the city loercliants to 
villas in the suburbs; they lived over their business 
premises, and formed a community which had vast 



influence in public aftairs. At the same time the 
permanent location of the Court and the Parliament in 
Westminster led to the rapid growth of the “west-end”, 
which befoi'e long became larger and scarcely less wealthy 
than the City itself. 

The London of Queen Anne was ,not the clean, well- 
lighted, well-guarded city of to-day. Though a gi'eat 
part of it had been rebuilt after the Fire, the sti'eets were 
nari'ow and dirty, without gutters, milighted at night 
except by feeble oil-lamps far apart, unguarded except 
by broken-dosvm old watchmen who walked the streets 
singing out the hour by the clock, and carefully keeping 
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out of the way of the bands of riotous young men of 
fashion who were the terror of all jjeaceable persons. 

Trade with the East brought tea &nd coffee to England. 
Costing at first as much as twenty shillings a pound, 
the new beverages gradually became popular, and in 
great measure took the place of beer. Coftee-houses 
were started in London, at which the wits and politicians 
of the day met and talked, each house becoming known 
as the haunt of a particular party or set. 

The majority of the people were very badly educated, 
but learning and science were diligentlj^ cultivated. The 
Eoyal Society, founded by Charles II., consisted of a 
number of men interested in science and scientific dis- 
covery, and included among its early members Sir Isaac 
Xewton, the great discoverer of the law of gravitation. 
In literature, the names of Milton, Bunyan, Dryden, 
Addison, Steele, Swift, and Pope — to name a few only — 
shine in bright letters on the glorious roll of the world’s 
great writers. In architecture. Sir Christopher Wren, 
the designer of the new St. Paul’s Cathedral, was with- 
out an equal; in music, Henry Purcell was the greatest 
artist of his day. In painting, England was behind 
foreign nations, but extended a generous patronage to 
the artists who came to her shores. 


THE REIGN, OF GEORGE THE FIRST. 

( 1714 - 1727 .) 

1. THE JACOBITES.— THE SOUTH SEA BUBBLE. 

The fact that Geoi*ge I. was a foreigner had a most 
important effect on the development of Rarliamentary 
government. An honest and industi’ious man, a soldier 
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who had fought bravely against England s enemies abroach 
George was a thorough German, who knew no English, 
and loved his little prineeduiii of Hanover more than 
his new kingdom. He soon ceased to preside at nieeiiiigs 
of his couiieih where the proceedings were uiiiiitelligible 
to him, and confided 
the government to 
his miiiisters. Since 
that time, except in 
George III/s reign, 
the part taken by 
the sovereign in the 
actual work of gov- 
ernment has been 
almost of no ac- 
count. 

As George owed 
his kingdom to the 
Whigs, it was natu- 
ral that A^liigs 
should be entrusted 
with the govern- 
ment. The most George I 

important of the 

ministers who held office during the early part of the reign 
was Lord Townshend, an upright and industrious man. 
Tlie Parliament elected in 1715 wa,s strongly Whig, and 
began an impeachment of Bolingbroke and Oxford as 
traitors. Bolingbroke fled to France and joined the 
Pretender; Oxford remained to face Ms accusers, and, 
the impeachment being dropped, suffered only two jmars' 
imprisonment for misdemeanour. 

Though tlie plans of the Jacobites hai. been frustrated 
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by the prompt measures of Shrewsbury and the Whigs, 
all danger from them was not yet over. Jacobite risings 
took place in several quarters, and' to cope with the 
danger the Riot Act was passed, which declared that if 
twelve or more jiersons unlawfully assembled, and 
I’efused to disperse when oi'dered to do so bj' a magis- 
trate, they were guilty of felony: and if any of them 
lost their lives in being dispersed by force, no one 
was to be held guilty of murder. This act is still in 
force. 

In Scotland, an insurrection on behalf of the Pretender 
was headed by the Earl of Mai’, while some lords and 
gentlemen in the north of England rose in the same 
cause. A drawn battle was fought between Mar and 
the royal forces under Argyle at Sheriffmuir, where Mar, 
by a strange piece of folly, threw away a good chance 
of succe.ss. Soon after, the Pretender himself landed in 
Scotland, but he was so dull and spiritless that his 
presence injured instead of helping his cause, and he 
was glad to sail back to France. Meanwhile the English 
rising had been crushed at Preston : Lords Derwentwater 
and Kenmure and thirty-eight other persons were put to 
death. So ended the rebellion of 1715. 

Since the reign of William III. a law had been in force 
limiting the duration of a Parliament to three years. So 
short a term had its disad%’^antages, and the Whigs, 
wishing to make sure ^f a longer pei-iod of power, passed 
in 1716 the Septenniai Act, which made seven years the 
maximum term for any one Parliament. Some of the 
advantages of this act, which is still in force, are that 
the country is not too frequently put to the expense of 
a general election, that the policy of the coipitry is not 
too frequently efeanged, and that there is time between 
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two elections for political excitement to cool, and for the 
elected Parliament to devote itself calmly and steadily to 
its work. 

Ill 1717, there was uisagTeement among the iiieiiihers 
of the Cabinet, and Townsheiid who lia*:! oiieiided the 
king, was dismissed from othee. The chief ministers 
then were Lords Sunderland and Stanhope. The latter 
carried the repeal of the Schism Act ^ and of other acts 
inflicting hardships on Dissenters, and would have re- 
pealed the Test Act also but for the violent opposition 
which liis proposal met. 

Tlie fall of the Sunderland and Stanhope ministry was 
caused in 1720 hy the bursting of the South Sea Bubble. 
Nine years before, a company had been formed with 
the title of the South Sea Company, for the piir])Ose of 
trading with Spanish America. Such extraor<Iimiiy tales 
were told of the wealth to be realized, that everybody 
was anxious to take shares in this company, and for some 
years it had flourished. 

In 1719, however, the government, alarmed at tlie rapid 
increase of the national debt, made an aiTaiigement by 
which the company took over the debt. The directors of 
the company advanced large sums of money to pay off 
those people who wanted their loans to the government 
repaid, and gave shares in the company to the people who 
were willing to accept them in place of their money. 
Many people "were willing to do so, because of the great 
reputation of the company; and* when the scheme 
became known, hundreds more, believing that a plan 
authorized by the government must be safe, eagerly 
bought shares. The price of a share gradually rose 
fi'om £100 Jo £1000, and the directors assured the 

1 See p. 105. 

( M 242 ) H 
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shareholders that they would receive at least 50 jier 
cent on their investment. 

The apparent success of the South Sea Scheme led to 
the formation of other companies, some of them with the 
most ridiculous ohjects. Tlie South Sea directors took 
proceedings against some of the rival companies as being* 
illegal, with the result that shareholders in the company", 
looking more closclj^ into its atfairs, began to see that its 
trade would never make profits huge enough to rejilace 
the enormous sums it had supplied to the government. 
Fearing that their money was lost, the peojjle so eager 
formerly to buy were now frantic to sell their shares. 
The price rapidly fell: shares that had cost £1000 wei’e 
by and by sold for £135. Of course it was now difficult 
to find purchasers for the shares, and people who had 
bought at the high juices lost their money. 

Dreadful ruin was the result: lords and ladies, clergy- 
men and working-men, people of all classes were reduced 
to beggary, and fiercely called for the jaunishment of those 
who had deceived them. Some of the ministers were 
connected tvith the company, and investigation showed 
that there had been a large amount of corrujat dealing. 
Sunderland was comjjelled to resign; Aislabie, the 
Chancellor of the Exchecpier, was sent to the Tower; 
the Postmaster -general committed suicide; Stanhojje,. 
whose part in the scheme had been very small, was so 
enraged at the taunts of an opj 5 onent in the House of 
Lords that he was seized with a fit and died. 

Thei’e was one statesman who had all along lifted up 
his voice against the scheme, and who was now called 
upon to bring order out of this confusion. That man 
was Robert Walpole, England’s first prime minister. 
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2. Sir; ituBEKT WALPOLE.— I. 




Eobert Walpple. fjor:i in ItJTC, v.’an the .son of a Xorfolk 
sijiiire. In his Oa'enly-tifth year lie succoeUeJ Ms fatiu r, 
both ill the possession cif the faniih' e.-^tate and as inoinber 
of Parliament for the noeket uoroneii of Ca.stle Eisino’. 

A year inter he be- 

caiiie meiiiber for - - 

liis other pocket j ^ 

Ijoro iigl \ ^Ly nil Kegis, 
wiiieli lie coiitiiiiieJ 
to represent for 
forty years. 

It was soon seen 
that tliej’onng niein- 
ber was a man of 
ability and charac- 
ter. In appearance 
he was a iDlaiii, jovial 
euinitry squire; he 
loved sport and 
hunting', and his 
tastes and manners, 
like those of most men of his time, were somewhat coarse. 
Under his rough exterior, however, there lay some of tlie 
(jualities of genius. He was goochliurnoured and gener- 
ous, active and industrious, a keent observer of men and 
things, staunch to the principles he professed, and 
endowed with the valuable gift of knowing how to 



Sir JElobert Walpole, aftei wards Earl of Orford 


manage men. He was a gi'eat financiei’, and a lover of 
peace; and as a statesman he fixed our modern form of 
governmentj»guided Britain safely through a very difficult 
peiiod, and did much to increase British frade and wealth. 
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It Avas the Duke of Marlbor3)Ugh who brought Walpole 
into the service of his country by giving him a subord- 
inate office in the government. The young man at once 
showed his special skill in dealing with figures. He Avas 
one of the managers of Sacheverell’s impeachment, Avhich 
led to the fall of the Whigs; and soon aftei'Avard, to get 
rid of him as a sturdy opponent, the Tories accused him 
of corruption, expelled him from the House of Commons, 
and confined him for a short time in the ToAver. 

When the Whigs returned to poAA’’er at the accession of 
George I., Walpole became, first. Paymaster of the Forces 
and then Chancellor of the Exchequer. On the dismissal 
of Lord ToAvnshend from office in 1717, Walpole, who was 
his brother-in-laAV, resigned, and persisted in his resigna- 
tion, though the king no less than ten times put the 
seals of office back into his hands. Recalled to poAA^er on 
the bui'sting of the “ South Sea Bubble ”, he became First 
Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
offices Avhich he held for tAA"enty-one years. 

Walpole was distinguished as a statesman by his 
avoidance of measures which would aAvaken religious 
or political animosity. “ Let sleeping dogs lie ” was his 
motto. Such a course proved of inestimable benefit to 
the coimtiy. During lus term of office the nation at 
large was prosperous and happy; trade doubled in value; 
the national debt was reduced; and life Avas easier for the 
poor than it had been almost ever before. 

Walpole’s good sense was soon shown in a question 
relating to Ireland. The bronze coinage of that country 
being deficient, a patent to supply new coins was obtained, 
in no very creditable way, for an English iron-master. 
This gave rise to great agitation in Ireland? where the 
P&rliament objected to the new coinage as excessive in 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


117 


amount, and because it was English. The brilliant writer, 
Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, took the 
opportunity tg vent his hatred of the English government 
in the Dixipier’s Letters, and the opposition g'rew so fierce 
that Walpole wisely withdrew the coinage. 

Walpole had no further trouble with Ireland, but in 
1727 an act was passed by the Irish Parliament which 
took away from Eoman Catholics the riffht of votins; at 
elections. This Act remained in force till 1793, and 
dining that period the Irish, the vast majority of whom 
were Catholics, were governed entirely by the Pro- 
testants, who naturally looked chiefly after their own 
interests. The consequences were that the Iri.sh peasantry 
were oppressed and discouraged, Iiish trade and agri- 
culture languished, and the country was confirmed in its 
discontent and its bitter hatred of English rule. 


THE EEIGN OF GEORGE THE SECOND. 

(1727-1 rco.) 

1. SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.— II. 

George I. died suddenly in his coach while ti'avelling 
in Hanover, and his son became king as George II. As 
everyone expected, Walpole was dismissed from oflSee, 
for the new king, when Prince of Wales, had been on 
bad terms with his father, and had no love for his 
father’s great minister. Sir Spencer Compton was the 
new head of the government, but so incapable was he 
that he had to ask Walpole’s assistance in writing the 
speech in which the king was to address his first parlia- 
ment. Ge«rge soon saw that it would be wise to retain 
the late minister, and when Walpole judiciously promised 
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to get Parliament to increa^Se the royal income, he was 
recalled to office. 

George II. was an honest man and a bnave soldier; he 
had fought under Marlborough at Oudenarde; but he 
was a most unpleasant man to deal with. He was of 
a most irritable temper, apt to break out into fury at 
any little thing that upset him, and hard and ungenerous 
to those who served him. His only present to Walpole, 
who served him well, was a small diamond, and even 
that was discovered to be cracked rioht through. 

O 

Walpole owed his influence with George to the queen, 
a lively and intelligent woman, who spent half her life 
in keeping her husband in good tempei-. She took the 
trouble to understand English affairs, and, seeing \\"a]- 
pole’s ability, she trusted him fully, and by wonderful 
tact and patience succeeded in bringing the king to 
accept his views and policy. Wali^ole acknowledged 
how much he owed to her. “ If,” he said, “ I have liad 
the merit of giving any good advice to the king, all 
the mei’it of making him take it, madam, is entirely your 
own; and so much so, that I not only never did do 
anything without you, but I know I never could.” 

Walpole was the flrst statesman who was generally 
called “ Prime Minister”. We have seen that in foi-nier 
reigns individual ministers had stood above their fellows 
in the government, but before Walpole no one was over 
distinctly recognized tis the head. The growth of par- 
liamentary government was the cause of the chaiige. 
The king had ceased to pi-eside at the Council, a presi- 
dent was necessary, and therefore it was inevitable that 
one minister should take the lead. 

It was in Walpole’s time t^iat party govea-nment and 
the Cabinet became fixed elements in our constitution. 
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Both William and Anne Imd endeavonred to govern 
with a ministiy composed both of Whigs and Tories; 
blit as the differences between the parties grew wider, 
governnieiit on such terms became impossible. Thus it 
came about that the ministiy was composed, and is to- 
day composed, of 
men belonging 
to the same party, 
and united more 
or less by a pro- 
fession of the 
same pirinciples. 

The Cabinet 
is a committee 
of the principal 
officers of State, 
w])0 are chosen 
by the Prime 
Minister. Each 
minister is re- 
sponsible for the 
work of his own 
department, but 
all are respon- 
sible for the policy of the g'overnment as a whole. If 
any member disagrotis with that policy ho is bound to 
resign offi(;e, though he was not cotisidered bound to do 
so in Walpole’s time. 

The Cabinet is responsible to the House of Commons, 
and can only govern if it has a majority there. In 
Walpole’s time, the Prime Minister was appointed by 
the king hitnself; but no:^ the sovereign is practically 
bound to appoint the man who is generally recognized 
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as leader of that party ^-phich has a majority in the 
House of Commons. 

The charge is often made against Walpole that he kept 
his power by the short and easy method of turnizig out 
members of the goveimment who did not agree with him, 
and by lavishly bribing members of Parliament with 
money, titles, and offices. As to the first paid of thi.s 
charge, it is clear that Walpole, as head of the goi'uiTi- 
meiit, could not allow his work to be endangered or 
destroyed by internal dissensions; and it was for any 
colleague who disagreed with him either to go, or to 
prove himself more fit to carry on the government. As 
to the second part, it is now known that the amount of 
public money spent by Walpole in bribes was compara- 
tively small, and the practice of granting offices and titles 
to influence votes was at that time very common. It is 
certain that Walpole, before resorting to what would now 
be considered corrupt means to effect his ends, tried argu- 
ment, and persuasion, and every other means open to him. 


2. SIE ROBERT WALPOLE.— ITI. 

It has already been said that Walpole was a great 
financier, and did much to extend Britain’s trade. He 
removed customs and excise duties on many articles of 
export and import, and in 1 730 he passed an Act allowing 
the planters in th® American colonies of Georgia and 
Carolina to send their rice to Continental Europe, 
provided it was sent in British ships. Some years later he 
gave the same freedom to the sugar planters of the West 
Indies. Formerly the colonies had only been allowed to 
trade with the mother country; their new liberty made 
their trade increase by leaps and bounds- 
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It was ou a question of»tpade that tlie first great blow 
was struclc at Walpole’s power. In 1732 he proposed to 
remove tobacpo fi'om the li.st of impoids on which customs 
duties were paid, and place it on the excise list: that is, 
duty was not to bo paid on tobacco when it came into 
the country in its raw state, but only when it was 
removed from the warehouses for sale. The same regu- 
lation wms also to apply to wine. By this proposal he 
hoped to put an end to smuggling and other abuses, and 
thus benefit the honest trader, to collect the duties more 
easily and in lai-ger amount, and thus be able to reduce 
the heavy land tax and so please the counti'y gentlemen. 

The proposal was a wise one, but it aroused the most 
violent opposition. It was ignorantly opposed by the 
very merchants who would have benefited by it. Walpole’s 
enemies and opponents made the most absurd and false 
statements about his designs. “ Food, clothing, and all 
the other necessaries of life,” they said, “were to be 
loaded with a crushing tax. Every man’s house would 
be invaded at eveiy hour by the excise officer. A great 
standing army of revenue officers would be created, who 
would overturn Magna Charta, undermine Parliament, 
and degrade Englishmen as low as Avretched slaves.” 
Petitions against the scheme AA^ere sent up from all parts 
of the country, and at last Waliiole, after holding out 
Avith great good temper as long as he could, bowed to 
the storm, and AvithdreAA’" his pg-oposals. The king and 
queen AA'onld not let him resigil. George, brave himself, 
admired his minister’s courage, and cried out, “ He is a 
brave fellow; ho has more spirit than any man I ever 
knew ”. 

In 1735 the Porteous Riots in Edinburgh gave Walpole 
an opportunity for showing his mod^-ation and tact. “ A 
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smuggler who had excited tiie popular imagination by 
his daring and his chivalry was sentenced to be lianged: 
after his execution the mob pressed forward and threw 
stones at the hangman and the guard. Porteous, the 
captain of the city guard, ordered his men to fire, and 
several persons were shot dead; he was tried for murder, 
convicted and sentenced, but at the last moment a I'eprieve 
arrived from London, to the intense indignation of a 
crowd athirst for vengeance. Four days later, fierce 
throngs suddenly gathered at nightfall to the beat of 
drum, broke into the prison, dragged out the indiappy 
Porteous, and sternly hanged him on a dyer’s pole el(jse 
by the common place of execution.” ^ The Parliament 
was for inflicting heavy punishment on Edinburgh; Imt 
Walpole, knowing how unwise it would be to exasperate 
the Scots, used all his tact to bring about a calmer and 
more reasonable state of feeling. 

The death of Queen Caroline in 1737 dealt a sev<u’e 
blow to Walpole’s power. In her last liours she got 
King George’s promise to stand by the minister — a 
promise faithfully kept as long as it was possible to keep 
it. The opposition to Walpole grew stronger and 
stronger. There was a complete breach between the 
king and the Prince of Wales, who ceased to be on 
speaking terms, and Walpole’s political opponents sided 
with the prince. Thus the ordinary difficulties of govern- 
ment were aggravated l^y personal and court scpiabbles. 

A great outcry arose for war with Spain. The Treaty 
of Utrecht had given Britain the right to send one ship 
a year to trade with the Spanish colonies. This right 
was abused; the one ship was followed by others, which 
remained out of sight while the first ship wasj, unlading 
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at a Spanish port, and tl>en, at night, restocked her 
from their own cargoes. British ships also engaged in 
smuggling on the Spanish coasts. Thd Spaniards exercised 
their right of search on British ships, and sometimes 
punished the offenders severely. Then English merchants 
spread tales of ci’uelties practised on the Sjianish main. 
“ Gentlemen read letters to the House of Cotnmons about 
seventy of our brave sailors lying in chains in Spanisli 
dungeons.” A certain Captain Jenkins came before the 
House, and told how his ship had been boarded by the 
Spaniards, whose captain had pulled off his ear and told 
him to take it to his king. The whole nation clamoui-ed 
for war. 

Walpole was always opposed to war, and the prosperity 
of the counti'y during his rule was largely due to liis 
care in keeping England out of foreign disputes. But, 
driven by the strong national feeling, he rehictantly 
declared war against Spain in 1739. The country was 
delighted. “Ah,” said the great minister, “ they are ring- 
ing their bells to-day: they will soon be Avringing their 
hands!” He was right. One Spanish town, Porto Bello, 
was captured, but no other successes crowned British 
arms, and the failure was ascribed to the lukewarmness 
of Walpole. A motion was made in Parliament to pre- 
sent an address to the king, asking him to remove Wal- 
pole from office. The minister opposed the motion in 
a powerful and digni^ed speech, and it was defeated by 
large majorities in both Houses. 

At the general election of 1741, however, the opposition, 
aided by the Prince of Wales, strove with all their might 
to gain a majority over Walpole’s party. When Parliament 
met, it was found that parties were almost eveijly balanced. 
But there was disagreement among the ministers, and 
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some of Walpole’s supporters, deserted him, because they 
saw that his was the losing side. For some time Walpole 
made a stubborn and heroic I'esistance, in spite of a 
dwindling majoiity which at length disappeared alto- 
gether. Recognizing then that the opposition was too 
strong for him, the prime minister resigned his office, the 
king accepting his resignation with tears, and bestowing 
on him a peerage with the title of Earl of Orford. 

His enemies tallced wildly of impeaching him; mobs 
carried liis effigy in procession to the Tower. But all 
that came of the agitation was the appointment of a 
committee to examine his administration, which, after 
hearing witnesses and diligently searching private papers, 
discovered nothing upon which any grave charge could 
be founded. 

A year later the tide of popularity flowed again 
towards Walpole. His successors in the ministry 
lacked his good sense, his clear head, his Arm grip of 
affirirs. They found themselves obliged to ask his counsel, 
and by and by the confusion duo to their incompetence 
became so great that the king sent for Walpole to come 
and advise him what to do. The great man came up 
from his Norfolk home in obedience to the summons, 
though suftbring tortures from illness. Men drank his 
health and wished him well, hoping that he would 
become Prime Minister again. But on March 18, 1745, 
after a time of intense suffering, borne with patience 
and with his habitual good -humour, Robert Walpole, 
first Prime Minister of England, died. England lost in 
him, not one of her noblest, but one of her wisest, 
sreatest. aird most useful sons. 
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3. WAE, AND'' EEBELLION. 

For more tlian sixty years after Wafljaole’s fall Engiand 
was scarcely ever at peace. The war with Spain soon 
became merged in a greater war in which nearly all 
Europe was involved. The Emperor Cliarles VI. of 
Austria, having no son, was anxious that at his death 
his dominions should pass to his daughter, the beautiful 
Princess Maria Theresa, and succeeded in gaining tlie 
assent of the powers of Europe to his plan. Ilut when 
he died in 1740, all the powers broke their engagcnneut 
except England and Holland. The King of [■’russia 
seized Silesia, in the extreme east of the Empire: the 
Elector of Bavaria claimed Austila and had Ijiniself 
elected emperor, and France and Spain snpporte*d liini. 
George II. as elector of Hanover was drawn into the 
struggle, and he put himself at the head of a, large fume 
of English, Hanoverian, and Dutch troops, on behalf of 
Maria Theresa. 

At the battle of Dettingen, George-, taking advantage 
of the mistakes of the opposing generals, inllicte<l a si-\ ere 
defeat on a combined foi’ce of French and BavTirians. 
The personal bravery which he showed on the Hedd 
made him more popular at home than he had ever been 
before. In the battle his horse ran away with him, and 
when it was stopped, be dismounted and said -vx-ith 
determination, “No nq^ore running away now!’ At a 
critical moment he took his place at the head of his 
troops, dying, “ Steady, my boys! fire, my bravo boys; 
give them fire, and the Fr*ench will soon run!” and led 
them to the char-ge. 

In revenge for this defeat, tne French pj-epared to 
send a large army to England, to win back the crown 
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for the exiled Stuarts. But. the winds, as a French 
general said, were certainly not Jacobite, and a storm 
scattered the fleet prepared for the invasion. Next year, 
however, the English, under tlie king’s son, the Duke 
of Cumberland, sufi*ered a defeat at Fontcnoy, main] 3 ' 
because they were badly supported hj’’ their Dxitch allies. 
This success inflamed the hopes of the Jacobites; and 
Charles Edward, the grandson of James II., known in 
England as the Young Pretender, determined to make 
an efibrt to gain the crown of England for liis father. 
He could get no help from Fi’ance, but nevertheless he 
sailed away in a small ship, and landed at Moidart on 
the north-west coast of Scotland on July 25, 17J5, with 
only seven companions. 

The young prince was a bi'ave and handsome man (A 
twenty-five, full of hope and high spirits, and endowed 
with such winning manners that ho soon gathei’od round 
him a number of Highland chiefs at the head of tlioir 
elans. Sir John Cope, the commander of the i-oyalist 
forces in Scotland, had little military skill, anil no 
knowledge of the coxintiy, and by a mistaken march to 
Inverness he allowed the Young Pretender to occn])y 
Edinburgh, where he was received witli consideraljle 
enthusiasm. Hastily coming south again. Cope showed 
an utter want of generalship, and allowed tlie rebels to 
surprise him at Prestonpans, whei'e his arny?- was routed 
by the wild charge of the Highlanders. 

After this victory Cliarles Edward remained for six 
weeks at Edinburgh, increasing his army, and making 
preparations for an invasion of England. His oflleers 
advised him to wait for help from France, but the prince 
was eager for another battle. So he marched into 
England, took CaHisle, proceeded thi-ough Lancaster, 
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Preston, and Manchester tq Derby, hoping all the way 
that the English Jacobites would Hock to his side. But 
he was disappointed. The people had so long enjoyed 
peace and prosperity under Walpole’s wise administration 
that they had no wish to see George replaced on the 
throne by James. Not only did few recruits come to 
Charles, but liis own army was reduced by desertion. 

When he reached Derby, only 12'7 miles from London, 
and learnt that he ^vas between two English ai-mies, 
while a third force was assemhling on Finchle^^ Comiaoii 
for tlie defence of London, he gave way to the entreaties 
of his otBcers, and witli sad reluctance ordered a retreat. 
A slight success in the north of England, and a victoiy 
at Fallvirk gave him fitful hopes of ultimate triumph; 
but on Ciilloden Moor, in Inverness-shire, in April, 
l74f), his army, we‘aiy, hungry, and disheartened, was 
thorougldy defeated by the Duke of Cumberland. 

This ended the last Stuart rebellion. Prince Charles 
lived for five months the life of a hunted animal amoiiff 
the mountains, where the poor, loj^al Highlanders 
sheltered liim in spite ot' the immense reward offered 
to anyone who would give him up. Then he escaped 
to France, where the once high-spirited, ambitious prince 
lived an aimless life, and gradually sank into a miserable 
drunkard. His father died in 1766, Charles Edward 
died in 1788, and with the death of liis brother Henry, 
a car<Iinal, at Romo in 1805, the ^tuart royal family in 
the male line ])asBe{l out of existence. 

The rebellion liaAung been crushed, English statesmen 
took wise measures to render rebellion less likely to 
occur in the future. The rebels were punished, some 
by ordinary process of law, others by the barbarous 
cruelties of '' 'Butcher” Cumberland and»liis soldiers. The 
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Highland chiefs were depri-ved of tlieir power over the 
clans, which were disarmed and forbidden to wear the 
kilt and tartan, the distinctive clan dress. A few years 
later William Pitt, at the suggestion of a tScotsman, raised 
Highland regiments foi‘ the British army, and tlms the 
fighting Highlanders were led to use their courage and 
splendid vigour for, instead of against, the United 
Kingdom. 


4. BEITAIN AND FEANCE. WILLIAM PITa’.~I. 

The Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, though it hrouglit the 
war of the Austrian Succession to an end in 174S, left 
unsettled the great questions which had given j-ise to 
the war. Not many years passed before Britain was 
in a new struggle, which, though entailing a 
vast expenditure of blood and ti-casure, resulitjd in the 
strengthening of the foundations of the British empire. 
The real cause of the struggle was the rivalry among the 
nations for commercial supi-emacy. As wt* ]ia\'e seen, 
British trade had for generations been pushing out to all 
points of the compass in search of now markets; and as 
France, Spain, and the Netherlands were eng.agcd in 
similar proceedings, it was inevitable that Britain slmuld 
come into conflict with them. Among the.se. Francs' had 
become her most formidable rival. 

The Briti,sh colonics in North America, starting with 
New England and Virginia in the reign of Jamc‘.s I., had 
by this time spread all along the enshnai coast. To tlu} 
south of them, on the Gulf of Mexico, Spain held Florida; 
to the north, the French hold Canada, and to tlie south 
and west Louisiana, which cut the British off from the 
west of the continent. The' French claimed exclusive 
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rights of trading with the i]^ative Indians, and in 1749 
erected a number of forts, with the intention of crippling 
British trade. 

Tlie British colonists were naturally alarmed at this, 
and when their 
failed, and F rench 
troops were con- 
tinually imported 
by the French 
governors, it was 
seen that helj) 
must come from 
England. In 1755 
Oeneral Brad- 
dock, in marching 
to attack Fort 
Duquesne, wa>s 
defeated by a 
combined force 
of F]*onch and 
Indians, while 
elsewho'o the 
Fj’cmch sufierod 
defeats. It was clear tliat France and England must 
figlit out the question which country was to be supreme 
in the western woidd, and war was formally declared 
between them in 1750. 

At the same time Europe saw the beginning of the 
SeAxm Ye.ars' War, in vdiicli England joined with Prussia 
against France, Austria, and Russia. The opening of the 
war was disastrous for England. A French expedition 
was despatched against Miiiox^ca, which had belonged to 
England for lifty yeax's. A-dmiral Byng was sent with 


etibrts to capture the principal fort 
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a small and badly-equipped fleet to relieve the island, but 
finding that the French fleet outnumbered his own, he 
judged it prudent to retire, and the island surrendered to 
the French. 

The news was I'eceived in England with a howl of 
indignation. It began to be said that the English were 
a race of cowards and scoundrels, that the country was 
lost and the people were on the point of becoming sla\'^es. 
Addresses were sent up to the king from all pn-rts of the 
country praying for a strict inquiry into the causes of the 
disaster, and for the punishment of the admiral. Byng 
was tried by court-martial, condemned, and shot, to 
encourage other admirals to do tlioir duty, as Voltaire 
ironically said. It was a ciaiel and unjust puuislnnent, 
for Byng was, at the most, guilty of nothing worse than 
an eri'or of judgment. 

The condition of aflairs brought to power a man who 
stands in the first rank of English statesmen. William 
Pitt, afterwards Earl of Chatham, 'U'as lini-n in 1708. 
He was a grandson of a former governor of Madras. 
Educated at Eton and Oxford, he obtained a conietey 
in a cavalry regiment, and at the age of twenty-se^'en 
entered Parliament as a member for the decayed borough 
of Old Sarum. In Parliament he became one of the 
foremost among Walpole’s young opponents, who called 
themselves “the patriots”, but were dubbed “the boys” 
by Sir Robert. Pitt was so outspoken and so elociuent 
an opponent that Walpole said, “ We must muiszlo thi.s 
young cornet of horse”. He was deprived of his 
cornetcy, but at once obtained an appointment in the 
household of the Prince of Wales, who was in close 
alliance with the opponents of the governnmnt. 

After Walpole’s fall, Pitt continued his opposition to 
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the government, in particula’r protesting that the king 
and his minister*, Lord Carteret, seemed to be treating 
England as though it were a province of Hanover. In 
this way Pitt made himself very offensive to the king. 

In 1746 the then prime minister, Henry Pelham, wishing 
to give Pitt a place in the government, and being refused 
by the king, resigned. But he was so strongly supported 
in Parliament that George had to give way, and Pitt, 
aftei* holding a subordinate office, became Paymaster of 
the Forces, a minister who had control of large sums of 
money, and was in a position to enrich himself. Other 
ministers had used their opportunities, and, according to 
the standai'd of public conduct at that time, were con- 
sidered blameless. Pitt, however, though poor, steadily 
declined to avail himself of this source of wealth, 
accepting nothing more than his bare salary; and this 
scrupulous conduct laid the foundation of the unbounded 
confidence which the nation soon learnt to place in him. 

Ten years later, Pitt’s reputation was so high that, 
when disaster came, it was clear that he was the only 
man in whose hands the direction of affairs could be 
safely placed. In 1756, thei*efore, he became secretary 
of state and leader of the House of Commons, of which, 
by his matchless eloquence and his commanding abilities, 
he soon became absolute master. He immediately^ took 
steps to increase the army, and to establish a national 
militia; it was at this time that he elirolled the Highland 
regiments. He pleaded hard, though in vain, for mercy 
on the unfortunate Admiral Byng. 

Pitt had a habit of making long speeches to the king, 
who said that, though they might be very fine, they were 
greatly beyond his comprehension. George so disliked 
his minister that in four months he dismissed him. But 
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SO great was the general discontent that he was obliged 
to recall him within tln'ee montiis. “I am sure that 
I can save this country,” said the minister, “ and nobody 
else can.” In this spirit of confidence did Pitt undertake 
to direct the great war in which his country was now 
engaged. 


5. 'WILLIAM PITT.— II. CANADA. 

Now that Pitt had taken in hand to save his country, 
he began opei-ations against France on a gigantic scale. 
Discai'ding his former objection to the payment of German 
troops with English money, he sent Frederick tlio Great 
both money and troops, the latter being placed under the 
command of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, a general 
of uncommon ability. He also organized several small 
expeditions against various parts of the French coast, 
which served to divert part of the French forces from 
the more important operations in Germany. But it was 
the power of France in America that Pitt was determined 
to crush. He had the genius to discern the men most 
fitted to accomplish his design, and the power to insjjire 
them with his own dauntless courage. 

The next year was a year of triumphs — “ the year of 
wonders”, when, as a witty writer of the time said, men 
were foi'ced to ask every morning what was the new 
victory, lest they should miss one. 

At the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence lies the 
island of Cape Breton. Its capital, Louisburg, “ the Gib- 
raltar of Canada ”, had been captured fi-om the Frcaich by 
the British colonists in 1745, but had been restored to 
France by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. In 1768 it was 
brilliantly retaS;en for England by two young oflBcers, 
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Jeffrey AiBherst and James# Wolfe. A defeat at Tieon- 
deroga, where Lord Howe, the young English general, 
was killed, was coifnterbalanced by the capture of Fort 
Duquesne, the name of which was changed in honour of 
Pitt to Pittsburg. 

The crowning achievement, which destroyed the French 



power in America and gave Canada to England, was the 
capture of Quebec. This great town, near the mouth of 
tlie >St. Lawrence liver, was held by the French, under 
the Mar(]uis of Montcalm. General Wolfe was ordered 
to attempt its capture, while Amhei’St proceeded against 
Monti’cal, further up the river. 

Quebec was strongly foiiified add admirably defended: 
Wolfe’s attempt to storm the French camp was repulsed, 
and a bombardment by the English fleet was equally 
futile. Then Wolfe planned an operation of singular 
daring. Lshind the city, the ground ascended to a 
considerable height, forming a plateail known as the 
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Heights of Abraham, between which and the river that 
rolled below there rose rugged precipices sheer from the 
river-brink. On a dark September ‘'night the Englisli 
troops were carried bj^ the silent fleet from their camp 
on the Isle of Orleans to the foot of the precipices behind 
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Quebec, and landing there, they scaled the rocks with 
all speed and secrecy. 

When the sun rose, Montcalm, looking from his in- 
trenchments, saw an English army equal in size to his 
own drawn up in good order on the heights ho had 
deemed unscalable. ^ Recognizing the gravity of the 
situation, he ordered his men to advance to the attack. 
The English, who had no cavalry, and only one piece of 
ordnance, poured a steady fire into the French ranks, 
threw them into confusion, and charging in line drovif 
them in headlong flight before them. At the moment of 
victory the bravp Wolfe received three terrible wounds. 
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Being told as he lay on the gi-ound that the French vrere 
in full retreat, he whispered with his last breath, “ Now 
God be praise.d; f will die in peace.” Montcalm, too, 
was sti-uck by a ball during the retreat and died next 
day. 

The war in America continued through the next year; 
but on September 8, 1760, Canada and all its dependencies 
wei’e surrendered to the British crown, and French rule 
in North America was at an end. 

Meanwhile in other quarters, on land and sea, victory 
after victory was crowning English arms. The island 
of Goree on the west coast of Africa, and Guadeloupe in 
the West Indies, fell to our fleets. At the great battle 
of Minden, Ferdinand of Brunswick won, by aid of his 
British troops, a victory, the brilliance of which was 
unhappily marred by the cowardice of one British cavalry 
officer, Lord George Sack\dlle, who was promptly tiled 
bj'' court-martial and dismissed the service in disgrace. 
Near Lagos, ofi'the Portuguese coast, Admiral Boscawen 
caught the French MediteiTanean fleet, captured four 
ships and scattered the rest to the winds. At Quiberon 
Bay, near Brest, where the French Channel fleet lay 
among rocks and shallows, Admiral Hawke’s fleet, led 
by Commodore Howe, dashed in among the enemy’s 
vessels, and destroyed or captured the greater number of 
them. Such were the exploits which signalized Pitt’s 
conduct of the war. 


G. BEGINNINGS OF THE INDIAN EMPIEE. 

While France was being overcome in Europe and in 
America, the genius ot Englishmen was ruining her 
power in India, and laying the foundations of the mighty 
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Indian empire of to-day. Tl:^^ English East India Com- 
pany, founded in 1600 , had three chief trading stations, 
Bombay on the west coast, Madras at ‘'the south-east, and 
Calcutta on the north-east. The French and the Dutch 
also had factories, and there was considerable jealousy 
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among the representatives of the different nations. In 
1746 Madras had been captured by the Fi-unch, hut it 
had been restored to the English by the Treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle two years later. 

The French station at Pondicherry, near Mtidras, was 
at this time governed by Dupleix, a man of much aljility 
and ambition. It was his aim, by taking advantage of 
the constant struggles between the different native I’aces, 
to secure French supremacy over the southern part of 
India. By the year 1751 he had succeeded in making 
himself master of almost the’’ whole country, ruling 
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thi-ough the Nizam of the Deccan and the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, who owed theii‘ elevation to French victories 
over their rivajs. Tit seemed as though English influence 
was on the verge of extinction, when a champion suddenlv 
appeared in the person of a young clerk in the service of 
the Company. 

Robert Clive, 
born in 1725 at 
Market Drayton 
in Shropshire, \vas 
as a boy the source 
of constant trouble 
to his parents and 
terror to the town. 

He would climb 
to the top of the 
church steeple and 
ride astraddle on 
a stone spout at 
that dizzy height. 

He formed a band 
of young ruffians, 
wdio broke the 
windows of any shopkeeper that would not buy them 
off with apples and halfpence. So wild and such a dunce 
was he, that his parents w^ere glad to ship him off to 
India at tlie age of eighteen. But desk- work was by no 
moans to the taste of the yoimg €ellow. He had a shai'e 
in the fighting in the year 1746; and -when, in 1761, the 
tide of French success threatened to overwhelm the 
affairs of the Company, it was young Clive who pro- 
posed the, daring plan for checking the schemes of 
Dupleix. 
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Tlie man who was recognized by the English as Nabob 
of the Carnatic was at this time being besieged l)y his 
successful rival in Trichinopoli. Clive, in the absence of 
his superior officer, offered to lead a force against Arcot, 
the capital of the province, and thus draw away the 
besiegers from Trichinopoli. With an aimiy of only 500 
men — 200 of whom were English, and the rest Sepoys — 
the intrepid officer set out. As they neared Arcot, a 
terrible thunderstorm broke upon them; and the garrison, 
struck with consternation as they saw the small attacking 
army press on in spite of lightning and rain, lied, lea\’ing 
Clive to make unmolested his entrance into the town. 
Getting reinforcements, they soon returned some 3000 
strong and encamped before the walls; but Cli^’■e issued 
from the gates at dead of night, took the Indians by 
surprise, and, without losing a man, drove the whole 
army away in flight. 

Soon, however, a great horde of 10,000 men, includijig 
some French troops, came up from Trichinopoli, and 
Clive was in his turn besieged in Arcot. For flfty 
days he and his little force, reduced to about 300 men, 
maintained the defence, in spite of great difficulties, 
against these overwhelming odds. So devoted W'cre 
the Sepoys that, when food ran short, they bogged that 
the grains of rice might be given to the Englishmen: as 
for them, they said, they would be content with the water 
in which the rice had been boiled. 

The gallant defence struck the besiegers witli astonish- 
ment. They had had no idea that the English could fight! 
A large army of admiring Mahrattas, wild warriors from 
the north, gathered to assist Clive and his little band. 
The besiegers, hearing of the expected assistaigje, made a 
determined effort To storm the fort, but were driven 
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back with great loss; anc), then, disheartened by their 
failures, they raised the sieg'e and fled. 

This was the beginning of British supremacy in India. 
The natives began to believe that the English were better 
soldiers than the French; and when this first success was 
followed up bj^ others, some of the native allies of the 
French came ovei‘ to the English side, and the power of 
Duj>leix was utterly demolished. 

Returning to India in 1755 after a visit to his home, 
Clive was met by the news of terrible events at Calcutta. 
Tlie Nabob of Bengal, a cruel tyrant named Surajah 
Dowlaii, who coA'eted tlio wealth of the traders and 
hated the whole English race, had captured Calcutta, 
and taken prisoners a number of the English resident, s. 
One hundred and foi‘ty-six of these, including some 
ladies, were thrust into a small guard-room known as 
the Black Hole, and locked up there all night. It was 
summer, and the air was stifling! v hot: tbe room was 
low, only twenty feet square, and unventilated sa^'e for 
a small grating in the wall. Here, during that night, 
was fought a most terrible struggle for life, men and 
women trampling each other down in their efforts to get 
to the grating for air, and the little water that the 
mocking guards gave them. In the morning, only twenty- 
three wild and feeble ci'eatures came out of the hole alive. 

Clive at once set out with an army to avenge this 
ba,rbaTOUS 'tjriielty, and within a few months had retaken 
Calcutta. Then he made peace with the Nabob, but 
finding him engaged in underhand dealings with the 
Freneli, he determined to depose him, and to set one of 
the Nabob’s officers, named Mir Jaffir, in his place. In 
pursuance of his plan, he felt it necessary to maintain 
an appearance of friendliness towar(^ the Nabob, and 
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entered upon a course of intrigue, in which he proved 
himself more than a match for the Indians in their own 
cunning and guile. His action at length resulted in tlie 
great battle of Plassey, in which, on July 27, 1757, with 
a small army of 3000 men, 1000 of whom were English, 
he defeated Surajah Dowlah at the head of nearly 00,000 
men. Mir JaiSr became Nabob, and loaded Cli\"e with 
rich presents. 

Clive remained in India three years longer, reducing 
the country to order, increasing his own wealtlj, and 
winning the awe-struck admiration and respect of the 
natives for the British name and chai*aeter. 


THE REIGN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 

(17C0-1820.) 

1. WILLIAM PITT.— III. 

The last year of George II.’s reign saw Pitt at the 
height of his influence and fame. The “great cinnniouer”, 
as he was called, exercised unrivalled sway o\'er the 
House of Commons; possessed in full the confidence and 
esteem of the nation; and was so feared on the Continent 
that the mere mention of his name was enough to silence 
a roomful of boasting Frenchmen. But tlie deatli of 
George II., and the accession of his grandson as George 
III, marked the beginning of Pitt’s decline.’" Tin.- ni‘w 
king, a better though net an abler man than his immediate 
predecessors, had been brought up to expect a larger 
share of authority than recent English sovereigns had 
exercised. He was especially anxious to break the 
power of the great Whig famflies, who had^pr-aetieally 
been supreme for fifty years. He gave his chiol confidence 
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at first to Lord Bute, a ^inan of some ability and a 
favourite with George’s mother, the Princess Dowager. 

Early in the iieW reign Pitt became aware of a family 
compact between France and Spain which threatened to 
j)rove dangerous 
to England. He 
was anxious at 
once to declare 
war against 
Spain; but liis 
colleagues in the 
ministry, which 
now included 
Lord Bute, were 
so much opposed 
to him that be 
resigned. Very 
soon after, Spain 
hersel f declared 
war against Eng- 
land. The l^nj- 
lisli won brilliant 
victories in the 
East and West 
Indies, over both 
French and Spanish; captured Havana, the capital of 
Cuba; MatJilhi, tlie capital of the l^hilippine Islands; and 
seized va>st (|uantities of treasure.'' 

But Bute, the new prime minister, was eager for peace, 
anrl in 1703 the Peace of Paris was concluded, by Avhich 
England restored several of the captured places to France 
and Spain, jL'etaining Canada, Florida, and Minorca. The 
peace was very unpopular in Engla2id. Pitt, though 
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suffering severely from gotjjb, went down to the House 
and delivered a vehement speech against it. Bute was 
hooted and even attacked in the streets, so that he hired 
a hand of pugilists to protect him. But he .secured the 
support of an old rival of Pitt, Henry Fox, wlio gained 
a majority for the peace hy the lavish use of bribes. 
This Tory success was followed by the di.s}iii.s.sal of 
hundreds of Whigs from the posts they held in tlie 
government offices. 

The Bute ministry did not outlive the year. An unfair 
tax on cider caused such an outcry that Bute became 
terrified and resigned. The new minister, Cl eorge Grenville, 
soon got into difficulties. The mcmljer for Aylesliury, a 
man of loose morals but considerable al')ility, named John 
Wilkes, had been writing, in his paper called 'flte North 
Briton, a series of violent articles against the king and 
the government, and in No. 45, some sentences occurred 
which the king regarded as a personal insult. He insisted 
on Wilkes being prosecuted, and a general warrant was 
issued, ordering the arrest of the author, printer.s, and 
publishers of the paper, but mentioning no names. Wilkes 
was arrested, but his demand for release under a writ of 
Habeas Corpus was at once granted by the Chief Justice, 
who held that general warrants were illegal, and that 
Wilkes was also protected by the privilege of Paidiament. 
Wilkes became very popular with the people, who, with- 
out admii’ing his character, regarded him as "a champion 
of liberty. But later in the year his 'widtings were 
censured by Parliament, and oi'dered to be burned, and 
Wilkes himself w'as expelled from the Hou.se. 

Pitt was one of the strongest opponents of these 
arbitrary acts. But he had long been ill; an<l .soon 
after the expulsion of Wilkes he withdrew irom public 
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life to liis country seat at Hayes, where lie remained in 
seclusion. It was given out that his condition was serious, 
but some of his enemies asserted that his illness was a 
mere pretence. During his absence CTrenville made a 
blunder which sowed the seed of a great disaster. He 
attempted to enforce 
more strictly the 
navigation laws un- 
der which the trade 
of the American 
colonies was carried 
on, increased tlie 
customs duties pay- 
able at the colonial 
ports, and passed a 
Stamp Act, levying 
a duty on stamped 
paper used in the 
colonies for trade 
hills and legal docu- 
ments, and on the 
paper used for 
newspapers. 

His object was reasonable enough: he wished the 
colonies to bear a fair share of the expenses of the war 
undertaken in their behalf, and of the cost of their 
dtdonce. But the colonists, who had already spent much 
money, were so irritated at the proceedings of the 
go\’'ornment that they refused to use the stamped paper, 
ileclared that they would not be taxed without their own 
consent, and determined to depend as much as possible 
on their owih manufactui’e^, instead of getting their goods* 
from England. 

( M 242 ) 
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The colonies -were in this'’ excited condition when the 
Grenville ministry fell. Pitt, invited by tiie Icing to 
undertake the management of affairs, made tiiu great 
mistake of his life in declining. Lord Eoekiugham 
became prime minister, and one of his first proceedings 
was the repeal of the obnoxious Stamj^ Act. Pitt, \rhose 
health was now partially restored, strongly sn]*])orted 
the repeal in a remarkable speech, in which lie declared 
that England had no I’ight to tax the colonies, and that 
he was glad they had resisted. The same side was 
taken by a young Iidshman named Edmund Binke, AA^ho 
was Rockingham’s secretary, and Avho became one of the 
most famous political Avriters of the age. 

When Pitt left the House after the repeal had lieen 
carried, the Avaiting multitude threAV their hats up, 
cheered again and again, and escorted him in triuni])h 
to his house. But though so well in agreement on this 
and other subjects with Rockingham, Pitt unhap]»ily 
refused to join his ministry, AA’hich met Aviih such 
strenuous opposition from a party who called themseh'es 
“the king’s friends”, that Rockingham Avas obliged to 
retire, after being in office only a yeaiA 


2. WILLIAM PITT, EARL OF CHATHAM.— IV. 
WILKES AND LIBERTY. 

Rockingham’s nominal successor Avas the Duke of 
Grafton, but Pitt was the real head of the ministry. 
His position was exceedingly difficult, for, in his endeavour 
to form a ministry representing all parties, ho brought 
together men who held different opinions, had no common 
bond of union, and, indeed, scarcely knew sono another. 
Moreover, the ofece Pitt accepted for himself, that of 
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Loi*d Privy Seal, can only be held by a member of the 
House of Lords, au4 in becoming Earl of Chatham, Pitt 
lost almost all the influence he had exerted as the sTcat 

O 

commoner His new name was unfamiliar; his 
passionate oratory, so powerful in its eftects on the 
crowded benches in the Commons, disturbed the serenity 
of the sparse and solemn audience in the upper house. 
A witty lord said that Pitt had had a bad fall upstairs, 
and would never be able to stand on his leg's again. 

His difficulties were increased by the peculiarities of 
his temper, doubtless due in great measure to his wretched 
health. Ho wanted all his own way, and would never 
consult with his colleagues. He formed great schemes 
for the better government of Ireland and foi* transferring 
the power of tlie East India Company to the crown, and 
the latter of these roused vehement opposition. Before 
many months had passed, Chatham, declaring himself ill, 
withdrew to Bath. On returning, after some weeks, to 
London, he refused to see the other ministers, even for 
five minutes, and declined an inter^dew with the king. 
For nearly two years this strange conduct continued, 
during which Grafton led the ministry; and then Chatham 
resigned. 

Mean while the case of John Wilkes had been causing 
fresh excitement. Returning from Paris, whither he had 
fled after fighting a duel, Wilkes was elected member for 
Middlesex, but was sentenced to.pay a fine and suffer 
imprisonment for the libel he had formerly published. No 
fewer than three times the Commons voted his expulsion 
from the House, but he was immediately I'e-eleeted. At 
the third re-election, the Commons declared that his 
opponent had gained the s’feat, though "Myilkes had beaten 
him by an enormous majority. The government became 
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more and more unj)opular. (jhatham, returning to public 
life, raised strong but ineffectual j^^otests against the 
illegal action of the Commons. An unlrnown writer, 
who called himself Junius, j^ublished letter after letter*, 
attacking the government with all the virulence of his 
powerful pen. 

In 1770, Grafton resigned, and Lord North, a witty, 
good-tempered and business-like man, became pi'hue 
minister. He made it his chief object to carry ont tlie 
wishes of the king, even though he disapprov’ed of them, 
with the result that, during his twelve years’ adminis- 
tration, many unwise and unjust things were done. 

In 1771, eight printers were arrested, at the Speaker’s 
order, for publishing in their newspapers repoi’ts of tlio 
parliamentary debates. These reports wore not furnislu'il 
by men who actually hear<l and took down tlie sjjeecla's 
of members, for no reporters were allowed in the House. 
Clever writers put togetlier short fragments they picked 
up by hearsay, or from friendly members, and worked 
them up into rhetorical accounts of what thej- imagined 
the speakers might or should have said. Thus the 
reported speeches were usually inaccurate, and sometimes 
gave false impressions; indeed, one writer, the great Dr. 
Johnson, a fiiTcn Toiy, confessed that in tlie reports ho 
wrote he took care that the “ Wliig dogs ” had the worst 
of it. 

The arrest of the printers was designed to put a stop 
to the circulation of these imaginative reports. But two 
of them, appealing to the Lord Mayor of London, were 
brought before the court of aldermen, of which John 
Wilkes was one. They were discharged from cust<jdy, 
and the Speaker ’§ messenger was arrested for interfering 
with the liberties of the citizens, whereupon the Lord 



WILLIAM PITT, EAEL OF CHATHAM. 


149 


Mayor was sent to the Tow^r by the Common.s. But his 
stand for ci\ il liberty made him so popular that, when 
he was released, after six u'eeks’ imprisonment, the city 
was illuminate’d in his honour. 

The upshot of the affair was that no further proceed- 
ings were talcen, and since that time parliamentaiy 
reporting has been done without interference. More 
newspapers were soon started, such as the Times in 
1785, and the nation obtained valuable opportunities of 
educating- itself in political affairs. 

In all these affairs, Chatham was thoroughly on the 
side of liberty, and it was in great part due to his 
influence that, in 1774, the Commons allowed Wilkes to 
take his seat for Middlesex. In 1782, they acknowledged 
the injustice thej^ had done him by expunging from the 
Jouraals of the House the recoi'ds of all the arbitraiy 
proceedings relating to the case. 


3. WILLIAil PITT, EARL OF CHATHAM.— -V. 

THE AMERICAN COLONIES. 

Meanwhile the government had begun a course of 
action which resulted in the loss of our American 
colonies. Towards the end of Grafton’s administration, 
customs duties had been levied at the colonial ports on 
glass, paper, tea, and a few other articles. The new 
duties met* with a vigorous resistance, and much ill- 
feeling was caused among the colonists by the arrival of 
I'einforcements of British troops in Boston, the chief 
port. When Lord North took office, he tried to smooth 
the difficulties away by removing all the duties except 
that on tea, which, though it brought in a very paltry 
sum, he resolved to retain because the king wished to 
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insist on his absolute right to t{j_x the colonies. The colonists 
were fairly content with tlie new arrangement, but an 
event occurred which caused a renewal of the (juai-reL 



In 1773, to compensate the East India Company for a 
limitation of its powers, an act was passed enabling it 
to export tea to America from Englaml free of duty at 
the English ports. The tea could thus be sold in 
America at a low price; but the Americans, far fi'om 
regarding this as^^a benefit, considered the aTrangement 
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a trick for increasing the proceeds of the tea tax. 
Accordingly, two ships lying- in Boston harbour with 
cargoes of tea were Jaoarded by some young men disguised 
as Red Indians', who broke open the tea-chests and threw 
their contents into tlie sea. 

This determined action showed the British government 

that it must either give up the tax or put clown resist- 


ance by force of arms. 
Burke used all his elo- 
quence to recommend the 
former course. Chatham 
did the same, declaring' 
that England had no riglit 
under lieaven to tax people 
who were not- directly re- 
presented in Parliament. 
But the king, the ministers, . , 
and the nation at lai'ge ' / 
were profoundly ignorant 
of colonial atfairS; and were 
determined to punish the 
‘'insolence'’ of the colonies. 



General Washington. 


Acts were passed tc close the port of Boston, to suspend 
the cliarter granting self-government to Massachusetts, 
and to bring political offendei-s to England to be tried. 
Such measui-es were naturally regarded in the colonies 
as a declaration of war. 

The American colonies met pi congress and made 
preparations for resistance. At the skirmish of Lexing- 
ton and the storming of Bunker’s Hill their militia 
proved no unworthy opponents of the British troops. 
All the colonies, unlike as some of them were in origin 
and characCer, were uniteM in their opposition to Britain. 
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They intrusted the command of their troops to George 
Washington, a Virginian gentleman of stainless character 
and simple life, who had formerly -fought against the 
French. By dint of courage and unexahipled patience, 
Washington overcame all difficulties, and kept together 
an army which, though inferior to the British troops, he 
so handled as to secure ultimate success. 

Meanwhile Chatham had been exerting all his influence 
to put a stop to the troubles, but in vain. England at 
first despised, because she was ignorant of, the resources 
of the colonies, and the generals sent out by Lord ISTorth 
were unluckily inferior in ability to Washington. In 
1776 the colonies Avei*e much encouraged by the Avitli- 
drawal of General Howe and the British troops from 
Boston. Their irritation against the mother country was 
increased by the employment of German troops in the 
British army, and at length they resolved to sever them- 
selves altogether from her. Accordingly, on July 4, 
1776, Congress signed the Declaration of Independence, 
asserting that “the United Colonies are, and of riglit 
ought to be, free and independent states ”. 

Chatham, early in 1777, made another effort to bring 
the struggle to an end. In pi'opo.sing in the House of 
Lords that the war should be stopped, he said: “You 
may ravage, you cannot conquer. It is impossible. You 
cannot conquer the Americans. I might as Avell talk of 
driving them before me with my crutch.” Se pleaded 
for the removal of the, grievances of which the colonies 
complained, saying: “This will be the herald of peace; 
this will open the way for treaty.” But he spoke to deaf 
ears, and the war was continued. 

In the open field the colonial forces were, as a rule, no 
match for the Bptish troops, but Washingtbn skilfully 
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took advantage of every tactical slip made by the oppos- 
ing generals. Soon the British General Burg 03 Hie was 
compelled to surrender with his whole army at Saratoga, 
and then, in re^sponse 
to the request of tlie 
States, France openly 
joined them in the 
struggle. Some of 
the English ministers, 
fearing the conse- 
quences of this al- 
liance, now became 
anxious for peace, and 
the Duke of Rich- 
mond, on April 7, 

1778, moved an ad- 
dress to the king, ask- 
ing him to withdraw 
the troops from Ame- 
rica and acknowledge 
the independence of 
tlie States. 

Chatham, dread- 
fully ill, wrapped in 
flannels and sup- 
ported on crutches, 
went to thcv House of 
Lords to oppose tlie 
motion ; for, while 

taking the side of the colonies on the question of taxation, 
lii) was passionately opposed to their independence. 
Rising in his place, the great earl in a few halting 
words, sear&ly heard in "“spite of the -jrespectf ul silence 
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of the assembly, protested against the “dismemberment 
of this ancient and most noble monarch 

“The Duke of Eichmond replied with great tenderness 
and courtesy; but while he spoke, the" old man was 
observed to be restless and irritable. The duke sat down. 
Chatham stood up again, pressed his hand on his breast, 
and sank down in an apoplectic fit. Three or four lords 
who sat near him caught him in his fall. The House 
broke up in confusion. The djnng man was carried to 
the residence of one of the officers of Pailiameiit, and 
was so far restored as to be able to bear a journey to 
Hayes. At Hayes, after lingering a few weeks, he 
■expired in his seventieth year.” ^ 

The great statesman was buried with pomp in West- 
minster Abbej'. His debts were paid by Parliament, and 
a pension was voted to his heirs. Though during his 
last years he lacked the power and influence he had 
■once had, the whole nation united to honour the memory 
of the statesman who had done it such noble ser\'ice. 
Chatham had faults, but no statesman was ever more 
upright in public and piivate life. One of his gj-eatest 
virtues was courage. It was said that no one could enter 
his presence without coming away a braver man. And 
his statue in the Abbej”, as Lord Macaulay says, “ seems 
still, with eagle face and outstretched arm, to bid England 
be of good cheer, and to hurl defiance at her foes”. 


4. END OF THE WAR.— THE SECOND PITT.— 1. 

The war dragged on for two years without striking 
incident save the hanging of Major An<h’(5, an able 
English officer, who was captured by the Americans while 

^ Macaulay, 
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conducting negotiations, between his commander-in-cliief 
and a traitorous American otficer, for the surrender of the 
forts on the Hudson, river. In 1779 Spain joined in the 
alliance against' England, and was followed in 17S1 by 
the Dutch, and it seemed as though this country would 
be pitted against 
the world. 

On October 17, 

1781, Lord Corn- 
wallis, with his 
entire army, sur- 
rendero d toW ash- 
ington at York- 
town, a disaster 
due to the fact 
that the Ameri- 
cans were well 
supported by a 
French fleet, 
which was far 
supc.a'ior to the 
English fleet tlien 
in American waters. This was pi-actically the end of the 
war on land. On sea the B}-itish were equally unsuccessful. 
One after another of the West Indian islands fell into the 
hands of the French, and in Eux'ope Minorca was captured, 
while Ciibraltar was closely besieged, and seemed on the 
point of being taken. 

Loixl North had for some time been anxious to resign 
office. He was not only subject to the constant attacks 
of a powei'ful opposition, which included men like Burke 
and Charles James Fox, but he was himself opposed to 
the continuance of the war, and only^the entreaties of 
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the king had prevented him^’ro™ resigning before. It 
is all over!” was his exclamation when ho heard of the 
surrender at Yorktown; and when^ five mouths later, 
news arrived of the capture of Minorca, 'nothing would 
induce him to remain longer in office. Lord Rockingham 

then became prime 
minister for the 
se^jornl 

AdmimiRoiy. ‘ ^ brilliant victory 

over the French 

fleet, and regained for Britain the command of the seas. 
In Europe the splendid defence of Gibraltar by General 
Elliott added a new page to the long record of victories 
won by British pluck and determination. The foi-trcss 
had been besieged for thx’ee years, and had been relieved 
once in 1781 by Rodney. In 1782, however, the French 
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and Spanish made a tremendous joint attack, pouring 
a hot fire into the fortress from their artillery on the 
land side and from floating batteries on the sea. Elliott 
met the assault with showers of i-ed-hot balls, which set 
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the batteries on fire and destroyed many of the ships of 
the French fleet. The attack was decisively repulsed 
and the gallant defenders were soon relieved, Admiral 
Lord Howe bringing them provisions and reinforcements. 

The war was bi’ought to an end in 1783, when treaties 
were signed at Versailles. The independence of tlie 
American colonies was acknowledged, and one or two 
places of minor importance were restored to France. 

Meanwhile changes liad been taking place in the 
government. Lord Rockingham died suddenly, and two 
unstable ministries followed in rapid succession. At the 
end of the year people were amazed to hear that the king 
had chosen for his prime minister a young man only 
twenty-four years old, William Pitt, the second son of 
the late Earl of Chatham. When his appointment was 
announced in the House of Commons, thei-e was a burst 
of mocking laughter, and men joked about “ a kingdom 
trusted to a school-boy’s care’’. But the young man 
proved himself a statesman of the very first rank, whose 
wisdom and calm courage in times of the greatest difficulty 
kept England safe amid the storms of revolution and war; 
and who, by making her in very truth mistress of the seas, 
made hei' also mistiuss of the commerce of the world. 

The opposition to Pitt in the Commons was at first so 
strong that he was beaten again and again. But, 
supported the king, he held firmly to his post until 
he saw that the time had come fior a general election. 
The new Parliament, Avhich met* in 1784, gave him a 
magnificent majority, and he soon became more poAverful 
and more thoroughly trusted by king, parliament, and 
nation than any minister since Walpole. 

His abterdiion was first occupied by Indian affairs;^ 

^ See page 172. 
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then he devoted himself to domestic mattei's. He i-educed 
the customs duties on many articles, and arranged a 
masterly treaty with France, which impiKjvod the trade 
between the two countries, and by cheeking sii niggling 
helped to increase the revenue. He also dei’ised an 
ingenious scheme for reducing the National Debt, but 
this was prevented from meeting with all the success it 
deserved by the foi*eign complications in which England 
became involved through the French Revolution. 


6. THE SECOND PITT.— II. WAR WITH FRANCE. 

The year 1789 witnessed the beginning of one of the 
most remarkable movements in the world’s history — the 
French Revolution. Only a few of the many causes of 
this great revolution can be mentioned here. While the 
people of England had for centuries enjoyed a J'roedom 
which became ever wider and stronger with time, the 
people of France, leas fortunate, had remainc<l in the 
fettei’s of the feudal system. All power was in the 
hands of the privileged classes, the nobility and the 
clergy. Places in the chui'ch, the army, and the govern- 
ment were not open to the common people, who paid 
heavy taxes from some of which the nobles were exempt, 
and who paid also ruinous tithes to a corriipt and slothful 
clergy. There was so much corruption in the collection 
of the taxes that not t fourth part of the money collected 
ever reached the state treasuiy. Heavy duties on goods 
paralysed trade, and industrial progress was rendered 
impossible by a system which compelled the peasant 
land-holders to work without pay on the lands of their 
lords. 

Keen observers'liad long foreseen the general uprising 
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that could not but result frJ)m this condition of things, 
and French statesmen had made eftbrts to bring’ about 
reforms. But the privileged classes resisted all changes 
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which would diminish their powtr, and all attempts at 
reform failed. At length the people took things into 
their own hands, abolished privileges and tithes, seized 
the pi’operty of the Church, and made personal merit the 
only qualification for place and power. 

The passions of a long-oppressed people were now let 
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loose; mob rule became tlie Order of the day. The Paris 
mob seized the Bastille, the great state prison ; the country 
houses of the nobles -were pillaged and burnt; the king, 
Louis XVI., became practically a prisoner in the liaiuls 
of the people. The nobility fled for helj) to neighboiu-ing 
states; Austria and Prussia .sent armies to their assistance, 
only to withdx'aw before the eager soldiers who spi’ang 
up all over France to fight foj- liberty. A republic u'as 
proclaimed, but its foundation was .stained Avith cruid 
deeds of violence, among which the trial and execution 
of the king and queen thrilled Europe with horror. 

The first pi'oceedings of the revolutionists excited a 
burst of enthusiasm in Englaml. But their exce.sses aiifl 
the perils to which they might lead were at once perceix'ed 
by Edmund Burke, who warned his countrymen again.st 
them in a book of great brilliance and power. Pitt was 
at fli'st anxious to maintain a neutral attitude, and to go 
on with the schemes he had in hand for eftbeting reforms 
at home. But I'er^olution societies sprang up, adopting 
the dangex'ous maxims of the wildest of the revolnti<mists: 
“All kings are tyrants; all ministers corrupt; all priests 
hypocrites; all rule is slavery; the rich are the natural 
enemies of the poor ”. It seemed likely tliat revolution 
would ovei-tui'n all the states of Europe, and when the 
French republic offered assistance to any nation which 
would rise again.st its king, Pitt saw that war was 
inevitable. The decHi'ation of Avar, howcA’cr, actually 
came from France, in 1793. 

As a war ministei-, Pitt Avas unfortunate on land, 
the British troops, under generals of no great ability or 
experience, at first suffering defeats. On sea, howeA'ci-, 
there was a different tale to tell. The naAsy was in a 
most efficient co&dition, with well -trained men, and 
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Kel$oP boarding tlie San Josef at the Battle of St Vincent, 1797, 
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officers of genius. Admiral Lord Hood burnt a French 
fleet at Toulon; and off Ushant, on the “g-lorious flrst 
of June”, 1794, Lord Howe encountered a French fleet 
equal in size to his own, and won a magnificent victory, 
burning one French ship and capturing six. 

By and by the French formed a plan for uniting their 
fleet with those of Sjiain and Holland. But off’ Cape 
St. Vincent, in 1797, Admiral Jervis, assisted by Com- 
modore Nelson, who bore the brunt of the action, made 
short work of the Spanish fleet; and Admiral Duncan 
routed the Dutch fleet off Camperdown, on their o^\nl 
coast. Sucli victories as these established the supremacy 
of the British navy, a thing of immense importance, for 
it not only secured the British colonies from foreign 
conquest, and protected British trade, but it enabled 
Britain to captui'e the colonies of her enemies. In this 
war Trinidad was taken from Spain, and Ceylon and the 
Cape of Good Hope from the Dutch, and the whole of 
the French colonies in the East and West Indies were 
captured. 

Want of success on land, the heavy expenses of the 
war, and the disturbance of trade that it caused, made 
Pitt desirous of peace. But the French were so elated 
with their victories, and so confident in the fine army 
which the genius of the republican generals had created, 
that they refused to give up their hold on Belgium, 
which Pitt insisted j^n as the first condition. 

At this time, a young Corsican officer in tlic French 
army, named Napoleon Bonaparte, was displaying a 
military genius that dazzled Europe. Ambitious of 
becoming ruler of France, but seeing that his time was 
not yet come, he devised a gimt scheme for capturing 
Egypt and Conutantinople, with the idea of proceeding 
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to India, and regaining" Fs"ench ascendency there. In 
1798 lie led an expedition for this purpose, on the way 
captured Maltn. fvoin a military ordei* called the Knig'hts 
of St. John, and arrived at Alexandria. 

But Nelson, the hero of St. Vincent, went after him in 
hot pursuit. The French ships, seventeen in number, 
that had brouglit the French army to Egypt, were drawn 
up in a line across Aboukir Bay, in such a position that 
they were defended bj' batteries on shore, and the ships 
of the enemy would find it difhcult to approach them 
by reason of the surrounding rocks and shallows. But 
Nelson, declaring that wherever there was sea-room for 
a French ship there was room for an English one too, 
divided his fleet of twelve ships into two divisions, one 
of ivhieh he sent between the French fleet and the shore, 
wliile the other attacked it on the seaward side. Thus 
placed between two fires, the French fleet was utterly 
defeated, only four out of the seventeen ships escaping 
burning or cajiture. By this great victory. Nelson, who 
was wounded during the fight, shut up Bonaparte’s army 
in Egypt, and, by cutting it oft' from France, prevented 
the accomplishment of his grand scheme for ruining our 
empire in India. 


C. THE SECOND PITT.— III. THE UNION WITH 
IPELAND. 

Meanwhile Pitt was engaged with important affairs at 
home. Ireland then had a parliament of its own, but 
until 1782 it had been unable to pass any measures, even 
such as seemed necessary for the good of the country, 
without the sanction of the British Parliament. In that 
year, after a long agitation in which H enry Grattan bore 
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a prominent part, it recei'?^?cl mncli more freedom, and 
the country gained, among other things, the right to 
trade -udth foreign countries and with the. British colonies. 
But only Protestants could he elected inemhers of 
Parliament, which was manifestly unjust when by far 
the greater part of the nation was Iloman Catholic. 
Moreover, the actual power was entirely in the hands of 
England, while the Catholic Iidsh were irritated at having 
to pay heavy and unfair rents to Protestant landlords, 
and tithes to the Protestant clergy, whose churches they 
never attended. 

The French Revolution created great excitement in 
Ireland, and a society was foimied calling itself the United 
Irishmen, and consisting of Catholics and republican 
Protestants, who invited the French to help them to 
throw off their subjection to England. An expedition 
was sent from France in 1796 under the famous general 
Lazare Hoche; but being met and scattered by storms, 
the French fleet put back, and the design of a French 
invasion was given up. But a rebellion broke out in 
Ireland in 1798, only to be crushed at the battle of 
Vinegar HiU. 

The time was now come, Pitt believed, for joining 
Britain and Ireland under one Parliament, and for doing 
away with many of the grievances of which the Irish 
complained. His scheme was to abolish the Irish 
Parliament, and bidiig members to represent Ireland in 
the Parliament at Westminster; to admit Roman Catholics 
to Parliament; to abolish the tithes by paying a lump 
sum to the Protestant clergy, and to make grants for 
the support of the Catholic clergy. The union of the 
Parliaments was the first step toward the achievement of 
the rest of the sSheme; accordingly, a bill was introduced 
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into the Irish Pailiainent for bringing about its aboli- 
tion. 

TJio bill was rejected, partly because the Irish still 
wished to manage tlieir own affairs at home, and partly 
because the Irish meinbei's were practically the servants 
of the men who ^ 

owned the bor- 
oughs which 
returned them, 
and who de- 
ri\'ed great 
power and pro- 
fit from their 
position. These 
men Pitt set 
about bringing- 
over to his side 
by means of 
bribes. Money, 
honours, and 
titles were l;ie- 
stowed upon 
them; they re- 
ceived more 
than £1,000,000 in direct compensation for the loss of 
their privileges; and in this way the opposition was 
overborne, and a majority was gained for Pitt’s proposal. 
The Irish Parliament abolished itself, and the Parliament 
which met at Westminster in January, 1801, eompi-ised 
members from England, Scotland, and Ii-eland. 

Naturally, a large number of the Irish people detested 
the moans used to bring about the Union. But Pitt used 
the only means in his power — means, tcO, which, corrupt 
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as they were, were not mote corrajjt than the whole 
Irish ijavliamentary system. Unhappily, when he came 
to deal with the other questions he had proposed for 
settlement, he met with the determined opposition of the 
kinp'. George was convinced that to allow Roman 
Catholics to sit in Parliament would he contrary to hi,? 
coronation oath, in which he had vowed to maintain the 
Protestant religion. Nothing that his ministei's said was 
able to show him his mistake; and Pitt, finding it 
impossible to secure the passing of the measures he had 
promised, honoui’ably resigned. The resentment and 
indignation felt by the Irish for what they considered 
British treachery has never died away. 


7. THE SECOND PITT.— IV. NAPOLEON BONA PA PTE. 

When Bonaparte found himself shut up by Nelson in 
Eg3’'pt, he overturned the government of the Sultan f)l: 
Turkey, and set up a native Egyptian government. But 
he met with a severe check at Acre, where the Turks, 
aided by Sir Sidney Smith and a small British force, 
held the town in spite of all his eftbrts to take it. 
Escaping soon after to France, Bonaparte drew u|) a 
new constitution, had himself named First Consul, and 
in the battles of Marengo and Hohenlinden crushed the 
opposition of Bi-itain’s allies on the Continent. 

In 1801, Prussia, Sweden, and Denmark were planning 
to unite their fleets against Britain, with whom they had 
quarrelled over a question of the rights of neutral V(‘SselH. 
Their scheme was frustrated by the victory of Nelson in 
the terrible naval battle of Copenhagen. The same year 
the British captured Malta, and won a victory over the 
French in Egyp?', and next year both England and 
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France were willing to make peace. The Treaty o£ 
Amiens was signed, by Avhicli England agreed to give up 
all her eonquQsts, except Ceylon and Trinidad, and to 
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drop the title “King of France” which the proclamations 
of English kings had borne since the time of Edward III. 

But the peace was of short duration. Bonaparte 
violated the treaty by seizing Piedmont and Elba; while 
England refused to give back Malta no the Knights of 
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St, John, believing that tlie4sland wouhl come into tlio 
possession of France. French vessels wei-e seized by tlie 
English, and Bonaparte ordered tlie seizuiy of ail English 
merchants and travellers in French doinijiioiis. The 
result of all this was a renewal of the war in ]80;], 
which brought Pitt back to office in place of the wt^ak 
minister who had succeeded him. 

Then Bonaparte bad himself crowne<l Euiperui* the 
French, and planiiGcl an invasion of England. He 
collected an army of 1(57,000 men at Btmlogue, ])rovid(Ml 
a fleet of liat-bottoined boats to transport thmii to 
England, and sought to obtain command of the (Jhanneh 
so that his ti'oops might cross in safety. ilici'C was 
great excitement in England. The militia, a,]i<l the 
yeomanry were called out, and 300,000 iiieii s])eedily 
volunteered to bear arms for their coiinUw’s defence. 

Meanwhile, Napoleon, intending to unites the llfai.s of 
France and Spain and sweep tlie (Channel (it*ar of 
British vessels, as a flrst step sent his admiral to the 
West Indies, to decoy Nelson from British wat(a*s .an<r 
then slip back to Eni'ope. The attfnnpt was made, laU 
Nelson kept close in pursuit (if tlie Fiamch; a, ml when 
Villeneuve, the French admiral, returned to Eiu*(»pe, and 
■was joined by the Spanish fleet, he tljought it piaident to 
retreat to Cadiz instead of making for the OhanneL 

There he remained for three months until, on C)etobei*, 
21, 1<S05, Nelson enticfal liim out, and funghC the gr(‘at 
battle of Trafalgar. With twenty-seven vessels, arrangiM] 
ill t*wo lines, Nelson attacked tlm combined ileet of thirty- 
three, and by masterly Heainansliip and hard fighting 
succeeded in sinking or capturing no tewer than twent}". 
The hero ■was killed by a bullet as he stixid on the d(‘ek 
of his ship, The IT'trtory; but liis signal, ‘‘ England expects 






The **Einyalus” towinp: the ‘‘JK,oyal Bovereign" after t%c Battle of Trafalgar. 
Frmi Hfie pumting by Ohevahtir Sdwardo do Martino, by permiffszmi o/Messrs. Hildeskeinier Co. 

leo 



170 


THE REIGN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 


bvery man to do his duty ”, •wrill ring for ever in the ears 
of his countrymen. Trafalgar assured Britain’s masteiy 
of the sea, secured her colonies fl’om invasion, and 
enabled her merchants to ply their trade in safety in 
every quarter of the globe. 

Before Trafalgar was fought, the danger of a French 
invasion was over, for Austria and Russia had formed an 
alliance with England, and Napoleon had broken up his 
camp at Boulogne to attack the Austrians. At Ulm he 
compelled the wretched General Mack to sui'render with 
30,000 fine troops, and at Austerlitz he inflicted a 
crushing defeat on the Russians and Austrians comljined. 

These disasters gave Pitt his death-blow. Always 
delicate, his labours had made him old before his time, 
and the failure of his efforts against Napoleon affected 
him deeply. Seeing a map of Europe on the wall at his 
house at Putney, as he returned from a visit to Bath, he 
said : “ Roll up that map ; it will not be wanted these ten 
years ”. Thus he recognized to what changes the 
ambition of Napoleon would lead. On January 23, ISOO, 
the statesman died, with his last breath mui'muring, 
“ Oh, my country, how I leave my country!” Worthy 
son of a noble father, he too found in the Abbey a i*esting- 
place among England’s illustrious dead. 


8. THE INDIAN EMPIRE. 

During these years stirring events had taken place in 
India. Three years after Clive’s great victory over 
Surajah Dowlah at Plassey, Sir Eyre Coote at Wande- 
wash defeated a French army. From that time the 
French power in India dwindled away until it disappeared. 
The English East India Company became the virtual 
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rulei’ of large tracts of India’ and for several years Lord 
Clive was practically governor of the countiy. After 
his return to England, great abuses arose, and the natives 
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suffered much distress from the extortion of the Company’s 
officials, and also from famine. In 1772, Warren Hastings, 
who had fought at Plassey, became Governor of Bengal, 
and by his able administration succeeded in bringing 
order to the distressed country. 
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In 1774, a Regulating AcP was passed by the British 
Parliament, placing Indian affairs under a Governor- 
General, assisted by a council of five riieinljers. Tlie j^lau 
at first worked badly, for one of the council, Sir Philip 
Francis, continually thwarted Hastings, the first Governor- 
General. But Francis after a time returned to England, 
and Hastings was able to act with more freedom. He 
curbed the power of the Malmattas, a wailike native 
race, and Sir Eyre Coote defeated Hyder Ali, the blood- 
thirsty sultan of Mysoi'e, at Porto ISTovo. 

In carrying out his spii’ited policy, Hastings used 
questionable means to x’aise the vast sums of money 
required to meet his expenses; and after his return to 
England, he was impeached for his conduct. The trial 
began in 1786, and lasted for seven years, because the 
House of Lords, which acted as judge, only sat for a few 
■days each session to hear the ease. The prosecution vns 
conducted with great vigour and brilliance by Fox and 
Burke, but in the end Hastings was acquitted. His trial 
had the good effect of directing public attention to Indian 
affairs, and of bringing about a pux-er system of govei'n- 
ment. 

Statesmen saw that for a mex-e trading company to 
hold such vast powers in India was certain to cause 
trouble, and in 1783 Fox brought in a bill, framed by 
Burke, to take the political go\'ernment fi*om the East 
India Company and r place it in the hands of com- 
missionei’s. Good as the scheme itself was, cei’tain of its 
details caused its rejection by the House of Lords. Next 
year Pitt brought in and passed a similar bill, which 
established a Board of Control for India. By this 
measure the East India Company retained its commercial 
powers, and the lig^xt of nominating the Governor-General 
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and the Commauder-in-Chi^f ; but political affairs were 
directed by the members of the Board in England. The 
rights of the natives were pi-otected against the greed 
and injustice o’f the tradei-s, and much good was done for 
India by the able Governors, Lord Cornwallis and Lord 
Mornington. 

In 1799 there were further troubles in India, due to 
the support given and promised by Bonaparte to native 
princes who were ojiposed to English rule. One of these 
princes, Tippoo Sahib, refused to receive a British mission 
intended to counteract French influence : but he was slain 
at the siege of his capital, Seringapatam, which was 
taken by assault by Sir David Baird. In this siege Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, afterwards the Duke of Wellington, 
distinguished himself; and when war soon after broke 
out with the Mahratta chiefs, Welleslej?’ was placed by 
his brother. Lord Mornington, the Governor-General, in 
command of one of the British armies. With 4500 men 
he totally defeated a Mahratta arinj’' of 80,000 at Assaye; 
and other victories that followed crushed the power of 
the native chiefs, led to a great extension of British 
territory, and assured British supremacy in India. 


9. THE PENINSULAE WAE.— WELLINGTON. 

The death of Pitt brought about a change of ministry, 
Grenville becoming prime nrinistej", though Charles James 
Fox rvas the leading spirit in the ministry, until his death 
a fuAV months later. An attempt was made to bring the 
war to a close, but without success. Napoleon, winning 
victory after victory on the Continent, at length reduced 
all his enemies there to srrbmissron, and Britain was left 
to cai-ry on the struggle single-handed 
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At the end of 1806 Napoleon issued his famous Berlin 
Decree, declaring the British Isles in a state of blockade, 
and forbidding all trade between them and Fi'anee or her 
allies. The Bi'itish government replied by measures 
which had the effect of stopping the trade of neutral 
countries with France. Napoleon liad no fleet to enforce 
his decree, and when it was known that he was about to 
seize the Danish fleet, England sent ships and troops to 
Denmark to demand the placing of the fleet in British 
hands until the end of the war. A refusal was met by 
the bombardment of Copenhagen, and after four days 
the Danish fleet and stoi-es were surrendered. 

In the same year the island of Heligoland, at the 
mouth of the Elbe, was captured; and it I’emaiued a 
British possession until a few years ago, when it was 
handed over to Germany in return for concessions in 
East Africa. 

In 1807 Napoleon carried war into Portugal, because 
that country had ignored his decree, and admitted British 
trade. Taking advantage of disturbances and insurrections 
in Spain, he then set up his brother Joseph as king at 
Madrid. Joseph had proved an excellent King of Naples, 
but the proud Spaniards i*esented the placing over them 
of a foreigner and an upstai’t, and the wliole nation 
rebelled. Unable to defeat the French in the open field, 
they carried on a damaging guerilla wai-fare in tlie 
mountains, and succQpded in driving Joseph from Madrid. 

Next year a British force was despatclied to aid 
Portugal, under the command of Sir Arthur Welleslej^, 
the victor of Assays. He defeated the French at Roliya, 
and again at Vimiero; but was then replaced by superior 
oflfieers from England, who concluded at Cintra a con- 
vention allowingrthe French to leave Portugal with their 
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ai-ms and plunder, and eveiv agreeing to convey theni to 
Finance in British ships. These ridiculous ternis granted 
to a beaten enemy roused much indignation in England, 
and the officers responsible for them were recalled. 

Napoleon then entered Spain in person, and inflicted 
severe defeats on the Spaniai-ds. Sir Jolin Mooi-e, the 
general in command of the British troops, seeing that 
to fight against the overwhelming numbers oppo.sed to 
him would be hopeless, conducted a masterly retreat to 
Corunna on the coast, repulsing with great loss the 
attacks of two of Napoleon’s marshals, Soult and Ney. 
Just before the troops embarked in safety, the bravo 
genei’al was killed. 

In 1809 Wellesley was again sent to Poi-tugal to eaiuy 
on the war against Napoleon on a lai-ger scale. He drove 
Marshal Soult from Oporto, joined the Spanish general, 
and at Talavera held his position against all the assaults 
of Marshal Victor. Then, however, he was compelle<l 
to reti-eat, owing to the failure of the Spaniard.s to keep 
up his supplies. For his brilliant campaign he was 
rewarded with the title of Viscount Wellington, three 
years later became marquis, and in 1814) was raised to 
the highest dignity in the British peerage, with the title 
of duke. 

Next yeai' Napoleon sent Marshal Massena, one of his 
most trusted generals, to conduct the war. Wellington 
kept him in check while he completed three extensive 
lines of earthworks and fortifications, known as the Lines 
of Torres Vedras. After defeating the French at the 
battle of Busaco, he withdrew his whole force within 
these lines, and for six months defied all the attempts of 
Massena to break through. He had instructed the Portu- 
guese to get in #iheir harvests, and bring their stores 
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within the lines, so that MasE«ua could obtain but scanty 
provisions for his troops, while the British were well 



supplied from their ships. Thus Massena was at last 
compelled to retreat, after losing 30,000 men. This 
splendid achievement was the turning point of the war, 
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and showed the world that in Wellington England 
possessed a military genius of a high order. 

The battles of Fuentes de Onoro'iand of Albuera, in 
1811, were important chiefly on account of the impression 
they made on the French soldier's. At Albuera the British 
captured a hill from which they had once been driven, 
pressing on against great odds, and losing all but 1800 
men out of the 6000 engaged. Sucli valour as tliis, 
which turned defeat into victory, astonished the Frencir, 
who never afterwards went to battle with the same 
self-confidence. This impression of British pluck was 
deepened next year by the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Badajos, two strong fortresses, and by the battle of 
Salamanca, where Wellington utterly defeated Marshal 
Marmont. 

Wellington was now confident of his power to drive 
the French out of Spain. At Vittoria, in 1818, he inflicted 
a terrible defeat on them, capturing 100 guns, immense 
treasure, and vast booty they had wrested from the 
Spaniards. Taking in succession the foi'tresses of San 
Sebastian and Pam peluna, Wellington planned an invasion 
of France, crossed the frontier, drove Soult before him, 
and defeated him at Toulouse. 

Meanwhile Napoleon had led a huge army into Russia, 
and reached Moscow; but the Russians burnt theii' city, 
and the French empei'or, compelled to retreat in the 
depth of winter, escarped with only the vh'ock of bis 
magnificent host. His enemies closed round him; he 
faced them with undaunted energy, and in thi’ee pitched 
battles routed them; but at Leipzig he suffered a disas- 
trous defeat at the hands of the allied Austrians, Prussians, 
and Russians. A few months, later, ten days before the 
battle of ToulouaSi, the allies captured Paris and forced 
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10. WAE WITH AMEEICA?— NAPOLEON.— WATERLOO. 

As mentioned in the last chapter, ithe measures taken 
by the British government, in answer to Napoleon’s 
Berlin decrees, led to war between England and America, 
the Americans being naturally ii*ritated at the checks 
imposed on their trade. The war spirit among them 
was so strong that hostilities were begun, though the 
obnoxious orders had been withdrawn by the British 
government. A section of the Americans was eager to 
annex Canada to the States, but the loyalty and the 
spirited resistance of the Canadians, both Frencli and 
British, soon showed that any such idea was an idle 
dream. 

At first the successes fell mainly to the Americans, 
who had an excellent navy, consisting of new ships 
manned with well-trained seamen and marines, many of 
whom were British seamen who had deserted, or had 
been pressed into the American service. The British 
ships first sent out to contend against them were old 
and leaky hulks, so unseaworthy that when they became 
prizes of the Americans they were burnt as useless. The 
most famous incident of the war was the duel between 
the American CAesapea/ce and the British Shannon, when 
the Chesapeake was captured after a fight of only fifteen 
minutes. 

On land, fighting on a small scale went cn along the 
Canadian frontier. At length the Americans suffered 
a severe defeat at Bladensbui'g. Washington, tlieir 
capital, was occupied by the British, who burnt . the 
Capitol and many other public buildings. The British 
in turn were repulsed at New Orleans; but in the 
meantime a treaty of peace had been signed at Ghent, 
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which left unsettled all the questions that had led to 
this miserable war. 

Affairs in Europe were meanwhile engaging the atten- 
tion of a congress, which sat for nearly a year at Vienna. 
Its deliberations were interrupted by the news that 
Napoleon had suddenly left Elba, landed in France, and, 
being well received by his old soldiers, had entered Paris 
in triumph. He was at once declared a public enemy, 
and the states of Europe entered into an alliance against 
him, with the object of invading France from all sides. 
England and Prussia Avei*e first in the field, Wellington 
commanding in Belgium a force of British, Belgians, and 
Hanoverians, while Marshal Blucher marched to his 
assistance with a Prussian army. 

Napoleon saw that his only chance of escaping utter 
ruin lay in the sepai'ation of Wellington and Blucher. 
Against either of them singly he felt sure of victory, 
but even his magnificent troops could not expect to pre- 
vail against their forces united. His plans were there- 
fore formed to prevent Blucher from joining Wellington, 
but whatever success he might have had was prevented 
by a series of mistakes and misunderstandings on his 
own part and that of his lieutenants. 

On June IG, the Prussians were defeated at Ligny by 
Napoleon, who had left orders with Marshal Ney to 
drive the British from their position at Quatre Bras. 
Nej^ failed, and next morning Wellington withdrew his 
troops to Waterloo, about twenty miles south of Brussels, 
where he took up a strong position on a ridge. Napoleon, 
who wiis in bad health, omitted to obtain exact informa- 
tion, either as to the actual number of the Prussians or 
as to the line of their retreat from Ligny. Imagining 
that they had gone to the east, he sent Marshal Grouchy, 
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with a large corps, to keep them employed while he 
engaged Wellington; but they had really gone north- 
wards to Wavre, and were thus many miles nearer 
Wellington than Napoleon imagined. Grouchy arrived 
at Wa\’re too late to prevent the departure of a great part 
of the Prussian army to Wellmgton’s assistance, and when 
I'ecalled by Napoleon, it was too late to save the battle. 

The battle of Waterloo began about half-past eleven on 
June IS, 1815. Wellington’s army was but little inferior 
in numbers to Napoleon’s, but only 24,000 of his 60,000 
men were British, and his Belgian troops lost no time in 
running away and spreading a report of his total defeat. 
Napoleon was stronger in guns and cavahy, and his 
troops comprised a large number of tlie seasoned vetei’ans 
who had given him victory on many a field. Wellington’s 
plan was to hold liis ground until the Prussians came up, 
and the repeated onslaughts of the French artillery, 
infantiy, and cavalry failed to break through the defence 
of the sturdy troops who held the ridge of the slope. 
The British squares of infantry proved more than a 
match for the finest cavalry in Eui-ope; and their success 
so strengthened their confidence that they began to despise 
the enemy, crying, as the Fi’ench horsemen returned to 
the charge : “ Here come these fools again!” 

Meanwhile Blucher had been pressing on to join 
the duke. His advance was greatly hindered by the 
soft state of the roads, due to heavy rains; but the old 
marslial pressed doggedly on, urging his men with such 
words as “ Children, would you have me break my word?” 
Al<7ut four o’clock, Napoleon saw the advarrced guard of 
the Prussians coming up upon his right. He at once 
drew off part of his troops from the main attack to 
engage the new enemy. 
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At this niOTnent Wellington, who had never lost his 
coolness and judgment, brought up part of his reserve. 
Napoleon, seeing that the time had come for one last 
supreme eifort, despatched against the British lines his 
famous Old Guard. As they chai'ged gallantly up the 
slope, they were met by a withering fire from the British 
infantry, who had been lying down just behind the ridge, 
and at the same time were taken in fiank. Thrown into 
utter confusion, the Frenchmen fled; Wellington ordered 
his whole line to advance, and the remnants of the great 
French army became a hxngled mass of fugitives. The 
Prussian cavalry and artilleiy, commanding the only 
road by which tlie French could retreat, did fearful 
execution among them, and the number of the dead was 
never reckoned. 

The defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo was due partly to 
his own errors, partly to the fidelity of Marshal Blucher 
and the Prussians, but mainly to tlie splendid steadiness 
of the British infantry under Wellington’s masterly 
handling. It released Europe from the curse of Napoleon’s 
ambition; and, after an attempt at flight, he gave himself 
uji to the British, and was banished to the island of St. 
Helena, wiiere six years later he died. 

Thus ended the great war with France; a war during 
wliich the navies of Fi*ance, Spain, and Holland were 
destroyed, many of their colonies were captured, and 
England gained new territories in <j»very part of the world. 


H, AFTER THE GREAT WAR. 

During the gi’eat struggle with Napoleon, England 
had been on the whole prosperous. By her command of 
the sea she had gradually got into her hands the carrying 
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trade of the world; and while the trade of the Continental 
nations was crippled by the war', British trade flourished 
and increased. But the close of the war was the begin- 
ning of a period of distress and discontent. Trade fell 
off, partly because the immense stores for the army and 
navy were no longer needed, partly because peace enabled 
foreign countries to develop their own manufactures, 
and partly because of the heavy taxes levied on the 
raw materials for British manufactures. The demand 
abroad for British goods was not so great; many 
workers lost their employment and many business men 
failed. 

But there were other causes of distress besides the 
depression in trade. For many years past a great change 
had been coming over the industrial life of the nation. 
From being an agricultural country Britain had become 
a manufacturing country. Agriculture was still very 
widely practised, but manufactures had grown to such 
an extent as to have become a very important source of 
wealth, and to employ a considerable proportion of the 
labouring classes. The result was that the corn produced 
at home, especially in years of bad harvests, was not 
sufficient to feed the whole population; yet laws had 
been passed hindering the free importation of grain from 
abroad, in order to keep up prices and secure to the rich 
land-owners the high I'ents which they exacted for their 
farms. But protecting the land-owners involved injuring 
the labouring classes; for, while wages were low, food 
was dear, and, through a succession of bad harvests, 
became scarcer and dearer. 

Moreover, the recent introduction of machinery, both 
in agriculture and in manufactures, had for a time 
thrown out of em’ployment the people who had formerly 
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earned their living by theif hand-labour at the loom or 
the threshing-floor. The introduction of machinery, and 
especially the Jnve’ntion of the modern steam-engine by 
Watt, have been of vast benefit to the community; but 
it is easy to understand that, while the change from 
hand -labour to machine -labour was being carried out, 
the poor and the ignorant, seeing the means of earning 
a livelihood taken from them, were bitterly indignant, 
and l)lamed the government for tlieir sufferings. 

Thus it happened that in the last years of George III. 
there was an uncommonly large number of poor, hungry, 
and discontented people. In their distress they became 
violent. Riots broke out in various parts of the country; 
farm labourers burnt their master’s ricks : weavers broke 
up the machines that had been introduced to take the 
place of their hand -looms. So gi-eat was the popular 
agitation that the Habeas Corpus Act was suspended for 
a time, because the government feared a revolution. 
Meetings wei'e held to protest against the corn laws, and 
one of these meetings, on St. Peter’s Fields, near Man- 
chester', unhappily led to loss of life. 

A great mob of some 30,000 people had assembled to 
hear a speech from a noisy orator named Hunt. The 
magi.strates foolishly attempted to ai'rest Hunt after 
the meeting had begun. A small body of yeomanry 
accompanied the chief constable towards the platform 
from whicJi Hunt was speaking; •but as they were soon 
lo.st in the crowd, the magistrates, thinking the men 
were being resisted, ordered a troop of hussars to charge 
tJTe people. In the tumult that ensued four or five 
lives were lost, and a hundred or more people were 
seriously i^jjured. This. “ battle of Peterloo ”, as it was 
derisively called, still more increasetJ'the general hatred 
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for the government, which was unwise enough to signify 
its approval of the action of the magistrates. 

Soon after this, in January, 1820, old King George 
died. He was eighty years of age, and for several years 
had been blind and insane. During this period the 
kingdom had been under the regency of the Prince of 
Wales, who now ascended the throne as King George IV. 


THE EEIGN OF GEORGE THE FOURTH. 

( 1820 - 1830 .) 

SIR ROEERT PEEL.— I. CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION. 

England has never lacked gi-eat statesmen to serve 
her. One dies, only to be succeeded by another, not 
inferior in honour, ability, or patriotism. The death of 
Pitt was speedily followed by the rise of Peel. 

Robert Peel was born in February, 1788, the eldest 
son of a wealthy Lancashire cotton manufacturer, also 
named Robei't. The father, a strong supporter and, in 
business matters, adviser of Pitt, who made him a 
baronet in 1800, from the first determined that his eldest 
boy should serve the State. Young Robert was sent to 
Harrow, where he distinguished himself by his diligence ; 
and afterwai’ds to Christ Church, Oxford, where he passed 
a brilliant examination and achieved the distinction of a 
“ double first ”. 

Entering Parliament in 1809 as member for Cashel, a 
small Irish borough, the young man by his character Shd 
abilities soon commanded attention. He became pi’ivate 
secretary to Lord Liverpool, one of the Secretaries of 
State, and shortly ^ter he was made also Under Secretary 
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for the Colonies. In 1812, only twenty-fonr years 

old, he was appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, a post 

the duties of whiclphe fiiliilled with much success for six 

•% 

years. 

In his high office, one of the C|uestions which Peel had 
to face was the 
Catholic ques- 
tion. Since the 
Union, Ireland 
had in no true 
sense been re- 
presented in the 
British Parlia- 
ment, tor though 
the majority ot' 
the people were 
Roman Catho 
lies, the elections 
were controlled 
by the Protes- 
tant landlords, 
and no Roman 
Catholic could 
sit in Paidia- 

, . George IV. 

ment. Patriotic 

Irishmen were striving to get rid of this injustice, and 
among theiTi the foremost ]ilace ■s\vas at this time taken 
by Danicd O’Oonnell, a barrister whose beautiful voice 
and fervent words acted on his countrymen like a spell. 
Pe<*^toutly opjiosed tlie claims of the Catholics, and 
gained the nickname of “ Orange Peel ” by his support 
of the Orange Associations. 

During his term of office as Irfsh Secretary, he 
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organized a new body of police, after-wards known as 
the Royal Irish Constabulary. In popular talk the rrew 
police were called “ Bobbies ” and “ Peelers ”, rrarnes which 
were afterwards given to the new London jrolice organized 
by Peel. 

In 1818 Peel resigned his office. He was now member 
for Oxford University. For four years he renrained a 
private member, but his iirfluence contirrually grew, and 
he was elected chairmarr of a eorrrirrittee appoirrted to 
deal with a difficult financial questiorr. The measure 
that was afterwards passed to settle this questiorr was 
commonly known as Peel’s Act, and gave Peel a high 
reputation as a sound financier. 

In 1822 he joined the ministry as Home ►Secretary, 
and turned his attentioir to the reforrrr of the crimiiral 
law. A great nuirrber of offences were at that time 
jrunishable with death; but crime irrereased instead of 
diminishing, for juries and judges hesitated to send a 
man to his death for arr offence like stealing a loaf, and 
thus crirrrinals had great hope of escapiirg purrisirment 
altogether. Peel, during his term of office, repealed 
nearly 300 old laws which bore too hardly on the 
people, and capital punishment was limited to murder 
and a few other serious crimes. Thus he carried into 
effect the reform which earnest men like ►Sir James 
Mackintosh and Sir Samuel Romilly had long advocated 
in vain. 

After five years as Home Secretary, Peel resigned 
because he differed from the Prime Minister, George 
Canning, on the Catholic question. Canning, a 
and brilliant minister, who did noble work for freedom 
at home and abroad, was in favour of allowing Catholics 
to sit in Parliament. Only four months after Peel’s 
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resignation, Canning died, and Peel returned to the 
Home office under the new Prime Minister, the Duke of 
Wellington. Opposed as he was to admitting the 
Catholic claims, Peel soon saw that it would have to 
be done. The CommonvS had several times declared for 
Catholic eman- 
cipation, and 
when at length 
O’Connell, a 
Catholic, was 
elected member 
for Clare, it was 
evident that re- 
sistance could 
only be main- 
tained liy the 
government at 
the cost of civil 
war. 

Wellington, 
like Peel, saw 
that the time 
for giving way 
liad come, and 
Peel honour- 
ably offered to retire from the ministry, feaidng that his 
previous opposition might tie the duke’s handvS. But the 
duke would not allow him to retire, and it was ultimately 
decided to bring in three measures; one to suppress the 
Cati he Association, which had been agitating Ireland on 
the question, the second to remove the banders which shut 
Catholics out of Parliament, and the third to regulate 
the Irish franchise. After the passing of the first act, 
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Peel resigned his seat in Parliament, in order, hy seeking 
re-election, to be assured that his action was aijproved. 
But he was rejected by Oxford University, then a. 
stronghold of Toryism and intolerance, and was abused 
by almost the whole of the Tory party, in and out of 
Parliament, as a turncoat and a traitor — abuse which he 
bore without a murmur. 

Being elected member for Westbury, Peel, on March 5,. 
1829, introduced his great measure for the relief of the 
Catholics. His speech, which occupied four hours, was a 
masterpiece of persuasiveness and sound statesmanship, 
and was received with immense applause. With his 
usual generosity and honourable feeling. Peel gave the 
credit of the measure to the great men who had fought 
for liberty and had passed away, such as Fox, Gi’attan,, 
and Canning. The bill passed the Commons easily; the 
influence of Wellington secured its passage through the 
Lords, and on Ajaril 13, 1829, it became law. Thus was- 
removed an injustice from which Catholics had sxiflered 
for a hundred and fifty years. 

Peel then formed a new police force for London, to- 
take the place of the old and feeble watchmen who failed 
to keep order and prevent crime. He was engaged in 
other beneficent reforms when George IV. died; a king- 
whom no one respected, and whose death no one regi’etted. 


THE EEIGN OF WILLIAM THE FOURTH. 

( 1830 - 1837 .) 

1. SIE ROBERT PEEL.— II. PARLIAMENTARY REFOllM. 

The brother of George IV. succeeded to the throne as-- 
William IV., and “luring his short reign of seven years; 
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proved a popular king. He’»was a bluff, hearty seaman, 
and his simple ways pleased the people. He showed 
no special favour to either party, Whigs or Tories, but 
thoroughly accepted liis position as a constitutional 
sovereign. 

The great ques- 
tion of the reign 
was that of par- 
liamentary re- 
form. Owing to 
the changes that 
had been for 
many years com- 
ing over the na- 
tional life, the 
House of Com- 
mons, as then 
elected, did not 
truly represent 
the countiy. The 
majority of the 
members were 
elected by a 
handful of voters in the pocket boroughs of the great 
nobles and land-owners, who were all-powerful on their 
own property, and secured the election of their own 
relatives ana friends, or of men who could be trusted to 
look well after their patrons’ interests. On the other 
hand, the great towns which the growth of trade and 
map Aactures had created, and which were drawing more 
and more people from tlxe country districts, could not 
elect members at all. The forsaken hill of Old Sarum, 
in Wiltshire, still had the right of sending two members 

( M 242 ) N 
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to Parliament, while Leeds, 'Manchester, and Birmingham 
could not send one. In shoi-t, the Commons represented 
the upper classes; the great middle class, of traders and 
merchants and the lower class of labourers and artisans 
were not represented at all. 

For many years liberal-minded statesmen had seen that 
a reform was necessary. Chatham and Pitt had both 
made vain efforts to bring about such a i-eform, but op- 
position was so strong that not till 1S32 was it actually 
accomplished. In a previous chapter mention has been 
made of the distress and discontent of the people after 
the great war, and of the violence which broke out in 
vai'ious parts of the country. A remarkable man named 
William Cobbett started a newspaper, in which he taught 
the people that violence would do them no good, but that 
they must educate themselves, and secure the power of 
electing membei's of Parliament to speak for them. 

In William IV.’s first Parliament a motion was made in 
the House of Lords by the Whig Earl Grey, recommending 
that a measure of reform should be introduced. A great 
noble and land-owner himself. Lord Grey saw that the 
people wei'e right in asking for better representation, 
and used all his eloquence and the influence of his high 
station and fine character to support their cause. But 
the Duke of Wellington, who could see no need of 
improvement, opposed Lord Grey in a speech which 
made him very un'popular, and in a short time his 
ministry was compelled to resign. 

Lord Grey then became prime minister, and on March 
1, 1831, one of his colleagues. Lord John Russei;^ an 
earnest and singularly able man, introduced the first 
Reform Bill in tlxe House of Commons. It was strongly 
opposed by Peel “and the Tories; the second reading was 
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only carried by a majority of ’One, and in committee the 
government suffered a defeat. Lord Grey then advised 
the king to dissolve Parliament, so that in electing a new 
House of Commons the nation might show whether it 
wished for a reform or not. The king agreed, and went 
down to the House of Lords to dissolve Parliament, 
just as Lord Wharncliffe in the Lords and Peel in the 
Commons were protesting against the action of the 
ministers. The king’s action was very popular; j)eople 
cried out for “the bill, the whole bill, and nothing but 
the bill”, and the reformers had an immense majority in 
the new House of Commons. 

In June, 1831, Lord John Eussell introduced his 
second Reform Bill, which passed the Commons by gi’eat 
majorities, but was rejected by the Lords. Thereupon 
serious riots broke out, and unions were formed of men 
who dechxred they would march on London to sujjixort 
the ministei’s. In December a third bill was introduced, 
which, after passing the Commons, was again likely to 
be rejected by the Lords. In these circumstances Lord 
Gi’ey asked the king to create a sufficient number of new 
peers to overcome the hostile majority, and when William 
I'efused the eai*l I'esigned. 

Wellington was their asked to form a ministry, the 
king, who saw that reform must come, making it a 
condition that a Refoim Bill of some kind should be 
introduced. Wellington, who was always ready to obey 
the king, accepted the duty; but Peel refused to join him 
in forming a ministry, and even to become prime minister, 
declaring that he could not in honesty support what he 
had so strongly opposed. At length the duke gave 
up the attempt to form a ministry, and Lord Grey was 
recalled. The king agreed to create new peers if necessary, 
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and Wellington, seeing that effective i-esistance was no 
longer possible, advised his supporters in the Lords, when 
the bill again came before them, fo withdraw without 
voting. In this way the ministers gained a majority, 
and the bill passed in June, 1832. 

This great Reform Bill took away 143 members from 
small and decayed boroughs; 43 towns, including Bir- 
mingham, Manchester, Leeds, and Sheffield, were allowed 
for the first time to elect members; and 65 new members 
were given to the counties. The right to vote was ex- 
tended to a lai'ge number of householders, and imjportant 
changes were made in the mode of election. The result 
was that the House of Commons represented, not the 
aristocracy, but the great middle class of traders, farmers, 
and professional men. In the first reformed House the 
Whigs had a majority of more than 300 over the Tories. 


2. SIR ROBERT PEEL.— III. MEASURES OF REFORM. 

In the Reformed Parliament of 1833, Peel, who had 
three years before succeeded to his father’s baronetcy 
and wealth, sat as member for Tamworth. Except for 
a few months as prime minister, in 1834-35, he passed 
the next eight years in opposition. They were years 
of very great importance. Political parties underwent 
a momentous change. The Whigs divided into two 
sections, Liberals and Radicals, the former content with 
the reform already accomplished, the latter eager to go 
much further. The Tories as a party had opposed reform; 
but Peel, as leader of the opposition, trained his tofS^vers 
to look for the will of the nation as a whole, and to be 
ready to effect moderate and well-thought-out reforms 
whenever they snould be really necessary. These became 
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the principles of the Conseivati v^e party, as the more 
liberal Tories called themselves. 

During this period Peel, while opposing the Liberal 
govermnent on some questions, gave it cordial support 
on others. Among these was the great measure passed 
in 1833 for the freeing of the slaves in British colonies. 
Twenty-six years before, the exertions of some noble- 
minded men, William Wilberforce, Thomas Clarkson, and 
Zachary Macaulay (father of Lord Macaulay), had resulted 
in a measure for the abolition of the slave-trade. From 
1807 it was illegal for any British subject to engage in 
the transport of negroes from Africa to the British 
colonies in the West Indies or elsewhere. In 1833 an 
act was passed setting all slaves in British dominions 
free, at the price of £20,000,000, paid by the government 
to their masters. 

The same year Lord Ashley, afterwards Lord Shaftes- 
bury, carried through Pailiament a Faetoiy Act, designed 
to prevent tlie overworking of children and young persons 
in factoi’ies. Peel’s father ha<l brought forward a similar 
measure thirty years befoi’e, an<l Sir Robert gave Lord 
Ashley his hearty support. The year 1833 also was 
marked by tlie fi]-st grant made in aid of national 
education, £20,000 being voted for the improvement and 
extension of school buildings. 

Li 1834 a new Poor Law was passed, to relieve honest 
and hard- wor Icing people from the gyeat burdens thrown 
on them by tlu; inci'ease of pauperism. Under the old 
law a numerous class of casual labourers had grown up, 
who vjttj theii‘ large families, had received outdoor relief 
ft-om the rates paid by the more industrious. The new 
law compelled all able-bodied persons who would not 
keep themselves to enter woi’khouses aiwl work for their 
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living. The result was that the number of paupei’s and 
the amount of the poor-rate gradually diminished. 

Among the many other reforms- carried out in this 
reign was the lowering of the duties levied on newspapers. 
This resulted in a large increase in the number of 
newspapers, and consequently in greater knowledge of 
political affairs among the people at large. 



Bell’s first Steamboat, the “Comet”, 


The construction of the first railway, in 1829, by 
George Stephenson, was an event of immense importance. 
Railway trains soon took the place, in all parts of the 
country, of the old stage-coaches. Time was saved in 
the transport of goods, in the carrying of news, and in 
journeys for businegs and pleasure, and remote par'ts of 
the country were brought into a closeness of connection 
that was previously impossible. 

Of equal importance was the increasing use <fNsfc^.*am- 
boats. As early as 1808 Henry Bell had launched the 
first steamer on the Clyde; but it was not till many 
years later that ^steamships were built in any numbers. 
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THE REIGN OF VICTORIA. 

( 1837 - 1901 .) 

1. SIR ROBERT PEEL.— IV. THE COEN LAWS. 

In 1<S37 William IV. died suddenly, and the sovereignty 
of the greatest empire in the world devolved on his niece 
Victoria, daughter of the Duke of Kent and grand- 
daughter of George III. She was only eighteen years 
old when she became queen, but from the very first she 
showed herself to be possessed of good sense, firmness, 
dignity, and all the qualities of character and intellect 
which have since ondoarod her to her people. Her father 
having' died when she was a baby, she was wisely 
trained b3'’ her mother for the high duties which it would 
some da^'" be her lot to fulfil. For twenty-one years, from 
1840 to 1861, she was aided by the counsel and sj-mpath^^ 
of her husband. Prince Albert of Saxe-Cobui'g, a man of 
high intclligonco, cultivated tastes, and sterling character, 
who put aside all personal ambition, and laboured 
untiring^ in the service of his adopted country. 

Qxxeen Victoria’s first prime minister was Loi’d 
Melbourne, a Whig. He is not regarded as a great 
statesman, Imt he did his country good service by 
carefully instructing the young queen in political affairs. 
His minisft’j' was not generallv successful ; there were 
troubles l)oth at home and abroa<l, and in 1841 he 
I'csigned, leaving a finaitcial deficit of £10,000,000 to be 
nu^dt, up ly his successor. The new pnme minister was 
Sir Roboi't Peel, who hold office for five years, during 
which ho aceomidished work that won him the eteimal 
admiration atid gratitude of the Biitish people. Among 
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the younger members of Ms ^ministry was William Ewart 
Gladstone. 

Peel early set himself to get rid of '^fche debt left by his 
predecessors. There was so much distress among the 
working - classes that he declined to impose further 

taxation on ar- 
ticles of con- 
sumption. In- 
stead, he levied 
an income - tax 
of *Id. in the 
pound, at the 
sam e time reduc- 
ing the customs 
and exci.se duties 
on many ar- 
ticles; for he 
believed that 
such articles 
would be in- 
creasingly u.sed 
if their jnice 
was lowered, an d 
that what a man 
paid in income-tax he would regain by the lessening of 
his household expense.s. Before Peel left office, he had 
reduced the duties on more than a thousand articles, and 
totally abolished duty on more than six hundred. 

The one commodity on which he did not see his v'ay 
to abolish the duty was the most inipoi'tant ol^Wi* — 
corn. The com laws, as we have already seen, kept up 
the price of corn for the sake of the land-owners. To 
lessen the hardships of the poor, a “ sliding" scale ” had 
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been introduced, by which hi times of scarcity the duty 
on foreign corn became very low; but there had arisen 
in the minds Qf ni^ny a belief in free trade; that is, in 
the opening of British ports to food stuffs and raw 
material absolutely free of duty. 

The Anti-Corn-Law League was founded by men of 
keen intelligence and great capacity to educate the people 
in the principles of free trade, and especially to urge on the 
government the repeal of the corn laws. Of this Jeague 
the most prominent members were Richard Cobden, a 
calico printer, who had devoted himself to the careful 
study of the subject, and John Bright, a carpet manu- 
facturer, wlio was the greatest orator of liis day. These 
men did not enter Parliament until 1841 and 1843 
respectively, but, for years before, Charles Villiers had 
annually proiiosed in the Commons a resolution against 
the corn laivs. 

Though Peel had aliolished the duties on so many 
articles, he was at first strongly opposed, like the whole 
Tory party, to the removal of the duty on corn. He 
thought that the corn laws were necessary to the 
prosperity of the Britisli farmers and the maintenance 
of British agriculture, and he was unwilling to do 
anything to injure these interests. But his eyes were 
gradtzally opened to tlie necessity of the reform. In 
1845 the haiwest failed in England, and the potato crop, 
on which tlie people depended, in »Ireland. Poor people 
suffered intcnsijly, and famine stared them in the face. 
Peel's sensitive nature was much affected by this distress; 
the uiiice of Wellington said that he never saw a man in 
such agony. ''Ilie efforts of the Anti-Com-Law League 
were redoubled, and onp speech of Cobden’s in the 
Commons was so striking that Peel, tearing up the paper 
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on which he had been mahjng notes for his reply, said 
to one of his colleagues, “Yon must answer this, for I 
cannot.” 

It was evident that measui'es of some kind must 
immediately be adopted. Peel proposed in the Cabinet 
to suspend the duties on corn, with a view to their 
complete abolition. In so doing he went totally against 
the pi'inciples of his party and his own former convictions, 
but Peel ever put the safety and welfare of the State 
above the claims of party. Some important members of 
the Cabinet opposed him, and he resigned. Lord John 
Russell, who had just issued a declaration against the 
corn laws, was called upon to form a ministry, but 
failing, Sir Robert Peel was recalled to office. He came 
back determined to repeal the corn laws, and was 
supported by many of his party, including ^WOHngton, 
who had no love for reform, but said “ a good goveniment 
for the country is more impoidiant than corn laws or any 
other consideration 

In 1846 Peel introduced his bill. He explained tlie 
principles of free trade and his own change of view in a 
series of remarkable speeches. He bore without flinching 
the violent attacks of members of his own party, among 
whom the most brilliant and the most bitter was Benjamin 
Disraeli, afterwards Lord Beaconsfield. The bill was 
passed in the Commons; on June 25, 1S4G, it passed the 
Lords, and the repeal pf the corn laws was aCcomplisluTl. 
The duty on corn was to deci-ease gradually for tlii'ee 
years until it reached one shilling; and in 1860 tliat 
shilling was removed and corn became absolutely free. 
Thus the poor gained the inestimable blessing of cheap 
bread. 
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2. SIE EOBEET PEEL.— V. HIS LAST YEAES. 

On the same night on Avliich the hill for the repeal of 
the corn laws passed the Lords, Peel was defeated in the 
Commons on a measure for Ireland, hj^ the combination 
of the oppo.sition 
with the disgusted 
members of his own 
23arty. Four days 
later he announced 
his resignation. In 
his sjaeech he de- 
clared that the 
credit of bringing 
about tree trade be- 
longed to Richard 
Cobden, not to him- 
self. He said that 
he would leave a 
name censured by 
Tories who accused 
him of betraying 
his party, by those Richard CoWen, m.p. 

who honestly dis- 
believed in free trade, and by those who opposed it from 
interested motives. “But”, he said in closing, “it may 
be that 1 shall leave a name sometimes remembered 
with expressions of good-will in the abodes of those 
whoso lot it is to labour and to earn their daily bread 
witji~’tho sweat of their brow, when they shall recruit 
their e.'chausted sti’ength with abundant and untaxed 
food, the sweeter because it is no longer leavened with 
a sense of injustice.” 
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For the remaining years 'of his life no public care,s 
interrupted the simple domestic life in which Peel found 
such deep enjoyment. The queen would have made him 
a lord and covered him with honours, but he respectfully 
declined them ail; sprung from tlie people, with the 
people he would remain. He retained his seat in Parlia- 
ment, where, tliough no longer the leader of a strong 
party, he exercised great influence, and was lo<Dked up to 
by a little band of Peelites, among whom Mr. Gladstone 
became the most notable. He often supported the 
measures of his successor. Lord John Russell. 

His last speech was made on June 28, 1850, on tlie 
occasion of a great debate on foreign 25olicy. Peel, while 
opposed to the policy of Lord Palmerston, the Foreign 
Secretary, paid a generous tribute to the ability ^\’•ith which 
Palmerston had defended it against objection. Then he 
went on to utter words of w’^eighty advice and rej^i-oof, 
pleading thecauseof j)eace and good-will. He went homeat 
the dawn of day, saying that he felt at 2-)cace with all men. 

Next day, as he was riding uja Constitution Hill fi-om 
Buckingham Palace towards Hyde Park, his hoi'se, being 
suddenly startled, became restive. Peel was a careless 
horseman, and was flung heavily to the ground. It was 
seen that he was seriously injured, and a jjaasing carriage 
was used to bear him home. After three daj's of intense 
agony, the great man passed away in his sixty-second 
year. The whole nation was plunged in gidef, mourning 
for him, as the queen wrote, as for a father. In the 
House of Commons, Mr. Gladstone, one of Sir Eojjei-t’s 
faithful supporters, quoted in impressive tones Sir \\' alter 
Scott’s lines on Pitt; 

is the stately coliinin broke, 

The beacon light is quenched in smoke ; 
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The trumpet’.s .silv'er sound is still, 

Tlie warder silent on the hill.” 

Shy and rRserved, stiff and awkward in ordinary 
society, Peel was loved and trusted by all who knew him 
well. The Duke of Wellington said of him : “ I never 
knew a man in whose truth and justice I had a more 
lively confidence As a leader in Parliament, Peel had 
no rival. Disraeli said that he was “ the greatest member 
of Parliament that ever lived”. He thoroughly under- 
stood how to manage the Hoxise of Commons, and his 
speeches were masterpieces of clear reasoning and 
persuasive eloquence. As a statesman, his name will 
ever be held in honour. He sought before all things 
the welfare of the nation, ajid was willing cheerfully to 
sacrifice the good opinion of his party and friends, and 
all personal ambition, for the sake of achieving what he 
believed would make his country sti’ong, and prosperous, 
and contented. 


3. CHAETISM AND EEFOEM. 

The early yeai-s of Victoria’s reign were remarkable 
for the rise of a body of men who became known as 
Chartists. The Keform Bill of 1832, while it largely 
increased the number of voters, and admitted the middle 
classes to a shai-e in the power formerly held by the 
ai-istocracy alone, had left the working classes wdthout 
votes. The Eefonu leaders did not think it wise to give 
power to poor and ignorant men, who, they feared, would 
not use it well. But there was much misery and dis- 
content among the poor, and some of their leaders taught 
them that their condition would be much improved if 
certain further reforms were efiected 
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Accordingly, a movement was started with the object 
of bringing about six reforms: (1) manhood suffrage, (2) 
annual parliaments, (3) vote by ballot, (4) the abolition 
of the property qualification for membei’s of Paiiiament, 
(6) the payment of membei’S, (0) the division of tlie 
country into equal electoral districts. The objects of 
these proposals were to give a vote to every grovui man, 
to enable him to vote freely and without fear, and to 
enable poor men as well as i-ich to enter Parliament. 
Two of them, the third and fourth, have long been 
canded out; and some pi*ogress has been made towards 
the achievement of the first, fifth, and sixth. 

The reforms just mentioned made up what was called 
the People’s Charter, and the men who worked for them 
were known as Chartists. Some of these were c^ager to 
force the government to gvant their demands by violence 
and revolution; others were men of education, of high 
chai’acter, and of pure and noble motives, who belie\’ed 
in persuasion and peaceful measures. In spite t)f the 
efibrts of the peaceful party to prevent disordei', 3'i<jts 
broke out in various places, and the government took 
strong measures to put down the movement. Many of 
the leaders, including some who were altogether opposed 
to violence, were arrested, tried, and sentenced t<j terms 
of imprisonment; and their treatment in j)rison was often 
uni’easonably severe. 

In 1848, rather more^than ten years aftei' the agitation 
began, the Chartists proposed to draw up a motister 
petition to Parliament, to hold a great meeting (m 
Kennington Green, and to march in procession to the 
House of Commons, taking their petition with them. 
The government, fearing violencp, forbade the^ procession, 
and the whole affair turned out a failure; for the 
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Chartists were divided amoag themselves, some wishing 
to proceed in spite of the government, others determined 
to obey. Credit ei,citement arose in London; soldiers 
wore held in readiness to put down any violence that 
occurred; and special constables were enrolled in large 
numbers to pro- 
tect property. 

The Chartist 
meeting was held, 
and passed ofi' 
peaceably; it was 
attended by less 
than one-tenth of 
the number ex- 
jiected. The peti- 
tion, Avhen pi*e- 
sented to Parlia- 
ment in the ordi- 
nary way, was 
examined; and it 
was found that 
many of the sig- 
natures were for- 
geries, and many 
were fancy names, scrawled, in all probability, by mis- 
chievous schoolboys who found the sheets lying about. 
Eveiybody laughed at the collapse of the great agitation, 
and Chai’tism soon died out. 

In 1806, when Lord John, who had now become Earl 
Russell, was prime minister,liis chancellorof the exchequer, 
Mr. Gladstone, brought in a second reform bill, still further 
enlarging the number of voters. The bill was not much 
liked, even by the Liberal party, emd was defeated; 
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whereupon Earl Eussell resigned office, and was suc- 
ceeded by Lord Derby and a Conservative government. 
Thereupon a great agitation sprang up throughout the 
country. Meetings were held demanding rofoi’m, and 
the working classes showed that they indignantly resented 
the defeat of the bill. 

A meeting had been announced to be held in Hyde 
Pai'k. The government ordered the police to shut tlio 
gates of the park and allow no one to enter. A great 
mob of loafers and roughs assembled, in addition to a 
number of people who really had an intelligent interest 
in the subject of i-eform. Many of the latter nuait 
quietly away Avhen they found the gates closed; but 
some of the roughs, finding the park railings very sluiky, 
managed to break them down, and rushed into the park. 

It was more a rough fi-olic than a delilierate outrage; 
but the authorities were alanned, and the government 
decided to remove all fear of a possible revolution by 
passing a Reform Bill of their own. Thus it happmitid 
that in 1807, the Conservatives, who had just def(.‘ated 
the Reform Bill of the Liberals, themselves passed a liill 
giving votes to a larger number of the smaller house- 
holders than the Liberals had proposed, and also, under 
certain conditions, to lodgers. 

In 1868, the government of Lord Derby fell, and Mr. 
Gladstone became the head of a Liberal government. 
He passed in 1871 the, Ballot Act, which enable.s vot(>i-s 
to record their votes in parliamentary election.s scjcretly, 
by making a cross against the name of the candidat.e 
they prefer. Under the former system of public voting, 
a man was sometimes afraid to vote as he wished, for 
fear of offending his employers. In 1886, when Mr. 
Gladstone was prime minister for the second time, a 
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third Eeform Bill was pas.^ud, giving votes to r. large 
number of the smaller householders in the counties. 

As t*Iie result of *111086 successive measures, men of all 
classes, from the wealthiest land-owners to the poorest 
workers in factories or yards or in tlie fields, are entitled 
to vote for a member of the House of Commons. Tlie 
government of the country is chosen from tlie party 
which has a majority in the Commons; and therefore 
the men of Gir^at Britain and Ireland have it in tlieii' 
power to say who .shall be their real rulers. Those who 
read this book will see wliat changes have come about in 
this re.sj)ect .since the time of James I. 


4. lEEl.AND AND HOME RULE. 

As we liave already seen, the Catholic Emancipation 
Act, passed in 1829, did away with a serious grievance 
under which Eoman Catholics, and especially the Iri.sh 
people, had long .sufiered. Since Eoraan Catholics were 
now admi.ssible to Pailiament, it was possible for the 
Catholic Irish to elect members who really rejiresented 
them. Daniel O’Connell was the fir,st of such members, 
and his wonderful voice was often heai'd in the House 
of Commons on behalf of his country. 

O’Connell and many of hi.s countrymen, however, were 
not satisfied with what they had gained. They believed 
that Ireland would never be a hg-ppy, pimperous and 
c<mtented couutiy until the Irish were allowed to govern 
themselves. They wi.shed to repeal the Union effected 
by Pito'in 1800, to get rid of the British Lord-Lieutenant 
with his army of officials, and to have again a parlia- 
ment of their own. Tlie;^?' started an agitation for the 
Eepeal of tha Union; O’Connell addreised monster meet- 

( M 242 ) o 
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ings in all parts of Ireland and woi-ked up the Irish to 
a high pitch of enthusiasm. 

So strong did the movement for '’repeal become, that 
O’Connell at length was bold enough to declare that the 
year 1843 would be the year of repeal. Though he was 

opposed to violence, 
and trusted to peace- 
ful means to bring 
about his desires, 
some of his followers 
believed that one day 
he would lead them 
in arms. The govern- 
ment entertained the 
same belief, and, 
learning that a great 
meeting was to be 
held at Clontarf on 
October 8, 1843, the 
Lord - Lieutenant 
issued, on the day 
before that fixed for 
the meeting, a proclamation forbidding it. At a word 
from O’Connell the people would have defied the pro- 
clamation; but their leader bade them obey it, and the 
meeting was not held. 

O’Connell’s most ardent supporters were bitterly dis- 
appointed, and from that moment his influence waned. 
He was soon afterwards arrested and tried on a charge 
of inciting to disaffection, and sentenced to pay a heavy 
fine and suffer twelve months’ imprisonment. But the 
jury was composed of Irish Protestants bittei-ly opposed 
to O’Connell and his religion, and there were certain 
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irregularities in the trial. On a^jpeal to the House of 
Lords, the .sentence was properly set aside, and O’Connell 
was released from prison; but his power was gone, and 
four years later he died, a broken, disappointed man. 

But the demand for tlie repeal of the union has not 
grown less strong during the fifty years since the death 
of O’Connell. As carried on by the “Young Ireland” 
party and the Fenians the movement was repressed by 
the stern hand of the British government, which, how- 
ever, has never endeavoured to stifle merely political 
agitation. The miseries of the Irish people, especially 
those arising from the laws governing the holding of land, 
often found exjjression in violence and outrage, which 
needed strong measures to put them down. 

Mr. Clladstone’s first ministiy (ISfiS-lS'TS) did some- 
thing for Ii'eland in passing a Land Act, and disestablish- 
ing the Irish Church. The Protestant Episcoijal Church 
had been the established church of the land since the 
Refoi’mation, and held all the endowments which had 
belonged to the unreformed church. But the large 
major’ity of the Irish wei-e Roman Catholics, and did 
not attend the established churches; and, but for the 
devotion of their priests, religion would have been 
almost unknown among them. In 1869, the Irish 
Church Act took away these old endowments from the 
Episcopal Church, and employed a large portion of them 
in relieving distress. Thus all tho churches in Ireland 
became free, and Catholics and Protestants were put on 
an equal footing. 

The year 1870 saw the founding of an association 
foimod with the object of gaining Home Rule for Ireland, 
and of electing membei’S of Parliament pledged to work 
for that end. In a few years, the HoHie Rule party in 
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tlie Commons numbered more than sixty members, and, 
under their skilful leader, Mr. Parnell, the Ii'ish inembers 
made themselves exceedingly troublesome to the govern- 
ment. Both Conservatives and Liberals long resisted 
their demands, and passed coercion acts for the repression 
of disorder in Ireland. In 1886, howevei', Mr. Gladstone 
adopted the Home Rule cause, and thereby brought about 
a split in the Liberal party. His first bill for granting 
Home Rule was defeated by a majority of thirty in the 
Commons. Six years later, when prime minister for the 
fourth time, he brought in a second bill, which, after 
passing the Commons, was rejected in the House of Lords 
by an enormous majority. 

Though, at the elections since 1885, the majority of 
the British people have declared their opposition to Home 
Rule, there is no doubt that they would welcome any 
plan which, without endangering the connection between 
the two islands, would give lasting haj^piness to tlje Irish, 
and tend to encourage a sincere feeling of loyalty to the 
crown. 


5. THE CRIMEAN WAR. 

The peace which Britain had enjoyed in Europe for 
forty years since Waterloo, was broken in 1854, through 
a quaiTel between Russia and Turkey. Russia claimed by 
treaty the right of ^protecting the Christiah subjects of 
Turkey, a claim which Tui-key refused to admit, because 
it would remove those subjects from the authority 
of the Sultan, and place them under a foreign power. 
The Tzar of Russia then sent his troops across the 
Danube into Turkish tenitor^, and, after vain attempts 
to settle the qnesjtion had been made by the*^ other powers, 
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Turkey -declared war. England took the side of Turkey, 
believing that Russia was aiming at the possession of 
Constantinople, and had designs on India, France joined 
England, and thus Russia was confronted by three 
powers. 

At the beginning of the war, the Turkish troops, under 
English officers, had considerable success in defending 
their fortresses. But the Turkish Black Sea fleet having 
been destroyed by the Russians, the allies determined 
on an invasion of the Crimea, a district north of the 
Black Sea, which contained the great port and arsenal 
of Sevastopol. The plan of the allies was to make a 
combined attack on Sevastopol by sea and land; but the 
Russians prevented the naval operations by sinking their 
own fleet at the entrance of the harbour. The British 
and French troops, howevei', landed without opposition 
in the Crimea. 

The fii’st great battle was fought on Sej^tember 20, 
1864. The Russians had occupied in force the heights 
of Alma, some twenty miles north of Sevastopol. A 
joint attack was made on them by the Bi-itish and 
French, and, owing to the nature of the ground, the 
brunt of the fighting fell on the Biitish. The Russians 
were driven back by the dogged bra\'ery of the soldiers, 
for there was no opportunity for the display of general- 
ship. Indeed, Lord Raglan, the English gi^ueral, one of 
Wellington’s old oflI<fers, took up a position whence it was 
impossible to issue further orders after the battle had 
begun. But for the allies’ weakness in cavalrv. which 
prevented pursuit, the Russians would have been utterly 
routed. 

The allies then pressed omto attack Sevastopol; but 
the Russians haa made the most of their opportunities 
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for strengthening its defence?, and it was soon seen that 
the to?jni could only be taken after a protracted siege. 
On October 25, the' Russians made a violent attack on 
the British at Balaclava, where deeds were done that will 
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live for ever m the memories of Britons. The 93rd 
Highlanders, under Sir Colin Campbell, coolly awaited 
the attack of 25,000 Russians. Sir Colin drew the men 
up in line, telling them there was no retreat, and that 
they must die where they^ stood. “Ay, ay!” shouted the 
men: “we’lf do that. Sir Colin!” Fortunately the 




216 


THE REIGN OE VICTORIA. 


Russian general did not uss his full strength, but only- 
sent a few squadrons of cavalry to cut up the “ thin red 
line ” ojiposed to them. But the Hfgh landers received 
the Russian horsemen with a volley which sent them 
reeling to right and left, and the attack was repulsed. 

In another part of the field, the British Heavy 
Brigade of cavalry, by a brilliant charge, put to flight 
a much larger Russian force. But the exploit of the 
day was the famous charge of the Light Brigade. By 
some confusion of oi’ders the British leader understood 
that he was to make an attempt to capture some Russian 
guns at the end of a long valley, commanded by artilleiy 
on the surrounding heights. Though he saiv there was 
a mistake, he obeyed w’liat he believed to be his orders. 
The Light Brigade, 600 strong, was ordered to charge, and 
the men rode off steadily, in spite of the terrible artillery 
fire which broke on them from all sides. On they I’ode 
through the valley; they reached the guns; th<y drove 
the gunners away; they rode back — “all that was left of 
them”. Four hundred men perished in that fata,l cliarge; 
but the valour and the heroic obedience of the gallant 
Britons struck the French and Russians with astonish- 
ment and admiration, and made the hearts of their 
countrymen thrill with honourable pride. 

On November 5th the Russians were signally defeated 
at Inkerman. This was known as the "soldiers’ battle”, 
for the mist which hang over the field prevented the 
generals from employing any tactics. The battle was 
won by the bull-dog courage of the British infant^. 

All thi'ough the winter the siege dragged weaiily 
on. The weather was terrible, and the troops suffered 
fearful hardships from cold, wajit of clothing,^ and disease. 
Storms destroyed *he transports bringing supplies; the 
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men spent tlieir niglits anil djij’s soaking wet in the 
trenches; and through disgraceful' management they 
perished by hundreds. But a change of ministry at 
home brought Lord Palmerston to the head of aftairs. 
Under his vigorous management things were changed. 
Measures were taken to relieve the sickness and misery 
of the men: and a lady named Florence Nightingale 
went outj with other ladies as refined as henselL to 
undertake the nursing. 

At last, on September 8, 1865, the Russians burnt and 
deserted Sevastopol, after the repeated assaults of the 
allies and the capture of outworks showed them that 
they could hold out no longer. This was practically the 
end of the war. One other notable exploit was the 
splendid defence of Kars, a fortress in Armenia, by 
Turkish troops under a British officer, Colonel Williams, 
against overwhelming numbers of Russians. Famine at 
last compelled Williams to surrender; but his skill and 
bi'avery so excited the admiration of the Russians that 
they allowed the garrison to leave the town “ with all 
the honours of wai‘”. 


6. THE INI) t AN EMPIEE BEEOEE THE MUTINY. 

When Queen Victoria came to the thi-one, the British 
po.ssessions in India had become one of the most important 
parts of lier dominions. The power of the wax*]ike 
Mahrattas had been desti'oyed in 1818; and the first 
Burmttse war, in 1824-26, had resulted in the annexation 
of Assam and other provinces. The countiy was well 
ruled by a succession of able Governor-Generals, and the 
more enlightened of the i\atives began to see that British 
rule would lienefit them, by establisMng order, putting 



218 


THE REIG^Ln of VICTORIA. 


down tribal wars, and securing the people against the 
oppression of unworthy princes. 

One of the best of the British gdvern.ors was Lord 
William Bentiuek, who held office from 1828 to 1885, 
and who was the first to make the good of the natives 
his chief aim. He abolished a cruel religious custom 
known as suttee, by which Indian Avidows Avere burnt 
alive at the funeral of their husbands. He c]’u.shed out 
an association knoAvn as the thugs, Avho AA'ere i»roi‘essionaI 
murderers, bound by oath to strangle as many people as 
they could. During Bentinck’s term of office considerable 
additions were made to British territoiy. 

Early in Victoria’s reign occurred a great disaster in 
Afghanistan. Russia had been extending her dominicjns 
in Central Asia, and the rulei’S of India feared that an 
alliance betAveen the Russians and Afghans Avould be 
dangerous to the British poAver. An Afghan ameer Avho 
seemed too friendly to the Russians Avas expelled by the 
Biitish, and a neAV one set up in his place, and kept in 
power by British troops. But he Avas not acceptable to 
the Afghans: the British agent at Cabul, the capital, 
was mui-dered; and the British army was compelled to 
retire towards India. The Afghan leaders promised not 
to molest them, but as the small British force of 4000 
men passed thi’ough the narrow passes over the mountains, 
they were attacked by the AAuld Afghan tribes. Of the 
whole force, only one iman, Dr. Biydon, escaped death 
from cold or at the hands of the enemy. A Briti.sh army 
marched to avenge the treachery, defeated the Afffhaus, 
took Cabul, and blew up its principal buildings. 

In 1845 the Sikhs, a warlike religious community in 
the north-west, invaded British .territory. They were a 
brave people, had b0%n well trained in arms by European 
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officers, and under their rulei«, Ranjit Singh, had been 
friendly to the British; but at his death the chief poAver 
passed into the hands of ambitious gd'norals, vdio were 
eager to gain a victory over the British sepoys. The 
invading army numbered 60,000 fine soldiers, with 150 
guns of the best make. Four gi-eat battles Avere fought, 
in which the Sikhs Avere defeated, but with heavj' loss 
to the British. At the last of them, the battle of Sobraon, 
Sir Hugh Gough drove the Sikhs back; and their capital, 
Lahore, surrendered. Their country, known as the 
Punjab, was placed imder a Sikh council, to rule on 
behalf of Dhuleep, the infant son of Ranjit Singh, and 
Sir Henry Lawrence Avas appointed resident adA-dser. 

Four years later, during the absence of Sir Henry 
Lawrence, disoi’der broke out, tAA^o British officers Avero 
murdered, and the Avhole Sikh population took arms 
against the British. At Chilian wallah, in Januaiy, 1S49, 
the British bai’ely escaped defeat, losing more than 2000 
officei’s and men, as well as guns and colours. But a few 
weeks later Gough completely defeated the Sikhs at 
Gujerat. The Punjab Avas then annexed to the British 
dominions, and under Avise administration became a 
valuable possession. 

Lord Dalhousie, AA’-ho aa’-rs Governor-General fi’om 1848 
to 1856, did splendid work for India. He introduced 
cheap postage and the telegraph; he established the 
Public Works Departnrsnt, Avliieh took in hand the 
construction of roads, canals, and raihvays. He brought 
large territories under British rule, including the sn-eat 
province of Oudh. During bis rule the second Burmese 
war broke out, caused by the king’s insolent treatment 
of some European merchants at Rangoon. The war was 
speedily brought to end, and Lower Burmah became 
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British territory. Under ^its new rulers its prosperity 
enormously increased, and Eangoon, before many years 
had elajjsed, became a flourishing city. 


7. LORD LAWRENCE.- 1. 

On the conclusion of the first Sikh War, when Sir 
Henry Lawrence was placed at Lahore as British Resident, 
his younger brother John was made administrator of 
the small Sikh province that 
was annexed to British ten-i- 
tory. This young man of 
thirty-four was afterwards 
known as the “ Saviour of 
India ”, became governor- 
genei’al and a loifl, and when 
he died was laid to 3-e.st 
among other British heroes 
in Westmin,ster Abbey. 

John Laird Mair Law- 
rence was born in 1811 at 
Richmond, in Yorkshire, 
where his father was lieu- 
tenant-colonel commanding a regiment of infantry. As 
a boy he was turbulent and self-willed, and frequently 
in trouble. Of one of his schools he said: ‘T was flogged 
thei'e eve?y day of my life but one, and then I was 
flogged twice ”. Passing in 1824 uo Hailey bury, a school 
founded by the East India Company for the education 
of jlSuths for the Indian Civil Service, he gained 
little distinction except a prize for Bengali; and he left 
for India with his brother Henry in 1829. 

For several years hd held subo^aiinate offices in the 
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north-west provinces. He worked hard, and tliough he 
had a hot temper and rough manners, he had the power 
of making friends with the natives, who respected him 
for his strict sense of justice. He spoke their language 
fluently; indeed, he almost lost for a time tlxe ability to 
speak English. 

His merits only gradually became known to the rulers 
of India; but in 1849, wdien the Punjab was annexe*], 
Lawrence was appointed by Lord Dalhousie one of tlie 
board of three administrators for the new province, the 
president being his brother Heniy. 

An amusing incident is recorded of this paid of his 
life. At the annexation of the Punjab it wms arranged 
that certain fine jewels should become the property’ of 
Queen Victoria, including' the famous 7voh-i-noor, a 
splendid diamond which had had an eventful history for 
five hundred years. This diamond w'as given into the 
keeping of John Lawrence, 'who tvrapped it up carefully, 
placed it in a small box, and put the box in his waistcoat 
pocket. Soon after he changed his clothes, and, btdng 
habitually careless of them, he threw aside the w'aistcoat 
containing the diamond, and forgot all about it. 

Six weeks later a message came from Lord Dalbousie 
that the queen had sent for the Koh-i-noor. Not till 
then did Lawrence remember the diamond. Horror- 
stricken at his carelessness, ho hurried to his rot mis, anti 
asked his old native sjervant if he had pxit axvay the 
waistcoat or noticed the little box. Luckily the stirv'ant 
had found the box, and locked it up in a trunk bt'longing 
to his master. When, at Lawrence’s order, he Drought 
it and unfolded the wrappings in which the diamond 
was concealed, he was astonished at the delight of 
his master at the saifety of a mere piece of glass, as the 
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ignorant Hindoo tiiouglit it., The priceless gem ^vas sent 
to En^dand, and found a place in the queen’s crown. 

As a member of the Punjab board, Lawrence did 
excellent work, constructing roads and canals, promoting 
agriculture, settling the system of land tenure in a way 
favourable to the poor cultiwators, and firmly putting 
down disorder. In 1853, becoming the sole commissioner 
for the province, he made repeated joui-neys through it 
for the purpose of learning tlie wants of the people, 
settled the taxation in a way that pleased all classes, and 
by his orderty government secured their entire respect 
and confidence. 


8. .LOUD LAWbENCE.— 11. THE INDIAN MUTINY. 

The ^'alue of his work was tried in a terrible way. 
On Sun<.lay, May 10, 1857, the Sepoys at Meerut rose in 
open rnutinj^ against their officers, broke into the jail and 
set free the prisoners, rushed out of their quarters, cutting 
down ail who opposed them, and set off to Delhi to raise 
the native troops thei’e. There were several causes of 
tliis mutiny. The natives were not allowed to hold high 
posts in the army oi- the civil service; many of them 
believed that the British government was intending to 
destroy their old customs and institutions, of which they 
were exceedingly prou<l; and the large extension of Biitish 
territory wds very vexatious to th^m. 

But the moving cause was the introduction among the 
Bengal s(fpoys of a new cartridge, in the manufacture of 
whicli "he fat of cows and pigs had been used. Now, to 
the Hindoo the cow is a sacred animal, while the pig is 
considered unclean by the Hindoo and the Mohammedan 
alike. They thei'efore held the iairoduction of this 
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cartridge to be a deliberajio attempt to odeinl tlieir 
deepest religious feelings and make them violate the 
laAvs of caste. It was not so; it was due to stupid 
carelessness on the part of the authoritiiss.' The cartridge 
was withdrawn, but the mischief was airead;^' done. 

The outbreak at Meerut was followe*! Ijy a general 
rising in many parts of Northern and Central India. 
British officers, and sometimes women ami children, werc^ 
massacred; and their possessions were plundered. Delhi 
was captured by the rebels, and the descendant (jf the 
Qi'eat Mogul was proclaimed ruler of the em])ii-e. 

Now the work of John Lawrence bore fruit. The 
British army was below its projier strength; many of the 
troops had been withdrawn to serve in the Crimea, ami 
many of the best officers wei'e acting as civil adminis- 
trators in different parts. If Iiidia Avas to be saved, a 
blow must at once be struck at the mutimiers. The 
necessary force came from the Punjab. The Sikhs were 
nobly loyal, and Lawrence was able to semi pj'o\-isions 
and a force of Bi'itish and Sikhs, umler (’len(.‘ral Nicholson, 
to the assistance of a British arinj" that Avas l)esieging 
30,000 mutineers in Delhi. The siege lasted tlii-ee 
months, and the toAvn \A''as only AV(m after desperate 
fighting and great loss. Among the dea<l wa.s the gallant 
Nicholson. 

Meanwhile terrible scenes wore being cnacto<l els(!Avhero. 
At Oawnporo the mutineers AA'ere hcauled bj‘ a ferocious 
wretch commonly known as Nana tSahib. T’he British, 
less than 500 hi number, of whom the majority weiA*. 
wonren and children, took I’efuge in a AV(*akly lurtilied 
place, where for nearly three weeks they hidd out against 
the rebels. Then they surrendered, trusting to Nana’s 
promise that they -would be allowed to retire safely to 
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Allahabad. TJiey einbarkefl in boats on the Gauges, but 
no sooner liad they started than a storm of shots assailed 
them" from the ba^nk. The boats were sunk, and of the 
450 people who set out, only four men escaped, while 
125 women and children were thrown into prison. 

A small army under Sir Heiny Havelock was hastening 
from Calcutta to the 


relief of the British. 
Fighting ])ard, Have- 
lock readied Cawn- 
pore only to learn that 
Nana, liearing of his 
appu'oach, ha/I slaugh- 
tei*ed all the prisonei*s 
and tlirown their 
Ixxlies into a well. The 
i*eli<ndng foi’ce took a 
terrible ^’^<ngeance on 
the mutineers, but 
Nana escaped, to <li(3 a 
fugitive in the jungle. 

At Lucknow, mean- 



^lajor-General Sir Henry Havelock. 


wliilo, th<j cajjital of 

Oudhjone Brifcisli regimentand 500 faithful native soldiers, 


with many women and children, wei’e besieged in the 
Residency by a vast host of rebels. Sir Henry Lawrence, 
who eoiamande<l the British, was killed; but the defence 


was maintained hy Colonel Inglis for eighty-seven days, 
dui'ing which the defenders suffered terribly from the 
great rieat and the want of supplies. At length Havelock 
forced his way into the town with 3000 men, and relieved 
the garrison, but was immediately hemmed in by the 
rebels. Nearly two montlis passed before Sir Colin 

( M S42 \ ^ 
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Campbell; with the brave Highlanders who had fought 
so well in the Crimea, came up from Cawnporo, stormed 
the city, and brought out the whol-e garrison, leaving 
Lucknow again to the I'ebels. Havelock died, worn out 
by disease, before the British left the city. 

Sir Colin Campbell and other generals spent several 



Imambara, or House of the Twelve Patriarchs, Lucknow. 


months in quelling the rebellion in different parts of the 
north. Then, in March, 1858, Campbell returned to 
Lucknow, and gave the death-blow to the mutiny by the 
total defeat of the rebels and the capture of the city. 

Everybody acknowledged the great part which Law- 
rence had played in saving our empire. But for his 
firm government of the Punjab, and his coiirfTge and 
promptitude in despatching troops to the siege of Delhi, 
the mutiny, confined to the north and centre, might have 
spread all over In^a before trbops could have been sent 
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from Englan<-| in numbers lo^ge enough to crush it. Lord 
Canning, the Governor-General, wrote of Lawrence: “But 
for him the hold of England over Upper India would 
have had to be reco\^ered at a cost of English blood 
and treasure which defies calculation. It is difficult to 
exaggerate the value of such ability, vigilance, and energy 
at such a time.” 


9. LOED LAWEENOE.— III. INDIA SINCE THE 
MUTINY. 

Lawrence had been made a knight in 1856. On his 
return to England after the Mutiny, in broken health 
and with failing eyesight, he was made a baronet; the 
East India Company voted him an annuity of £2000 a 
year, and honour-s of all kinds were showered on him. 

A great change was now made in the government of 
India. Thu East India Company was abolished, and its 
tei’i'itories wtav. transferred to the Crown, the Governor- 
General. Lord Canning, becoming the first Viceroy. A 
new policy was adopted towards the natives, who were 
gradually, as they proved their fitness, admitted to offices 
in the public service. Their education was carefully 
attendeil to, colleges and public schools, leading up to the 
universities, being established in many parts. The best of 
the native piinces were maintained in their dominions, 
British officers being appointed to advise them, with the 
result that the people soon learnt the blessings of a 
peaceful and orderly govemment. 

In Sir John Lawrence became Viceroy of India. 

During his six jx^ars of office, much was done for the 
improvement of the country. The railways were extended, 
new canals \^ere constructed, and the cultivation of cotton 
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was vigorously promoted. ^Great help was given to the 
natives in a terrible famine which fell on India in 1866, 
owing to the want of rain. Tlie syrstcni of justice was 
improved, and sanitary refoians were ellected in towns 
and jails and barracks. Lawrence kept as much as 
possible out of war, and when he i^etired in 18G9 he left 
India prosperous and contented. 

On his return to England he was made a Ixiron, and as 
Lord Lawrence he was for three years chairman of the 
first London School Board. In this position he showed 
the same ability and energy which luid marked his work 
in India. In the House of Lords his voice was always 
listened to with respect when the afiaii-s cjf India were 
under discussion, and in 1S78 he made a strong pixkest 
against the policy of Loivl Lytton, tlie Ahceroy, wliieh 
led to a war with the Afghans. His last speech was 
made in the House on June 19, 1879, and exactly a week 
later he died. He was buried in AVestuiinstcr Aldjoy, 
and statues at Calcutta and London mak(3 lotli Britons 
and Indians acquainted with the form of the man who 
did such great and honourable work for the empire. 

The successors of Lord Lawrence in the vict^royalty 
have nearly all followed the good example set l3y liim. 
Among them may be mentioned Lor<ls Northlirook, 
Ripon, and Dufferin. India itself has been almost 
entirely at peace since tlie Mutiny, but wars have ta.ken 
place on its borders: and in these the native soldiers 
of the British army have borne a splendid part. 

The Afghan war of 3 878-1880, which repeated some 
of the disasters of the first war in 1842, was marked by 
the brilliant exploit of General Roberts, who by a march 
of astonishing rapidity from Qabul to Candahar saved a 
small British garrison in the latter city. '"In 1885 the 
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cruelties of Theebaw, King of Upper Bunnah, led to an 
expedition which captured his capital Mandalay. Theehaw 
was deposed and banished, and the whole of Burmah 
became British territory; and under British rule it is 
rapidly becoming a thriving countrj^ 

E%^ery effort has been made to render the people of 
India satisfied with their rulers. In 1876, the Prince of 
"Wales made a tour through India, and the people-, seeing 
with their own eyes the genial prince one day to be their 
sovereign, began to realize that they formed part of one 
great empire. In 1877, when Lord Beaconsfield was 
prime minister. Queen Victoria was proclaimed at Delhi 
Empress of India, amid the enthusiasm of a great 
assembly. Since then the connection between Britain 
and India has been drawn closer and closer. Indian 
princes and gentlemen send their sons to English uni- 
versities to be educated. They have shown themselves 
willing to adopt English ideas of government, and the 
people at large have been encouraged to make ofibrts 
towards governing themselves. 

The result has been an astonishing growtli of loyalty 
to the British crown. Indian ti'oops have taken part in 
British wars, and in 1885, when it seemed likely that 
Britain would be compelled to fight Eussia, the Indian 
princes, of their own accord, offered their men and their 
money for the war. Quite recently, in the ea:!'ly months 
of 1895, the splendid defence of Chitral, and its relief by 
armies sent from different quarters to its assistancfi, wi*re 
in great part due to the devotion and gallantry with 
which the Indian troops obeyed their British ofiicers. 
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10. CANADA AND AUSTRALASIA. 

The histoi'y of our great colonies in North America 
and Australasia is very different from the history of 
India. India teems with a vast population, of dih'erent 
races and religions; the Dominion of Canada and the 
Australasian colonies are still but sparsely penciled by 
Eui'opeans or persons of Eurojiean descent, and the native 
races are fast dying out. Thus, while Indian history is 
filled with exciting stories of war and conquest, the 
histories of Canada and Australia are mainly the record 
of peaceful development. 

In an earlier chapter we have seen tliat Canada was 
taken from the French. It was afterwards divided into 
two provinces, Upper and Lower Canada, corres]»onding 
to the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, the former being 
inhabited by British, the latter by French. Not many 
yeai-s passed before great diffei'enees arose between the 
two provinces, and in the year of Queen Victoria’s acces- 
sion a rebellion broke out among the French. It was 
easily put down, but discontent existed in the upper 
province also, and the British government sent out Lord 
Durham to inquire into the causes of the troubles, and 
report on the best means to remove them. 

Lord Durham was a most able and honourable man, 
who set to work with the best intentions and, with great 
energy. But he went' beyond his powers, and some of 
his actions raised such a storm at home that he was 
hastily recalled in 1840. But the suggestions winch lie 
made have been gradually carried out. The two provinces 
were at once united, and allowed to govern themselves by 
means of two legislative chambers, a Lower House, elected 
by the people, and ^n Upper House of life-members, the 
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crown Toeing represented by a governor-general sent from 
England. In 1867 a great Federation was foi'ined, sunder 
the name of the Dominion of Canada, "whicli all the 
British North American colonies, except Newfoundland, 
have joined, each colony managing its own local ailairs, 
and sending representatives to a parliament of the whole 
Dominion meeting at Ottawa. 

In 1SS5 the ojiening of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
joined the extreme east, Nova Scotia, with British 
Columbia in the extreme west. Vast tracts of land tire 
now under cultivation; new tracts are opened up every 
year, and the products of the Canadian lields, forests, 
and cattle-farms are being carried into ail parts of the 
world. And, not least, the whole population of Canada 
is united in true loyalty to tlie throne, and is rea<h" to 
fight to maintain its place in the British Empire. 

The history of Australia has been even more peaceful 
than that of Canada. The great island-continent first 
became generally known tlirough the voyages of Ctiptain 
Cook, who in 1770 landed on its south-east part and set 
up the English flag. The new possession was at first 
made use of as a settlement for criminals condemned to 
penal servitude. Around Botany Bay the convicts lived, 
sufiering sometimes terrible hardships, and forming a 
society of scoundrels and ruffians. 

By and Toy the discovery that the soil was particularly 
suitable for sheep-giAzing drew free settlers tf) tlie 
continent. These “squatters”, as they were called, liN'ed 
in lonely stations on the great plains, where they grew 
crops, and I'eax'ed cattle and sheep for the e.x])ort of wc»ol 
and hides to Europe. As the free settlers increased in 
numl)er, they protested against the sending oyer of more 
convicts, and these'^were then sent to Tasmania and 
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We.stern Austi-alia, until the deci-ease of crime at home, 
due in ,great part to Peel’s legislation, rendered trans- 
portation unnecessaiy. 

In 1S51 the discovery of gold in New South Wales^led 
to a rusli of thousands of immigrants. The population 
grew enormously; groat towns sprang up where once 
only a few huts liad stood; and from that time the 
progress of Australia has been rapid. The southern 
part of New fSouth Wales became a new coloiy, Victoria; 
and the three colonies. New South Wales, Victoria, and 
South Australia, together with Tasmania, were each 
allowed to rule themselves under a governor sent from 
England. New Zealand, the island eountiy of a fine 
native race, the Maoris, became a colony in 1839, and 
received stdf-government in 1852. War with the Maoris 
occurred in 18(31 and 1808, but, except in these years, 
the two races have lived in friendshiji with one another, 
the Maoris inlmhiiing their own portions of the islands, 
and sending their own representatives to the colonial 
parliament. In 185!) the northern part of New South 
Wales became an independent colony under the name of 
Queensland. 

The Australian colonics have prospered greatly under 
their self-governing institutions. In 1901 the Australian 
Qolonios and Tasiaania were, like Canada, united under 
one parliament, and now form the Commonwealth of 
Australia. Some wish to go eveti further, and unite 
all British colonies with the mother country in one 
gi*eat fudei'ation, eacli member of which, while inde- 
pendent so far as its individual affiiirs are concerned, 
would hav(r a si tare in the government of the empire. 

It is certain that the colonists are animated by sincere 
feelings of loyalty to the British cro Sm. In 1882 Aus- 
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tralian troops took a voluutaiy part in the Egyptian 
war, and during the Soutli African war tlic Aus, tralian 
Commonwealth rivalled Canada and liew^ Zealand in her 
loyal support of the mother land. The feeling of inajiy 
Britons and Colonials is well expressed in tlu‘ lines 
which Lord Tennyson wrote for the opening of tlio 
Colonial Exhibition in 188G: 

‘‘ Shall we not thn>iigh good aial ill 
Cleave to one another still ? 

Britain’s myriad voices call, 

‘ Sons, be welded each and all 
Into one imperial whole, 

One with Britain, heart and soul! 

One life, one tlag, one Heet, one throne! 

Britons, hold your own 


11. AFBIOA. 

The story of British enterprise in Afi'iea resembles, in 
many respects, the story of India. Trading settleiinmis 
on the west coast were made as early as ilxe year 15!) I, 
and additions were gt*adual]y made by con<|nest or treaty. 
But the dangers of the climate, the giT^at size of tlio con- 
tinent, and the difficulties of exploration in tln^ interior 
rendered progress slow* During the last lialf-cemtiuy, 
however, the enterprise of trading companies and tlie^ 
discoveries of such intrepid explorers as Dr. Livingstone, 
Sir Richard Burton, and Sir H. M. StanU‘v ha\^e b‘d to 
a great extension o£ the territories brought, <lireetly c»r 
indirectly, undei’ British sway. 

The Dutch colony in the south, the Ca])o t)|‘ Good 
Hope, was captured in 1805. It was at that time peo]>]t‘d 
by a few Dutch farmers or Boers, whose settlements lay 
far apart, and were cultivatec] by lueatts of the slave 
labour of the subdued native race, the Kaffirs. The 
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excellence of tlie climate and the fertility of the soil 
attracted Englishmen to the Cape, and the Boers, dislik- 
ing the intriisioii of the new-comers, by and bj?" withdrew 
from the colony, and established a new settlement in 
Natal. Their treatment of the natives was so bad’* that 
wars were continually breaking out, and the British, 
who endeavoured to treat the natives with more fairness, 
took Natal from the Boers in 1843. 

The Boers then went further west and north, and 
founded the Orange Free State and the Transvaal. 
Meanwhile all the land south of the Orange river had 
become British territory, and the dull, stolid Boers saw 
with jealousj^ the advance of the more energetic British. 
In 1801) tlie discovery of diamonds in Gri(j[ualand West 
drew a large number of settlers to the country, where in 
a short tim(‘. tlie flourishing mining town of Kimberley 
arose. Griqualand became part of Cape Colony in 1871, 
an<l since tlien almost every year has seen the annexation 
of new regions. 

The continual disorder between the Boers and the 
natives, and the bankruptcy of the Boer government, 
led Loi*d Beaconstiekl in 1877 to place the Transvaal 
under Britisli rule, and Britain was involved in war 
with tlio Zulus, a brave and warlike race with whom 
the Boers had quarrelled. The opening of the war was 
marked by the terrible disaster at Isandula, where the 
Zulus, umlbr their king Cetew^o, cut to pieces the 
small British foi'ce opposed to them. British troops in 
largo numbers were then sent out, under Sir Garnet 
Wolseicy, who had commanded a successful expedition 
against Ashanti on the west coast in 1874. Before 
Wolselcy's arrival the Zulus were finally crushed at 
Uluiidi, and^rftor a time 2ululand became a British colony. 
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The Zulu war was hai*clly concludc^d when the Boei^s 
of the Transvaal revolted. They defeated small British 
forces, fighting under peculiarly unfavourable conditions, 
in several battles; and Mr. Gladstones government, 
believing that the annexation of the Transvaal had been 
a mistake, magnanimously stopped the war, and restored 
their independence to the Boers, reserving to Britain the 
right to control their foreign relations. 

The mineral w^ealth of the Transvaal atti’actenl large 
numbers of foreign ei‘s there, many of them being British 
subjects. A long course of misgoverniiKeit and oppressi(iii 
by the Boers led to more than one attempt at rebellion, 
and at length, in 1899, an appeal “was made to tlu^. British 
government for help. The efibrts of the Britisli go\eru- 
ment were met by a threat of war, and in Octobei*, the 
Boers, aided by the Orange Fi’eo State, invaded jNataL 
defended by only a small force of British troops. While 
the Boers wasted time in besieging three towns, Lady- 
smith, Kimberley, and Mafeking, a large Bjitisli army 
was sent out. The towns held out bravely far months, 
under General White, Colonel Kekewich, and Colonel 
Baden - Powell, and after many har<l tights, and some 
failures and disappointments, all the towns were }'e!i(‘ve<l 
by onr armies under Lord Roberts, General Buller, ainl 
General French. 

Lord Roberts then carried the war into the emany’s 
country. He soon entered Bloemfontein, fchC Free Slate 
capital, and three months aEter^yards captured Pretoria, 
the seat of the Transvaal government. President Kimger 
fled, and both the Free State and the T^ansv^l:al were 
placed under military government, the Union Jack dying 
from the governor’s residence. Thus m^arly the wh(ilc 
of South Africa became part of tlio British Empire. 
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12. EGYPT. 

In nortli-east Africa circunistanci*N8 have led io Ef^ypt 
being garrisoned l:>y British troops andAidniini>ster<‘<l hy 
Biatisb officials. Tlirougli Egypt lies the shortest route 
to India, and it is very important that the country 
should not fall into the hands of rulers unfri(3n<lly io 
Britain; especially as Britain possesses a very largo 
number of sliares in the Suez Canal, wliich connects the 
Mediterranean with the Red Sea, and through which 
nine-tenths of the traffic is carried on lyy Plritish ships. 

Egypt is nominally a part of the Turkish empire, Jind 
is ruled under the Sultan of Turkey by the khe<live. 
In 1S79 the Khedive Ismail, after a period of misrule 
and extravagance which almost ruined tlie countiy, 
abdicated; and Tewfik, his successor, was com]>elied to 
allow British and French officials to direct his govern- 
ment. Many of the native Egyptians resented this 
foreign ‘Tlual control’’, and in 18«S2 an ambitious soldier, 
Arabi Paslia, raised an insurrection and expelled the 
European officials. 

England called on France to take a part in ])utting 
Arabi down, and when France refused, was conipe]lt‘d 
to act alone. Alexandria, which had been ha-tiliefi ly 
Arabi, and in which a massaci-e of Europeans liad taken 
place, was bomh>arded by the Britisli fleet, juid Aralu 
was routed by Sir Garnet Wolseley at the fiercer 1/attle of 
Tehel-Kebir (1882). Since that time, Britain lias taken 
Egypt under her protection, with unmistakable benefit 
to the country, which is well gov(n*ne<l b5' British 
officials, and has grown rapidly in wealth and population. 

In 1883 further troubles occurred. A fanatic calling 
himself the Mahdg raised a r*ebeliion in the Soudan against 
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the Egyptian government. The Egyptian garrisons were 
in danger of being annihilated, and an Egyptian foi'ce, 
sent to tlieir relief under an English officer, General 
Hick.s, was cut to pieces. General Gordon, a brave officer 
who knew the country well and had done good work in it 
years befoi'e, was then sent out by the British government 
to withdraw the Egyjjtian garrisons. He took no troops 
with him, believing that his personal influence would 
eiiablo him to accomplish tlie work safely. 

But on arn'ving at Kliartoum, the capital of the 
Soutlan, Gordon was surrounded by the Mahdi’s forces. 
He made a gallant defence against them, but finding it 
impos,siblo to withdraw the Egyptian garrison without 
help, he sent to Lou<lon asking for British troops. Montlis 
passed before hi.s re(|ue.st was granted. Then Sir Garnet, 
now Lord Wolseley, was sent to Egypt with a small 
force. On arriving, ho made the greate.st possible haste 
towards Khartoum, taking his army up the Nile in boats, 
with the help of .skilled Canadian boatmen, and march- 
ing rapidly across the arid deseids. At the battle of 
A1')U-Klea the Mahdi’s forces were defeated, and the 
British pi“n.ssed on, only to learn, when within 100 miles 
of Khartoum, that the city had been betrayed to the 
enemy, and that Gordon had been slain. The Soudan 
was then left to its fate, and England deeply mourned 
the loss of the general whose nobly quixotic character 
and romantic career made him so ijiterestiug a figure. 

Thirteen year’s after’ the death of Gordon, a combined 
British qnd Egyptian force, under Sir Herbert Kitchener, 
pushed its way rapidly by rail along the Nile to attempt 
the recompiesi of the Soudan. Preparations had been 
cai’efully made for years befoi’e. At the battle of Omdui’- 
man the Dervishes were totally defeated, and Klrai’toum 
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Avas captured, and brought again under Egyptian i-ulc. 
The successful general vA-as rewarded with a grtuit of 
money and the title of Lord Kitchener? ijis successor at 
the head of the Egyptian army. Sir Francis Wingate, in 
1899 succeeded in tracking the Khalifa, the chief of the 
rebellious Dervishes. Aftei- a short fight, in which the. 
Dervishes showed all their old bravery and seoiTiof dcfith, 
the Khalifa was killed, and the rich province of the 
Soudan VA^as freed from his cruel tyranny. The go\'ern- 
ment of the proAunce was at once reorganized under 
British officials, and the Soudan gave ev’cry sign of 
recoveiing and surpassing its former prosperity. 


13. SOME MAEKS OF PEOGEESS. 

The reign of Queen Victoria, the longest as aa'-oII as by 
far the most illustrious in English histoiy, Avas markiid 
by vast progress in all directions. The dominions, the 
population, and the wealth of the empire beyond ihe 
seas increased enormously, AAdiile imjn-ovenient AViis con- 
tinually effected in the eondititms of life at home. Tt is 
impossible to tell in small space all that Avas ilone during 
the reign, but a feAV of the more romai-kable fa, els may 
here be mentioned. 

Nothing in the reign Avas more rcmarka,ble than Lh(» 
growth of a feeling of sympathy Avith those whose loi is 
hard and unlovely. The Avorkers in our faetnrievs ;ui<l 
coal-mines Avere no longer hsft at the mercy of their 
employers, to be treated almost as slaA'es. 'Pht-ir em- 
ployment was carefully regulfited hy the govtaiiment. 
Better houses Avere built for the poor; good schools Avere 
provided in which their childi;eu Avere e<lneaied five; 
public baths were established for the eneouTagemont of 
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persons] cleanliness; libraries, art galleries, and museums 
were opened in very many towns, so that even the poor- 
est might become’ ac<juainted with what is great and 
beautiful in bo(jks, pictures, and the world of nature. 

With the spread of education, crime diminished; and 
the roughest classes grew less brutal and coarse. Laws 
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were passed to protect chihlren and animals from cruelty; 
,‘utd hospitals and asylums were established, where the 
sif'k and tins insane wore nursed ai?d tended. 

Towns vfere better built, more thorough^ cleansed, 
and behtor lighbid than they had previously been. Gas 
took the place of oil lamps, and towards the end of the 
jH'ign the electric light began to take the place of gas. 
Oj)en spaces and tastefully laid-out parks were main- 
tained in all large cities, and even hi the dingiest towns 
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tliove wero some spots where the grass was green and 
trees and Mowers flourished. 

Knowledge of' what was going on in all parts of the 
woi'ld wtis l)3’oiiglit to the people by larg’e and cheap news- 
papei's, which at the beg'iuniiig of the queen’s reign could 
not have been bought at four times the price. The elec- 
tric teh'grajjh convoyed messages in a few moments, not 
only betwc'cn places in tlie British Isles, but across oceans 
and continents. The first telogi'aph was used in the year 
of the (jueen’s accession, and the first permanent sub- 
marine. calfle to America was successfully laid in 1860. 

In 1840 Sir Rowland Hill’s scheme of a penny postage 
was adopted throughout Great Britain; before that time, 
th(‘ charge for eari’^o'ng a letter increased as the distance 
increased, and sometimes a single letter cost as much as 
sixteen pence. 

T’he increased use of machinery gave employment to 
many more jieople than could ever have found work 
unrler the old system of hand labour. It made goods 
more phmtifid, an<l enabled manufacturers to supply 
them with greater rapidity. Railways, taking the place 
of the old coaches, and steanxships, instead of the old 
•sailing \'essel.s, altogether changed the conditions of com- 
merce and ti-avol. At the beginning of Queen Victoria’s 
reign the fastest steamship took from ten to fifteen 
days for tin' voyage to America; now the ocean grey- 
hounds cross the Atlantic in fiv^ days. 

'’Idle reign witnessed great engineering feats, of which 
the lijortli Bridge and the Manchester Ship Canal may 
serve as e.Xiunplos. It saw in 1851 the first of the 
great exhihitions which have enabled all nations of the 
eai'th to know moi'o of one another, their produce, and 
their manfifaetures. It bears on its records the names 



246 


THE REIGTN of victoria. 


of statesmen as great as any of their predecessors; of 
great writers and poets such as Wordsworth, Tennyson, 
Browning, Carlyle, Thackeray, and l)ickens; of great 
scienj:ists like Faraday, Darwin, Thomas Huxley, and 
Herbert Spencer; and of earnest workers for the good 
of humanity like Lord Shaftesbuiy, George Peabody, 
Cardinal Manning, Samuel Plimsoll, and the Baroness 
Burdett-Coutts. 


The foregoing pages have shown, in a slight Avay, how 
the little island-kingdom of James I. has developed into 
the mightiest empire that ever existed. No race could 
have built up this empire unless it possessed the quali- 
ties of honesty, courage, energy, and endurance, and 
it is for eveiy Briton to j)rove, by exhibiting the same 
qualities, that the men of to-day are worthy of their 
heritage. What the futui'e of our vast empire will he, 
it is impossible to foretell; but while we have the tine 
examples of the past to animate us, while the hearts 
of Britons in far coxTiers of the earth beat loyallj^^ in 
time with the hearts of Britons at home, while we 
have great and patriotic statesmen to guide the helm, 
we need not fear that the British Empire will suffer 
shipwreck. 

We saiFd wherever ship could sail, 

We founded many a mighty state; 

Pray God our greatness maj'' not fail 
Tlirougli craven fears of being great. 

Hands all round 1 
God the traitor’s hope cojifouiid ! 

To this great cause of Freedom, drink, my friends, 

And the great name of Englp^nd, round and round 


i Lord Tennyson. 



SUMMARY, 


(N.B. — The ^iarngrttplts m s/uall type contain particulars not 
dealt ivith In the Head lug Zessons.) 


THE HEICN OF JAMES THE FIRST ( 1603 - 1625 > 

la The New Kioga — James I., Jeseencled both on the father 
and oil the inotheFs side from Margaret T udor, the eldest daughter 
of Henry Vll., succeeded Elizabeth in 1G03. He was in his thirty- 
seventh year, ungainly in appearance, weak in character, and wanting 
in conuiion-aeiise and }>ractieal ability; so, though possessed of con- 
sideralde learning, a keen wit, and some humour and shrewdness, 
he failed to secure Uic res])cct of his English subjects. 

Almi>st lit the very outset of his reign the Main Plot, for which Kaleigh was 
condeiuued, and the Bye Plot were formed against hib government. 

His exaggei’ated opinion of his own abilities, and his belief in 
the Divine Right of Kings, led to tlie beginning of that struggle 
between King and Parliament which lasted till 1C88. 

2, Religious PairfcleSa — AtNewinarket,onthe way to London, 
the Puritans presented to James the Millenary Petition, praying 
for reforms in the (Jhurch government and service. At the Hampton 
Court Conference, called in answer to this petition, James showed 
how strongly he was opposed to Fiiritauism; and the only valuable 
result of the conference was the publication, in 1611, of a revised 
traiiBlation of the Bible, the present authorized version. 

Tim contiaued enforcement of the penal laws against Roman 
Catholics caused Robert Catesby and others to form tlie conspiracy 
known as ilie Gunpowder Plot This was discovered in 1605, and 
a number of the conspirators executed. 

3. Annoyed at Jalnes^s treatment of the Puri- 
tans, and at his interference in elections, Parliament rejected the 
king's scheme for a union with Scotland. The increase, by royal 
authority, of the customs rates was another cause of bitterness, 
Thougli the J^idges declared them legal, Parliament protested against 
these impositions, and having rejected the Great Contract, whereby 
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James offered for an annual income of ^'2003000 to surrender certain 
feudal rights, it was dissolved. 

On the death of itobert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, in 1C12, the 
management of afiahs fell, for a time, into the« hands of Robert 
Carr, Earl of Somerset. 

When that worthless favourite was found guilty by a jury of the murder of Sir 
Thomas Overbury he was pardoned by the king, though banished from Court. 

Carr was succeeded in the kiiig^s favour by George Vi I hers, who 
was made Duke of Buckingham. 

The death of Prince Henry, the king^s eldest son, in 1612 was 
a national misfortune. The king, though he married his eldest 
daughter, Elizabeth, to a Protestant prince, Frederick, Elector 
Palatine, clung to his plan for an alliance between the royal families 
of Spain and England. But when the great Thirty Years’ War 
broke out in 1619, popular clamour compelled James to send help 
to his son-in-law Frederick. 

James, who was in great need of money, called together a Parliament in 1614. 
This Parliament, having refused supplies till it had discussed grievances, was dissolved 
without passing an act, and is therefore known as the Addled Parliament His 
wish to please Spam had in many ways injured the king -^vith his subjects His haish 
treatment of his cousin, Lady Arabella Stuart, and his sacnhce of Sir W. Raleigh to 
appease Spain increased stiU further his unpopularity. 

4. The End of the Rei^n.— The Parliament of 1621 pro- 
ceeded against some of the leading monopolists, and in the case of 
Lord Bacon revived a right not exercised by Parliament for over 
150 years, the right of impeaching the royal advisers. The House 
entered also a protest in their journals against the king’s assum]>tion 
that they had no right to discuss foreign affairs. This the king 
himself tore out of the journals, and some of the leading members 
were imprisoned after the dissolution. 

The visit of Prince Charles and the Duke of Buckingham to Madrid 
led to the Spanish match being broken off, and to an alliance with 
Holland against Spain. 

Bm Ttie Ulster Settlement- — The First Colonies-— 
During this reign, by the efforts of Mountjoy and Chichester, 
Ireland was subdued, and a colony of Englishmen and f^cotsmen 
planted in Ulster. In 1607 the first permanent settlement was 
made in Virginia, while Maryland (so called in honour of Henrietta 
Maria) was colonized eaily in the reign of Charles I* 

In 1620 the more famous settlemenrt known as New England was 
made by the Pilgrim "^Fathers. These were a bo&y of Puritans, 
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who, having lied from England to Holland to escape persecution, 
now sought in America the religious freedom denied them at home, 
and the mainteiiance their English nationality which tliey feared 
would be lost if they continued to dwell among foreigners. 

THE EEIGN OF CHARLES THE FIRST (1625-1649). 

1« The Rule o*F Bwckirsgha.nii» — (1) Imperfectly educated, 
owing to ili-health in childhood, and believing earnestly in the divine 
right of kings, Charles seems to have regarded his ministers as tools 
to be used and then sacrificed if needful, and his subjects as beings 
with whom it was not necessary to keep faith. His first Parliament 
met in 1625, and was dissolved because it would not grant the 
supplies demanded, granted tonnage and poundage for only one 
year, and urged tlie enforcement of the laws against Roman Catholics. 

The failure of the Expedition to Cadiz and the general mis- 
management of affairs led the second Parliament to impeach 
Buckingham; and, to save his favourite, the king dissolved it. 

2, The Rule of Buckingham., — (2) Eliot and other 
o[)punents of Buckingham in the Commons and in the Loi’cls had 
been imprisoned, ainl were set free only on the remonstrance of the 
Houses. The attempts to replenish his exchequer, first by means of 
a so-called free gift and afterwur<Is by a forced loan or benevolence, 
wdiicli the judges declared illegal, having failed, Charles summoned 
his third Parliament in 1628 . 

Til is Parliament drew uj), and forced the king to pass, the famous 
Petition of Right; but when it proceeded further to draw up a 
Remonstrance^^ it was prorogued. 

Buckingham, whose first ex]iedition to La Rochelle had been a 
complete failure, was miirdored by Felton at Portsmoiith, and 
Charles continued to raise money contrary to the Petition of Right. 

The Tyra-nny*— (I) Laud, bishop of London, became the 
king’s chief ariviser, while of the popular leaders Saviile and Went- 
worth—afterwai'ds Earl of Htrafibrd— • went over to the king’s side. 
When the Commons met they remonstrated against the action of 
Laud a-^d the High Commission Court, and ordered the Farmers of 
the Gusioms wlio had levied tonnage and ]joundage not granted by 
Parliament to appear before them. The king refused to permit his 
officers to be prosecuted, and, led by Eliot, the Commons drew up 
their famous j^rotest. 

For this, Eliot and otlier eight membm#were sent to the Tower, 
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where Eliot was kept till his death in 1632; the king refusing even 
to allow his relatives to remove his body for burial. 

4. The Tyra.finy- — (2) In 1630 Laud vv^as made Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and forced on the whole nation the ritual in which he 
believed. As head of the High Commission Court he treated his 
opponents with great severity, wdiile his re-issue of the Book of 
Sports gave great offence to the Puritan party, 

Wentworth, after being President of the Council of the North, 
was made Lord Deputy in Ireland in 1633. He there establislied 
order, raised a standing army, introduced the linen manufacture, 
and made the king supreme. When the Scots rose in rebellion 
Charles sent for him and made him Eaid of Strafford, 1640. In 
England the king revived the old tax called Ship-money. He 
levied the tax on the inland counties, and Hampden refused to pay 
it. The trial of the case, though the decision was in favour of the 
king, convinced the people that the tax was illegal. 

5. The Tyranny. — (3) Having visited Scotland in 1633, 
Charles, by the advice of Laud, drew up a foim of Liturgy, and 
attempted to force it on the Scots. The attempt led to the National 
Covenant, 1638, and to the famous Assembly at Glasgow which 
abolished Episcopacy. After the peace of Berwick, Charles called 
the Short Parliament, 1640; but dissolved it because it proceeded 
to discuss grievances before granting supplies. He then advanced 
against the Scots, who defeated his forces at Newburn, seized New- 
castle, and compelled him to conclude the Treaty of Ripon. 

The Long Parliament met on Nov. 3rd, 1640. It abolished the 
Courts o£ Star Chamber and High Commission; released their 
victims ; and imprisoned and impeached Strafford and Laud. When 
it appeared that the impeachment would fail, the Commons brought 
in a Bill of Attainder against Strafibr-d. Notwithstanding his 
promises the king gave his assent to this measure, which became 
law, and Strafford was executed May 12, 1641. 
c 

6. The Great Rebellion. — (1) In abandoning Strafford 
Charles ruined his own cause. 

Threatened with a fate like Strafford’s, many of liis supporters fledA^Pai’liamenfc 
seized entire power; compelled him to consent to an act declaring that it could not 
be dissolved without its own consent; made a grant of .£300,000 lo the Scots, and 
destroyed the whole fabric of tyranny. 

The Irish Massacre of Protestants, in 1641, le^d Parliament to 
draw up the Grand P?emonstrance, and present it to Charles on 
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his return from Scotland. In revenge lie ]>roceeded against Lord 
Kimbolton and Five members of the Commons for high treason. 

He iiliuself went to the House to seize them, but found that, 
havuig been warned, tlie}^ had taken I'efuge in the citj". Thither 
the Conimons also withdrew for a time. On the 10th of January 
the king left Loudon, an<i the members were brought babk in 
triumph to Westminster. 

Parliament, unable to trust the kin^, now demaudeil the rij^lit of appomting Jord- 
Sieutenants ol the eoiinticb and officers of the militia The king having refused Iiis 
consent, they acted without it, and war broke out. 

7m The Great Rebel! ion« — (2) In the struggle all sorts and 
conditions of men were to he found on both sides. As a rule there 
were iiiorc of the middle ami trading classes on the side of Parlia- 
ment, and t)f the country s([uires and their dependents on the side 
of the king. The south and east were for tlie Parliament, the west 
and north for t!lmries. itefused admission into Hull by Hotham, 
the king raised ids staaidard at Nottingham, fought a drawn battle 
with tlie ])arliamentary army at Edgehill; and having advanced to 
Turn ham Green on the way to London, retired to Oxford. 

In the cMi-ly }>art of IbUl matters went liailly with the parliamentary forces. Sir 
Ralph Hopton )>eat Sir W. Waller in several engagements in the ivest, and captured 
Bristol. In the north the Earl of Newcastle, fur the king, beat Lord Fairfax at 
Bramham Moor; iind Hampden was killed at Chalgrove m a Bkirmish with 
Itupert'w cavalry. Later in the year Rssex ami the Londoners raised the Siege of 
Gloucester, ami fought a drawn battle with the king at Newbury. iJ^^ewcastle was 
ropulseii iit Hull, and Cromwell ami Manchester defeated the JEtoyaiist at Winceby 
in Lincolnshire. 

Both pjartics now sought outside help : Charles from the Irish 
Catholics ; Parliament fi*om the Scots, with whom they entered into 
the agreement known as the Solemn League and Covenant. 

S« Oliver Cromwell* — (1) Oliver Cromwell, horn at Hun- 
tingdon, 1599, and eilucaied at Huntingdon Grammar School and 
Cambridge University, married Elizabeth Bourchier, daughter of 
a London meu;hant, and represented Huntingdon in the Parliament 
of Ho sat for Camliridge in both the Short and Long 

Parliaments, Appointed C’aplaiii of Horse in 1042, and Colonel in 
1043, hei|Haw what was wante<l for success; and by enlisting only 
religious men, chieily independents, he formed a notable regiment. 
To it the mime Ironsides, first be.siowed on its commander by 
Prince It n pert, after Marston Moor, Wiis transferred. 

Fairfax, bjiviiiR.^uttt{rIy routed tUiT Irish at fSTautwich, when joined by the Scots 
and by Cromwell, and Manchester, was able to lay sftge to York and Newcastle. 
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Enpert, having relieved York, engaged the parliamentary forces 
at iVlarston Moor, and was utterly defeated, chiedy owing to 
Cromwell and his troopers. 

The army of Essex, however, surrendered to the king at Lostwithiel, and Man- 
chester failed to follow uj} the advantage gamed at the second battle of Newbury 

9. Oliver Cromwell- — (2) Cromwell, as leader of the Inde- 
pendents, induced Parliament to remodel the army. Though the 
Scots had been forced, by the news of the victories of Montrose, to 
withdraw towards the north, the New Model under Cromwell 
and Fairfax, crushed the king’s forces at Naseby, 1645, and sjieedily 
reduced the rest of the country. The king, who had taken refuge 
with the Scots at Newark, was in 1647 surrendered to tlie Com- 
missioners of Parliament. Parliament quarrelled with the army, 
and the latter sent Cornet Joyce to seize the king at Holm by 
House. Both parties tried to come to terms with liim, but he 
deceived both, and hed to the Isle of Wight The Second Civil 
War broke out in 1648, but was quickly brought to a close. 

Fairfax beat the royalists in the eastern counties and captured Colchester; wlule 
Ci’omwell, having reduced the Welsh, and captured Pembroke Castle, crushed a 
force of Scots under the Marquis of Hamilton, and of English under Sir Marma- 
duke Langdale, in August, near Preston. 

The army, enraged at the king’s duplicity, having excluded the 
Presbyterian members from Parliament, got the I'est, called in 
derision the Rump, to appoint a High Court of Justice. By this 
court the king was found guilty of High T reason, and was beheaded 
at Whitehall on January 30th, 1649. 

THE COMMONWEALTH (1649-1060). 

1- Cromwell becomes Protector- — A Commonwealth 
was declared, the office of king abolished, and the management of 
affaii's entrusted to a Council of forty-one. Cromwell having put 
down a mutiny of the Levellers in the army, took ^he command in 
Ireland, which he reduced to complete obedience hi less than nine 
months by the exercise of great severity. Sent to Scotland, where 
Charles IT. had been proclaimed king, he indicted a crus|iiiig defeat 
on the Scots at Dunbar, on September 3rd, 1660, and a year later 
he gained his crowning mercy of Worcester, 

The niisgovernment of the Rump forced Cromwell to expel it in 
1653, and to summon a “Council of JSTotables”— Barebones Parlia- 
ment. After a few trial these resignecT, and Cromwell, 
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under tlie instrument of Government^ became, at the request of 
the officers of the army. Lord Protector of the Commonwealth. 

Cromwell’s Difficulties- — In his first Farliament, wdiicli 
met September 3rdj 1054, there were representatives of England^ 
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales; but, as it began to discuss the 
authority under which Cromwell held power, he was forced to 
dissolve it as soon as he could. Penruddock’s rising in the west 
of England, easi!}^ sup])ressed though it was, led CVomwell to 
divide the country into districts, each governed by a Major-General, 
Though he treated Catholics axid Episcopalians harshly, Cromwell 
enforced a previously unknown degree of religious toleration, and 
promoted, by wise regulations, the commerce of the country. His 
second Parliament oilered him, in 1657, the title of King, a title 
he declined; but lie was unable to form a satisfactory Second 
Chamber, so he dissoIve<l Parliament. Worn out by anxiety for 
the \veifare of tlie Commonwealth, and overwlielmed with sorrow 
for the loss of a favourite daughter, Cromwell died in 1658. 

3- Foreig’n Affa.irs« — Never did England take a higher place 
in the estimation of Europe than she did under Cromw'ell. The 
Dutch were forced by tlie victories of Blake and Monk to beg for 
peace; Blake punished the pirates of Algiers and Tunis; the 
iniluence of Spain was dej tressed in Europe by the capture of 
Dunkirk, and in the colonies by the conquest of Jamaica, wdiile 
the victories of Blake over the Spaniards at Santa Cruz and else- 
where greatly increased tlie fame of English seamanship. By a 
well-timed interference on behalf of the petple of Piedmont, Crom- 
well showed himself to be the protector of the Protestants of Europe. 

4- End o-f the Common wealth. — Richard Cromwell 
succeeded his father. Trusting to the army, he dissolved the Parlia- 
ment, witli wdu'eh the committee of officers had quarrelled. Acting 
on tlie advice of General Lambert he recalled the Rump, and finding 
himself witlioui any real authority, resigned. The Pump and the 
officers (|ua,rrelled, and Lambert, imitating Cromwell, expelled the 
Hump, ami formed a Committee of Safety. General Monk, in 
January, 106)0, mai’ched from Scotland at the head of his army and 
restored the Long Parliament, which, having made arrangements 
for the meeting of a Convention, dissolved itself. By the Conven- 
tion, Charles IT., who had iss'xied the Declaration of Breda, was 
re(ialled, and entered London on May 29th. 
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THE EEIGN OF CHARLES THE SECOND (1660^1685). 

The i¥linistry of* Ciarendori*-- Charles !!., gay, iin- 
scrupnloiis, pleasure-loving, and sagacious, led the reaction against 
the severity of Puritan life and manners. Guided by Clarendon, 
the Cavalier or Pension Parliament, which met in 1661, passed a 
number of persecuting acts against dissenters. 

These, spoken of as the Clarendon Code, consisted of (a) the 
Corporation Act (1661) excluding' non -conformists from town 
eouiicils; (d) the Act of Uniformity (1662), turning those who 
approved of the Solemn League and Covenant out of their 
churclies; (e) the Five IVIiie Act (1664) forbidding the ejected 
ministers from living in their own parishes, or within five miles of 
a corporate town ; (d) the Conventicle Act, punishing those taking 
part in religious meetings not sanctioned by the Episcopal Church. 

Scotland and Ireland, in matters of trade, were again treated as foreign countries. 
In the former the attempt to force Episcopacy on the nation led to much snifering 
and persecution, and to a rising of the Covenanters who were defeated at Bullion 
Green. In the latter there was great discontent, both among the natives and among 
the soldier colonists estahlished thei'e hy Cromwell, both parties complaining of the 
”way they were treated by tbe government. 

In 1665 the Great Plague carried off nearly 100,000 of the 
inhabitants of London, and in 1666 a large portion of the city was 
desti'oyed by the Great Fire. Colonial disputes led to a war with 
the Dutch in 1605. They were joined by the French in 1666. 
Although the English gained victories off Harwich, 1665, and off 
the Thames, 1666, the Dutch in 1667, daring negotiations for peace, 
sailed up the Thames and burnt the shipping at Chatham. Claren- 
don, blamed for these disasters, was banished. 

2- Charles the Pensioner of* France.— The Cabal 
ministry entered into the Triple Alliance with Plolland and 
Sweden, and Louis XIV. was forced to make peace at Aix»ia- 
Chapelle, 1668. By the^^secret Treaty of Dover, ^670, Charles 
became a pensioner of the" French king, whom he joined in a war 
against the Dutch, 1672-74. In 1673 Parliament forced him to 
withdraw the Declaration of Indulgence issued in 1672, ai^d passed 
the Test Act excluding Roman Catholics from government office. 
Peace was concluded with the Dutch, 1()74, and William of Orange 
maiTied the Princess Mary, daughter of his uncle, James, Buko cJ 
York. Several Catholics lost tlieir -lives for a ffciitiotis Popish 
Plot which the informe?^ Titus Oates pretended to have discovered. 
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3a Tfri© End O'f tlie — Tlie new Parliament which 

met in 1079 having impeached Danby, the minister of Charles, 
introduced the Exclusion Bill, and passed the famous Habeas 
Corpus Act, was ^ dissolved, Shaftesbury again introduced the 
Exclusion Bill in the Parliament which met in October, 1(579, and 
it passed the Commons, but was rejected by the Peei'S in 1B80. 
Taking advaiikige of the mistakes his opponents made in the 
Parliament which met at Oxford, 1681, Charles was able to 
dissolve the Parliament, and govern during the rest of liis reign as 
an absolute monarch. For their supposed connection with the Rye 
House Plot, Lord WilHam Russell and Algernon Sidney were 
executed, while the Earl of Essex committed suicide in the Tower. 
Charles II. died m JG8o, 

By getting the 3U(lges to declare the charters of the City of London and other 
Whig burghs iorfeited, and only restoring them on conditions that would exclude 
the Wings from rariiainont, Cliailes thought to secure a permanent court or Tory 
majoi-ity in the ilouse of Comm<»ns In the persecution of the Covenanters of 
Scotland there was a shui t lull after Rullion Green, but it shortly afterwards broke 
out again more severely than ever. Archbishop Sharp was murdered in IG’79, and 
the Covenanteis ol the west, driven to despair, n^se in re])ellion and defeated 
Claverhouse at Drumclog, 3679; but were defeated by Monmouth at Bothweil 
Bridge. Monmouth went back to England, and tlie Duke of York took the manage- 
ment of affairs in Scotland and punished the rebels with extreme severity. 

TE-IE BEICN OF JAMES THE SECOND (1685-1680). 

1» i¥ionmoyitihi''s tRetoellion, &c. — Narrow in intellect, 
obstinate and unimaginative, vicious, and lacking in the tact and 
geniality whiclx distingnisiied his brother, James was utterly unfit 
for the task he set for himself. 

Havingproinised the Council to maintain the government and religion establishetl 
by law, he proceeded to break liis promise by levying duties without waiting for 
parliamentary Bamdion, and by puldicly celebrating the illegal Catholic service. 

Argyll laniled in Scothiiid, 1685, in hoiies of rousing his clanbinen and the people 
of the west; but the exinalition failed, and Argyll and other leaders were executed. 

The Duke of Monmouth, who lauded at Lyme and gained a few 
unimportant yuccesseH, was totally defeatecl^at Sedgemoor, captured, 
imprisoned in the I'ower, tried, and beheadeJ. The punishment of 
those who hail taken part in the ‘‘‘rising” for Monmouth was of the 
cruellest kind. Idio assize held Jeffreys, the Chief- Justice, is 
known as the Bloody Assize ; hundreds were executed, hundreds 
of others were sold as slavu^s to the planters of the West Indies, 
while others suiiered fine and imprisonment. 

By the exereine nf.^the dispensing pbwer which the servile judges declared legal, 
Jiames appointed Ilomun Catholics to the council and to^he army and navy In 1686 
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lie revived the old High Commission Court in the form of a Court of Ecclest- 
astica! Commission, with Jeffreys as chairman; he greatly increased the army, 
retaining the extra forces raised at the tune of Muiiinoutii’s rebellion; dismissed 
Protestants from their offices at Court, and gave their glares to Boinan Catliulics. 

In 1687 lie issued the Declaration of Indulgence, suspending the 
laws against dissenters and Catholics; he also expelled the fellows of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, for choosing John Hough, one of their 
own number, for president, and refusing to elect a Catholic nomi- 
nated by the king. 

Massey, a Catholic, was made Dean of Chnst Church. 

The Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge was deprived of his office for 
refusing to admit Father Francis, a Catholic, as Master of Arts. 

2. The Revolutioa- — In July, 1C87, Parliament, which had 
not sat for some time, was dissolved. The second Declaration of 
Indulgence was issued in 1688, and the clergymen of the Cluireli of 
England were ordered to read it from their pulpits. On Sancroft, 
the Primate, and six other bishops presenting a petition to tlie king 
against this order, they were imprisoned and brought to trial for 
uttering a seditious libel- The bishops were acquitted ; and 
William of Orange was invited by some of the leading men of hoth 
parties to come and save the country, and protect his wife^w rights. 
The birth of James's son led to tliis strong measure. William 
accepted the invitation. James, warned by the King of Prance, 
began, when it was too late, to reverse his measures. William 
landed at Torjbay, 6th November, 1688, and marched to London, 
being joined on the w^ay by many of the leading nobles. Janies, 
having sent his queen and her son to Prance, managed, after the 
failure of the first attempt, to follow them, and the Convention, 
which met in 1689, having declared the throne vacant, otfereil the 
crown to William and Mary. 

THE BEIGN OP WILLIAM AND MARY 0689-1702). 

1« importance oT the RevoiMtion.—Scotland^— With 
the revolution the long struggle between the king and the Parlia- 
ment came to a close. By acce]>ting the Declaration (a|terwards 
Bill) of Rights, ‘William and Mary acknowledged the limited 
character of the English monarchy. William was tlie actual ruler, 
and though cold and stiff in maimer, and wanting in the tact which 
made his wife so popular, he proved 'an excellent king. His reign 
was greatly troubled by the plots of Jacobites and non-jurors. 
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Viscount Dundee raised tlie Hi^^lilaiids for James, and defeated 
Mackay at the Pass of Kiiliecrankie. Dundee died in the moment 
of victory^ aiid the \yise measures adopted by the government 
speedily restored peace, though William and his advisers have justly 

been severely bbuned for the Massacre of Glencoe. 

* 1 

irdancl» — Frawcea — In Ireland the Chtholics took the side 
of James, and an adteiiipt was made tf) <li8aiin the Protestants, who, 
in aiai’in, took I'efuge in tfje towns of Londonderry and Enniskillen. 
These places AVere bc‘Sieged, and lield out Avith heroio fortitude. 

The heroeH nf the hiei?u <d j.<>inh>u<ieny ere the hrave Scotsman, Adam Murray, 
and the joint goveriiorb Major Baker ami the Rev. G. Walker. 

The siege aa^hs I'aised, and on the same the Protestants of 
Enniskillen defeated their <>pp(»nents at Newtown Butler. William 
landed in Ireland in lUhO, and defeated his father-in-iavf in the 
battle of ilie Boyne. 

The victories al Whlfam ami lUarlhorouuh in the south of Ireland, 1000, and of 
Ginkei at Athlone, Aug;hrim, and Limerick, Itronght the war to an end, 1C91. 

In the war witli Frain^e, William, though defeated at Steen kerke, 
lh02, and Landen, 1003, managerl so Aveli, especially after i I? e death 
of ISlai'slial Luxembourg, that lie captured Namur, 1G94, and 
forced Louis to agree to the Peace of Ryswick, 3697. 

At st>a, tluring the Awar, the Pnglish and Dutch fleets, after being 
defeated off Beachy Head, 1690, gained a great victory oA^er the 
French oil Cape La Hogue in 1692: but the Mediterranean mer- 
chani“fieet suffered severely in 1693. Queen Mary died of small- 
pox in 3 094, and on the death of the Duke of Gloucester, the son of 
the Princess Anne, the Act of Settlement Avas ])assed, 1701. 

The First Partition Treaty (1698), for the division of the Spanish dominions 
among llie ditierent clainiantH, Avas followed, on account of the death of the principal 
claimant, the Prince of Bavaria, by the Second Partition Treaty in 1700. 

When Charles of Spain died, the French king, breakiiig faith, 
acted on his A?i]I atIhcIi left the Si)aniHh crown and dominions to 
Louisas grandson, Philip of Anjou. This action, and the acknoAV- 
h‘dgmeni of tln^ Pretender on the death of Janies II., made 
William ftirm the Grand Alliance and prepare for Avar with France. 
The king was killed by a fall from his horse in 1702. 

3« Some Grea.t Facts o-f the Reign«—Though the 
eountrj^ wnn almost constantly at Avar during Williaiifs reign, many 
importaid. constitutional changes were introduced. To it Ave oAve 
Party Government, the Toleration Act, tlie Mutiny Act, which 
( M 242 ) ^ 
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indirectly secured the annual assembling of Parliament, and the 
important practice of appropriating the supplies. This reign saw 
also the beginning of the National Debt; establishment of the 
Bank of England by William Paterson, and others; an improved 
issue of silver coins, carried out under the direction of Sir Isaac 
Newton; and the establishment of the ‘^freedom of the press 

Dumig this reign also the Bank of Scotland was funnded The failure of the 
Darien Scheme,— a failure largely due to the action of William and of the Enghsh 
Parliament,— caused so great discontent m Scotland that it seemed at one time as if 
it were certain tiiat the two countiies would go to war with each other. 

THE EEIGN OF ANNE (1702-1714). 

1. The War of* the Spanish Succession- — Queen Anne 
held b}^ the Grand Alliance, and intrusted the conduct of the war 
against France to Marlborough, who was steadily supported at 
home by Lord Godoiphin, the ablest financier of his time. By the 
capture of a number of fortresses in the Netherlands, 1702 and 
1703 , Marlborough secured the frontier of Holland. Then antici- 
pating a French advance on Yienna, he hastened through Germany, 
joined forces with Prince Eugene, and almost destroyed the French 
army at Blenheim, on the Danube, 1704. 

After defeating the French at Ramillies, 1700, Oudenarde, 1708, 
and Malplaquet, 1709, and captmung Lille and other great border 
fortresses, Marlborough was recalled. During the war Gibraltar 
had been captured, in 1704, by Sir G. Rooke. Notwithstanding the 
brilliant successes of Peterborough the war in Spain had not been 
successful. Peace was concluded at Utrecht, 1713. 

2. Home AfFa.irs. — Whig and Tory, High Churchman and 
Low Churchman became more clearly recognized as distinct parties 
in the state. The great ev^ent of the reign was the Act of Union 
with Scotland, 1707. The commissioners appointed in 1702 to treat 
Avith the Scots were unable to come to teiuns, the Scots demanding 
a share in the trade with the colonies and plantations. Smarting 
from the suffering and loss caused by the failure of tlie Darien 
Scheme, the Scots Parliament passed the Act of Security, to wliich 
finally the queen gave her assent. Under this act ScotIa>id })iit 
into a state of defence. The queen, with the authority of the 
Efigiish Parliament, appointed commissioners, and the Act of Union, 
after much opposition in the Scots Parliament, became law, 1707. 

A quarrel between the queen and«^the Duchess of Marlborough 
and the mistaken polic^ of the Whigs in prosecuting Dr. SachevereH 
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led to the Tory mihiistiy of Harley and St. John, By the latter’s 
inilnenc,e the persecuting’ Schism Act was passed; but the quarrels 
between the leadei’s, and tlje prompt action of Lord Shrewsbury, 
the Lord Treasurer, defeated their plans for restoring the exiled 
family on tiie death of the queen. Tins took place in 1714. 

PLOGLESS BlTiaNG THE STUABT PEEIOD. 

This period is rein;n-kable for the growth of the ]>owers of Par- 
liament, wiiich not only succeedeil in obtaining the control of taxation, 
of the army, and of the judges, but in establishing the principle 
that the ministers of the crown are responsible to it. 

Luring the same period the English colonial system was founded 
and considerahly extended in India, Africa, the West Indies, and 
North America. With the establishment of English colonies and 
factories thei*e was an enornioiis increase in English trade and 
manufactures. This was more espechdly tlie case from the time of 
the CouiuioiiwealLb, and was accompanied by a rapid growth of 
cities anil towns. The largest towns were London and Bristol; 
though thei'e was little in the dirty, badly-lighted and badly- watched 
streets of the tiiin* resembling the city of to-day, nor was the life of 
the mer<dianfcs, even the richest, wlm usually lived over their shops 
and warehouses, like the life of our present city magnates. 

TIIE BELGN OF GEOBGE TJJE FTILST (1714 1727). 

1. The Ja.col>ltes«“~Soyith Sea Bubble.—A foreigner, 
and ahle only with great dillhadty to make himself understood by 
his English subjects, caring more for his Electorate of Hanover 
than for the empire of "which he had become tlie head, George I. 
ceased to preside at the meetings of the Council, and government, 
as at present, by responsible ministers began. 

(biorge snp^orietl the Whigs, who were led b}^ Townshend and 
his ]>roiher-in-law, Robert Walpole. Marlborough was restored to 
his place as < Jap tain -GtmeraL Of the late queen's advisers Boling- 
broke and Ormond, wlien impeached, tied to the Pretender, while 
Oxford, lifter two years’ imprisonment in the Tower, was liberated, 
his eiiemies having faile<l to prove their charges against him. 

The Riot Act was passed in 1715. In tlie same year a Jacobite 
rising took place in Scotland under the Earl of Mar, ami in England 
under Mr. Foster, memlier for North umbe|j|and. 

Checked at Sheriffmuir, Mar withdrew to Perth, whei'e he was 
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joined by the Pretender. On the very day on 'which Sheriffmiiir 
was fought, the rebels in the north of England^ numbering, with the 
Highlanders sent from Mar’s army^ about 40p0 men, suiTenliered at 
Preston to an army of about 2000 under General Wills. The 
Pretender and Mar withdrew early in 1716 to France, and in the 
same year the Septennial Act was passed. 

In 1717 Townshend and Walpole left the Cabinet. 

The Triple Alliance was followed by the Quadruple Alliance against Spam, whidij 
after the destruction of its fleet ofl: Cape Passaro by Byiig and the failure of the 
expedition to Scotland m support of the Pretender, was compelled to agree to terms 

The collapse of the South Sea Company Scheme brought Walpole 
again to the front. He had from the beginning persistently o]jposed 
the scheme, and he now came forward with a plan for lessening the 
sulferiiigs it had caused. 

2m Sir Rm Walpole. — (1) Born at Houghton, in Norfolk, in 
i676, and educated at Eton and Cambridge, Waljpole entered Par- 
liament as member for King’s Lynn in 1702. As Secretary of War 
in 1707 and Treasurer of the Navy, 1709, he gave great offence to 
the Tories, and was expelled the House, In 1715 he became 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and First Lor<l of the Treasury. 
Besigning in 1717, he was restored to power in 1721 on the resig- 
nation of Sunderland. His moderation, his good sense, his finan- 
cial ability, his sound commercial views, and his love of peace greatly 
benefited the country, and show him to have been one of the greatest 
as he was the first of modern Prime Ministers. Always I'cady to 
conciliate, when Swift’s D rapier’s Letters roused so much feeling 
against the new bronze coinage in Ireland, he at once withdrew it. 

By the influence of Walpole a formal reconciliation was brought about between the 
king and the Prince of Wales in 1720. The country narrowly escaped being dragged 
into a war with Charles XII. of Sweden, 1717; while the Treaty of Vienna, 1725, 
between Spain and Germany led to the counter-treaty of Hanover between Great 
Britain, France, and Prussia The king died of apoplexy at Osnabriiek in June, 1727, 
only a few months after the death of his wife, Sophia Dorothea of Celle, m 1720, who 
spent the last thirty years of her life in eonflnement. 

THE EEIGN OF GEORGE THE SECOND (1727-17G0). 

I* Sir Rm Waiipole. — (2) George IL wished to make hisr^avourite, 
Sir Spencer Compton, Prime Minister; but he was induced by his 
queen, Caroline of Anspach, to continue Sir R. Walpole in power, 
and that great minister in return arranged the Civil List on a more 
than usually liberal scale. The qiteen, who managed the king, 
heartily co-operated with Walpole, and it was at this time that 
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party goverirmont began to take definite form and the position of 
Prime Minister to assume that importance which it now holds. 

2. Sir R. Walpole.— (3) Tlioiigli W alp ole withdrew liis 
excise scheme in 1733 his commercial })ulicy i,vas on the whole 
very successful, and the country and her colonies prospered. The 
Porteous Riots in Edinburgh in 1736 provoked the queen, and in 
the mild measures finally atlopted w-e see the spirit of ‘Walpole’s 
policy. By the queen’s death in 1737 he lost his strongest supporter. 

National clamour drove this great peace minister to declare war 
with Spain in 1739. The war was badly managed: Porto Bello 
was captured, but the English were repulsed at Carthagena: Walpjole 
wuis blamed; the election of 1741 left him without a siithcieiit majority 
ill the House, aiul he resignetl in February, 1742. He was made 
Eaxd of Orford, and he died in 1745. 

3« Wa.r airsci Heiaieii loo.— George, who supported Maria 
Theresa, induced that princess to buy otf Frederick the Great of 
Prussia by ceding Silesia to him, and in 1743 he himself joined her 
against France. He beat the French under Marshal Noaiiies at 
Dettingen; but in 1745 his son, the Duke of Cumberland, was 
defeated by Marshal Saxe at Fontenoy. 

Encouraged by tliis defeat of the king’s forces, Charles Edward 
determined to make a bold push for the Britisii throne. Escaping 
the English cruisers he landed at Moidart, in Inverness, with a few 
followers. Joined by some of the Highland chiefs, he marched 
southwards, captured Edinburgh, defeated Sir J. Cope at Preston- 
pans, and after a conijiuLsory delay of six weeks marched into 
England. Joined only by a few of the English Jacobites, when 
he reached Derby he was forced by the opinion of his council to 
retreat. After a skirmish at Clifton, and a brilliant little victoiy 
over General Hawley at Falkirk, the rebels were totally defeated at 
Culioden, 1746. Prince Charles, after many romantic adventures, 
escaped to Frisnce. The Duke of Cumberland, on account of his 
cruelty to the rebels, became known as th^ “Butcher”. The people 
of the Highlands were disarmed and forbidden to wear their national 
dress, and the authority of the chiefs was declared unlawful; but it 
was chiciyy by tlie formation of the famous Highland regiments 
that that part of the country was won over to loyalty. 

4. Britain a,nci Fra.nce.— Wiiiia.m Pitt.---(1) Peace was 
concluded at Aix-la-Chapelie, i748, conquests made during the war 
being restored. ^ Trade jealousies and the a Kempt of the French to 
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con-fine the English in America to a strip of land along the Atlantic 
sea-hoard soon again led to war. General Braddock’s force was 
surprised and defeated near Fort Duquesne^ 1755, and in 1756 the 
Seven Years’ War began. At first matters went badly with England 
and Prussia- Minorca was captured by the French, and Byng, who 
had fkiled to relieve it, was tried and shot. 

Beaten at Hastenbeck, tlie Duke of Oumberland concluded the disgraceful con- 
Tention of Kloster Zeven. 

Then the king was forced to place William Pitt in power. A 
cornet of dragoons, horn in 1708, he had entered Parliament as 
member for Old Sarum. His eloquence contributed to the over- 
throw of Walpole, but the king disliked him because he had attacked 
ministers for sacrificing the interests of this country to those of 
Hanover. Upright, unselfish, patriotic, inspiring all who came in 
contact with him with liis own enthusiasm, his countrymen, like 
Frederick the Great, recognized his genius, and the years of his 
power are among the most remarkable in our history. 

5. Wilila.m Pitt (2). — Ca.r8a.cla.. — Pitt helped Frederick of 
Prussia with money and enabled him to carry on the struggle with 
Austria, France, and Bussia. In America, Loulsburg, which had 
been captured by the colonists in 1745 and afterwards restored, was 
again taken by Generals Amherst and Wolfe ; and although the 
English, under the incompetent Abercrombie, were repulsed at 
Ticonderoga, Fort Duquesne was captured. Later the heroic Wolfe 
defeated Montcafm, the French general, on the Heights of Abraham. 
The result of this victory was the surrender of Quebec, and in 1760 
the whole of Canada was yielded to Britain. 

The French were driven out of Hanover by Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick, who defeated them at Minden. Admiral Pocock de- 
feated their fleet in the East Indies; Admiral Boscawen defeated 
their Toulon fleet ofl Lagos ; and Admiral Hawke their Brest fleet 
in Quiberon Bay« 

Begjinnirig: of |he Irtdiain Empire.— In India the 
English and French had long been rivals. Bupleix, their governor, 
thought to make the French supreme, and his measures had so far 
been very successful. Madras, though afterwards restored, was 
captured. The capture, the seeming crowning success, drove a 
young clerk, Robert Clive, to volunteer as a soldier, and his genius 
not only undid the work of Bupleix, but completely destroyed the 
French power in India. His capturerand heroic defence of Arcot in 
1751 was the turning-pc^nt of the struggle. After a fisit to England, 
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he returned to India, and at Plassey, in 1757, he defeated Surajah. 
Dowiali, the Nabob of Bengal, thus punishing that cruel tyrant for 
his unprovoked attack on Fort William and his cruelty to the 
prisoners whom Im thrust into the Black Hole of Calcutta. 

The Metliodist nioveiuent, a religious revival heguii about 1730, under the two 
Wesleys and Whitefield, spread rapidly throughout the country, and at a late^pertod 
found expression in such charitable oftorts as those of John Howard (1726-90), and 
Robert Raskes (1735-lSll). George II died in 1760. His eldest son, iU'edericks 
whom he hated and despised, had died in 1751. 

THE BEIGN OF GEOEG-E THE THIllD (17G0-1820). 

1*. Wiiiia.m Pitt. — (3) G uidod by his mother and her favourite, 
the Ear! of Bute, George III. declined Pitt's a<iviee to declare war 
with Spam, and the great minister resigned. The Spaniards joined 
the French; but such were the British successes that lioth countries 
were glad to conclude the Peace of Paris, 1763. Tlie clamour 
against his policy compelled Bute to resign, and George Grenville 
became Prime Minister. During his administration Wilkes was 
prosecuted for an article in the North Briton attacking the speech 
from the throne ; the colonies were irritated by the stricter enforce- 
ment of the navigation laws ; and the Stamp Act was passed. 

The king disliked the great Whig families, dismissed them from oifiees at court, and 
treated their chiefs with scant couitesy ; but Grenville having offended the princess- 
dowager and Bute by the Regency Bill, he was coiai)L‘lled to accept a Whig ministry. 

Rockingham became Prime Minister, and, with the approval of 
Pitt, repealed the Stamp Act. 

2. Wiilia-m Pitt- — (4) The Duke of Grafton then became 
Prime Minister; but Pitt, who had been made Earl of Chatham, 
had all real jiower, I7C6. His health, however, failed, and he 
resigned, in 1708. The House of Commons now entered on its 
'struggle with John Wilkes. Returning from exile Wilkes was 
chosen to represent them by the electors of Middlesex. The 
Commons gave the seat to Iiis opponent, Golonel Luttrell. This 
struggle coui?nuetl till 1774, when Wilke.s was allowed to take his 
seat. In 1782 the proceedings against^him were ex})unged from 
the books of the House. The attacks on the Duke of Grafton in 
the fampus Letters of Junius led to that ministers resignation 
in 1770. He was snccee<]ed liy Lord North, during whose adminis- 
trati(»n there was a sharp struggle between the House and the public 
as to the right of the press to report tlfc proceedings of the House. 

3. Wiliistm Pitt-— (5) Boston citizens having boarded 

ships laden with taxed tea, and thrown 7t into the harbour, the 
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government, notwitlastanding the protests of Pitt and others, de- 
prived Massachusetts of its charter, and transferred the custom- 
house from Boston to Salem. A congress was held, and the crDlonists 
determined on resistance. After tiie battles of Lexington aixl 
Bunker’s Hill, !775, the Congress at Philadelphia issued a Declara- 
tion ef 1 ndependence. George Washington was made commander- 
in-chief of their forces ; and, though the British troops were better 
equipped and disciplined, and fought better in the open than the 
colonial, such was the stupidity of their commanders that all these 
advantages were thrown away. The turning-point of the war was 
the surrender of Burgoyne, at Saratoga, 1777. Prance, and after- 
wards Spain and Holland, joined the colonists. Some ministers 
proposed to acknowledge their independence, and Pitt, in 1778, 
spent almost his last breath in protesting against the dismemberment 
of the empire. 

4. Erad of* the War--— The Second Pitt.— (1) The sur- 
render of Cornwallis at Yorktown overturned the ministry. 

Its popularity had already been greatly shaken by the ‘‘ no popery" riots, 1780, and 
the loss of Minorca. On the death of the Marquis of Rockingham, who succeeded 
Lord North, Lord Shelburne held power fora few months, and was .succeeded by 
the Coalition Ministry of North and Fox. These, defeated on their India Bill, gave 
place to the Ministry of Pitt, the younger, the second son of the Earl of Chatham. 

After the surrender at Yorktown matters went better for Britain. 
The victory of Rodney over De Grasse, in the West Indies, and the 
successful defence of Gibraltar by General Elliot, made her enemies 
willing to grant terms that, on the whole, were neither unfavourable 
to her nor dishonourable. The young Prime Minister secured a 
splendid majority for himself in the Parliament which met in 1784, 
and devoted his great powers to schemes for benefiting his country. 

S* The Second Pitt (2), — Wa.r with Fratnce- — A truly 
great peace minister, Pitt’s administration of affairs was marked by 
progress in almost every direction. In 1793, however, he was forced 
into a war with Prance, where the people, maddened by oppression 
and suffering, had risen in rebellion, proclaimed a epublic, and 
dethroned and executed t^heir king and queen. By Britain the 
war was condiicied chiefly at sea. Hood destroyed the French fleet 
at Toulon, 1793, and Howe defeated their northern fleet off Ushant, 
1794. The Butch and Spaniards joined the French, but in 1797 
Admiral Jervis and Commodore Nelson defeated the Spanish 
fleet off Cape St. Vincent, and Admiral Duncan routed the Dutch 
fleet off Camperdown. 

These victories were won at a time when the ti'eatment of our sAxlors was so bad 
that it had driven them to mutiny at Spithead and at the Nore. 
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In 1798 Nelson destroyed, in Aboukir Bay, the fleet which had 
accompaiiitid Napoleon and his army to Egypt. 

. 6« The Secooci^Pitt (3).~Tlie Uniori with ireiaricl- — 
The French Eevoiutioii secured the syinpatiiy of many of the people 
of Ireland. From 1782 the Irish Parliament had been practically 
independent, but not truly representative of the Irish nation, Pitt 
did what he could to remove legitimate grievances; but after the 
treasonable correspondence of Irish leaders with the French Direc- 
tory, the failure of Lazare Hoc he’s proposed invasion of Ireland, and 
the suppression of tlie Irish Rebellion of 1798 at Vinegar Hill, he 
came to the conclusion that the only hope for peace between the two 
countries lay in a closer union. Notwithstanding great opposition, 
both in England and Ireland, the Legislative Union of the two 
countries was carried, eUiid took etfect in 1801. Tlie king refused 
his consent to the repeal of the Catholic Disabilities, and as Pitt 
thought this necessaiy for the peace and good government of Ire- 
land, he resigned. 

7- The Secorsd Pitt (4).~Napoieon Bonaparte- — 
Eepulse<l by Sir Sidney Smith at Acre, Napoleon returned to France, 
leaving in Egypt the army intended for the ruin of our Indian 
Empire. Made First Consul, he crushed the Austrians at Marengo 
and Hohenlinden, 1800. By the victory of Copenhagen, Nelson, 
in 1801, broke up the armed neutrality league of the northeim 
powers, and the temporary Peace of Amrens was concluded in 1802. 
The renewal of the war in 1803 was signalized by the imprisonment 
of English tourists in France. Trusting in the lielp of the fleets of 
Holland and Spain, Napoleon gathered a large army at Boulogne 
fur the invasion Britain. But the vigilance of Nelson rendered 
liis schemes useless. That great admiral, having followed the French 
and Spanish fleets across the Atlantic and back, almost completely 
destroyed them on October 21st, 1805, at tbe battle of Trafalgar, 
iua<le meniurat^le by the hero’s own death. Napoleon had already 
given up his scheme of invasion, and^Iirected his arms against 
Austria. The day before Trafalgar Mack capitulated at Ulm; ainl 
in December the Itnssians and Austrians were defeated at Auster- 
Htz. Ti^t^se ilisasters were Pitt’s death-warrant. Utterly worn out 
he died early in 1806, and w’as burie<l in Westminster Abbey. 

S» The indiaiin Empire- — The victory of Sir Eyre Coote 
at Wandewash, in 1760, and the capture of Pondicherry, in 1701, 
utterly overthrew the power of the Fre-^ch in India. In 1774, 
Warren Hastings, under the new regulations, was appointed fii'st 
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Governor-General. He reformed the Indian Civil Service, created 
courts of justice, established a police, and greatly increased the 
revenue. He met with the bitterest opposition from the members 
of his council; but, notwithstanding this, he*' curbed the power of 
the Mahrattas, 1*778-83, and by the energy with which he hurried 
up reififorcements, enabled Sir Eyre Coote to defeat Hyder Ali, at 
Porto Novo, July 1st, 1781, and so save Madras. 

After several other victories peace was made with Tippoo, the son of Hyder Ali, 
in 17SA 

On his return to England, Hastings was brought to trial for mis- 
government, but was acquitted. This famous trial lasted for seven 
years, 1788 to 1795. 

Fox, defeated on the India Bill, 1783, was succeeded by Pitt, who 
established the “Board of ControP’, in 1784, which continued to 
manage Indian affairs till 1858. 

TippoOj the Sultan of IMysore, the hitter enemy of the English, though lie had been 
defeated by Cornwallis in 1791, and stripped of half his territory, refused to dismiss 
the foreign officers in his service, and rebelled in 1799. 

The expedition under Lord Harris, which was sent against Tippoo 
by Lord Mornington, the Governor-General, was entirely successful, 
and Ser in gapatam was taken by storm by General Baird. Bir 
Arthur Wellesley, who distinguished himself at the siege of Sering- 
apatam, gained further renown by his victories over the Mahrattas 
at Assaye and Argaum, 1803. These victories, and those of General 
Lake, broke the power of the great Mahratta Confederacy. 

Bm The Peninsular War. — Weliinj^on. — Havingdefeated 
the Prussians at Jena, in 1806, Napoleon issued from Berlin bis 
famous decree against British trade. Britain replied to his decrees 
and victories by the Orders in Council and by forcibly seizing 
and bringing to England the Danish Fleet, lest it should fall into 
his hands. In 1807, in alliance with Spain, Napoleon seized Portugal. 
Next year he deposed the king of Spain and made his brother, 
Joseph, king. The fruits of the victoxies of Sir ArtJ^ur Wellesley 
at RoHqa and Vimiero were lost by the Convention of Cintra, 
1808; and Sir John Moore, who succeeded to the command, after 
a skilfully conducted retreat, died gloriously at Corunna, 1809. 

Wellesley returned to the Peninsula, captured Oporto, drove the 
French out of Portugal, and defeated Victor at Talavera, 1809. 
Turning on Massena, whom Napoleon had sent with superior forces 
to drive the British into the sea, Wjpllingto^^ ixifiicted on him a 
sharp check at Busaco, ICIO, and then withdrew behind the fortified 
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lines of Torres Vedras. At Fuentes de Onoro lie defeated 
Massena in 1811^ wliile Beresford defeated the French at Albuera, 
and defeated them at Merida the same year, Tlie storming of 
Ciudad Rodrigo- and Badajos, and the defeat of Marmoiit at 
Salamanca opened the way to Madrid, 1812; but it was not till 
1813, after the great victory of Vittoria, that Wellington was strong 
enough to drive the French out of Spain. Having made himself 
master of the border fortresses of St Sebastian and Pampeluna he 
followed them into France, defeating Souit at Orthez, Tarbes, and 
Toulouse, 1814. Napoleon, had invaded Biissia in 1812, and 
defeated the Russians at Smofensko and Borodino, was forced by 
the burning of Moscow to retreat in mid-winter. Austria, Prussia^ 
and Pv^ussia united against him, and after the defeat of Leipzig he 
was forced back to Paris, and was compelled to abdicate. 

10« Wa.r with Arrieriea.« — Wa.teHoo» — The ill-feeling 
caused by the Orders in CounciP’ led to a war between Great 
Britain and the United States in 1812. At first success, especially 
at sea, was mostly witli the States ; but, after a little, the English 
proved their superiority in such naval battles as those between the 
Shannon and Chesapeake, 1813, and between the Endymion and 
President, 1814. Their attack on Canada repelled, their capital 
burned, and their trade destroyed, the United States gladly con- 
cluded the T reaty of Ghent, ami so ended a war they had undertaken 
•without provocation, and in which they had been the chief sufferers. 

Napoleon, having escaped from Elba, again made himself ruler of 
France. At the head of a large army he advanced against the allies. 
He defeated the Prussians at Ligny; but Ney’s attack on the 
British position at Quatre Bras was repulsed. Wellington, however^ 
fell back to Waterloo to keep iii touch with the Prussians, and there 
Napoleon attacked him on Sunday, 18th 1815. From moi'iiing 

to night the British stoutly held their ground, and on the advance 
of the Prussians to their help, the French army broke up in utter 
confusion. Napoleon surren<lereil, and was banished to the island 
of St. Helena, where, six years later, he uied. 

Out of this great struggle England issued triumphant s easily 
supreme at sea, her colonial empire extended and consolidated, she 
herself lilid suffered less than any of the other countries engaged. 

11« After tine Grea.t Wa.r.— For some years after the con- 
clusion of peace the condition of the working classes in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland was niiseraWe in the extreme. The decrease in 
the army and iiavy added greatly to the UwCmber of competitors for 
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employment, ■while the decrease in the demand for oiir manufactures 
made work more scarce. To add to the miseries of the workers the 
duties on corn and other food-stuffs made food ^carce and deai? Eiots 
broke out in various parts of the country : ricks were burned, 
machinery was destroyed, and the country seemed on the verge of 
a revolution. The Habeas Corpus Act was suspended, and a meeting 
at St. Peter’s Fields, near Manchester, to protest against the corn- 
laws was dispersed by cavalry and several innocent people killed, 
1819. George III. died in 1820. For ten years he had been insane. 

On August 27th, 1816, Sir E. Pellew, afterwards Lord Exmouth, honiharded Algiers 
and forced the Dey to free his Christian slaves The Holy Alliance, entered into by 
the Emiierors of Austria and Russia and the King of Prussia in 1815, was in reality 
directed against the popular liberties of Eurojie. The Princess Charlotte, who died 
m 1817, was sincerely mourned, while the contempt and dislike for her father the 
Regent and for his advisers was increased by the treatment of that amiable princess, 
and by the passing of the infamous Six Acts, 1S19. 

THE BEIGN OF GEOBGE THE FOUBTH (1820-1830). 

1« Sir Robert Peel. — (1) Born near Bury in Lancashire, 
1788, the son of a wealthy cotton- spinner, Peel was educated at 
Harrow and at Christ Church, Oxford, where he took a double 
fi*st in 1808. He entered Parliament as member for Cashel in 
1809, and from 1812 to 1818 he held office as Chief Secretary for 
Ireland. He opposed the claims of the Catholics, and reorganized 
the police force, but resigned in 1818. In 1822 he became Home 
Secretary, and great reforms were introduced iu the criminal laws; 
capital punishment being greatly restricted. He disagreed with 
Canning about Catholic Emancipation, and resigned; but on the 
death of that minister, he joined the cabinet of the Duke of Welling- 
ton, and though Oxford rejected him, as member for Westbury he 
introduced and carried the Catholic Emancipation Act in 1829. 
In the same year the Metropolitan Police force was introduced in 
London, to take the place of the old city watchmen, and they became 
known as “ Bobbies ” or Peelers 

The discontent at the beginnirj^ of the reign manifested itself iu such schemes as 
the Cato Street Conspiracy of Arthur Thistlewood. The suicide of the unpopular 
Castlereagh and the measures adopted by Canning and Huskisson diminished 
discontent and distress. During the reign the chief foreign events were : the civil 
wars in Spain and Portugal; the defeat of the Turkish and Egyptian** fleets at 
Navarino, 1827 ; the successful war of the Russians against the Turks, 1828-29 ; and 
the acknowledgment of Q-reek independence by the Treaty of Adrianopie, 1829. 

In India Lord Hastings suppressed the Pindarees in 1817, and next year broke 
the power of the fVIahrattas. VThile Lord Amherst was Dovernor-Ueneral the 
Burmese were defeated, 1824-26, Assam was^dded to the company’s territories, 
and the strong fortress of Bha^poor in Central India was captured. 

The Test and Corporation Acts "were repealed in 1828. 
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THE REIGN OF WILLIAM THE EOITRTH (1830-1837). 

The oiienlmg uf the LiverR,ooI and Manchester railway, revolutions in France and 
Belgium, and the Irish Repeal agitation o£ O’Cunnell marked the ]>egiiiiiiiig of the 
reign 

1b. Sir Robcjrt Peeia — (2) The rejection of the Reform Bill 
propo.sed Lord John Russell in 1831 lead to riots at Bristol and 
elsewhere. The measure was stoutly opposed by Peel in the 
Commons^ and the opposition i)f the Lortls was only overborne 
wlieiitlie kin^^ Lord Grey, the Prime Atiiiister, power to create 
a, sufficient nuniber of peers to ensure the bill passing. this 

measure the great niichUo class of traders and farmers got a share 
of that political power wdiicli had previously been almost entii’ely 
in the hands of the land-owners. 

2. Sir Rotoert Peei»— (3) Luring the next eight years, save 
for a few inonths as Prime Minister in 1834-35, Peel remained the 
leader of the opposition. It was a period of great legislative 
activity. In 1833 an Act for the Abolition of Slavery was passed,, 
the slave-owners receiving £20,000,000 as coinjiensation. The same 
year saw the lirst Factory Act passed, for the protection of the 
child-slaves in mines and factories at home, and in 1834 the first of 
those grants in aid wa.s made, which were the beginning of our 
present national system of education. The new Poor Law, in 1834, 
introiluced great improvements in the treatment of paupers. 

The Municipal Reform Act uf 1835 sv upt away much of the jobbery and corruption 
wliich up to that tune had characterized the management of municipal affairji. 

I’he chief foreign events during this reign nere: (a) the unsuccessful Polish reliel- 
Inm m 1881 ; 0) the separation of Belgium from ll«)l]an(l, 1830; (c) the defeat of Don 
Carlos in Spain by the aid of the Britisli legion under Sir DeLucy Evans, 1SS5-40 , (d) 
the restoration of JMaria IF ami the exijulsion of Dom Miguel from Portugal, 1S35; 
and (e) the war between the Sultan and Mehemet Pasha, At home, both in 

England ami Ireland, there was much agitation on the subject of tithes and in Scot- 
land uu the subject of Church Extension. 

THR BEIGN OF VICTORIA (1837-1901). 

1« Sir Robert Peel. — (4) On tlie death of William lY. his 
niecii Vij?torui, thou only eighteen years old, became queen. Lord 
Melbourne, her lirsfc Prime Minister, liad great inllueiice with the 
young ([ueen, who married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg in 1840; 
but he "was compelled to give ]>laco to Peel in 1841. 

Although at first lie refused to abolish the duties on corn, tliat 
rihle minister greatly improved the trade Cf the country by a very 
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extensive all-round reduction of duties. In the matter of grain, he 
was satisfied with introducing an improved sliding-scale of duties, 
1842; but the famine in Ireland, caused the failure" of the 
potato crop, 1845, and the distress in Great Britain, occasioned 
by the bad harvest of that year, brought matters to a crisis ; and 
in 1846, though opposed bj^ the majority of his old supporters, the 
Corn Importation Bill was passed, and cheap bread secured for the 
workers. 

Sir Robert Peel- — (5) Defeated on an Irish Coercion Bill 
on the very day this important measure passed the Loi'ds — June 
26th, 1846 — Peel at once resigned. He continued to support the 
free-trade policy of his successors till his death, the result of an 
accident, in 1850. The accident took place on the 29th of June, 
exactly four years after his resignation. He died on the 2iid of 
July and was buried at Drayton, in Staffordshire, while the people 
of Great Britain and Ireland mourned the loss of one of whose 
capacity and honesty they had the most perfect assurance. 

3m Chartism janci Reform. — Dear food, low wages, and 
want of work made people agitate for the extension of the franchise. 

The Chartist riots throughout the country in 1838, and at Birmingham and 
Newport in 1SS9, and the Itebecca riots in Wales in 1843 showed how dissatisfied the 
great bulk of the people were, and it was in vam that Feargus O’Connor and other 
leaders of the movement were prosecuted and imprisoned. 

Their demands were embodied in a document known as the 
Charter. The famous six points have already ceased to be con- 
tentious, the most important of them having been conceded. Tbe 
agitation was kept up till 1848, when the proposed monster meet- 
ing at Kennington Common failed, and Chartism as a political 
force gradually died. On the rejection, in 1866, of Lord John 
Russel Ts moderate measure of reform (the Adullamites, led by 
Robert Lowe, having voted against it) the Tory ministry of Lord 
Derby was forced, by the clamour in the country and by the Hyde 
Park riots, to pass in 1^67 a much larger measfu’e of reform, 
granting household suffrage in the boroughs. Mr. Gladstone's 
Ballot Act of 1871, and the Third Reform Act, 1885, established 
household suffrage in the counties, and, accompanied as l^he latter 
was by redistribution, brought parliamentary representation into its 
present condition. 

4. Ireland and Home Rule. — Daniel O^ConnelTs repeal 
agitation was carried on with great vigour till 1843, when the 
meeting at Glontarf forbidden, and O^Conneil and his chief 
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supporters brought to trial, Tiiey were condemned, but the sentence 
was reversed on appeal to the House of Lords. 

The failure of 0’CV7nneir& agitation was followed by the secession of Smith O'Brjen 
and the “Young irelaml Tarty” from the ilepealers. Smith O’Brien’s futile 
reliellioii in 184S, and the conviction and transportation of its leaders, caused the 
collapse ol the “ Young Ireland ” party. The agitation v as coiitiimed by the Fenian 
movement, Iiegiin by Stephens m March, 1858. Under it there as an attempted 
invasion of Canada m ISOS, and several unsuccessful risings m Ireland in ISGT. 

To pacify Ireland Mr. Gladstone passed his Act to put an end 
to the Establishment of the Church of Ireland in 1869, and his 
Irish Land Act in 187(1. 

Notiuthstanding these measures a Home Rule Association, with Mr Iteuac Butt 
as Clniiruian, was founded m 1870. Mr. Butt died in 1S70 ; but under the skilful 
luanagemeut of Mr. Parnell the movement grew m importance. 

In 18SG Mr. Gladstone adopted the Home Iliile cause. His 
Home liiile Bill, introduced in that year, was defeated in the 
Gunmons. In 1891 Mr. Parnell ceased to lead the party, and he 
died tile same year. The Home Hule Bill of Mr. Gladstone's fourth 
ministry was thrown out by the Lords in 1893, and since then the 
question has fallen somewhat into the background. 

5- The Crimea.!n Wa.r« — An invasion of Turkish territory 
by the Bussians in 1853, and the destruction of the Turkish fleet at 
Sinope, led England aud France to declare war on Biissia. in 1854. 
Tile allied aianies invaded the Crimea, defeated the Bussians at the 
battle of Alma on September 20th, 1854, and laid siege to Sevastopol. 
On October 25th an attack in force by the Bussians on the allied 
]>osiiion at Balaklava was repulsed. The battle was made meiuor- 
abie by the heroic charge of the “Light Brigade”, and by the 
bravery of the “Heavy Brigade” and of the 93rd PTighlanders. An 
attempt to surprise the British position on November 5th led to 
the battle of Inkerman, in which the Bussians were repulsed with 
heavy loss. The suiferings of our soldiers in the trenches before 
Sevastopol eTcited great indignation in the country, and caused a 
change of ministry. Sevasto]>oi was captured in 1855, shortly after 
Kars, a Turkish town in Armenia, had surrendered after a heroic 
defence^ by General Williams. The elibrts of Florence Nightingale 
and her lieroic band of lady nurses to alleviate the sufferings of our 
wounded soldiers (luring this war, have made her name honoured 
throughout the world. 

Indian Empire foeflore the JWutiny. — An English 
force retiring^ from Cabul, which had been occupied during the 
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'war with Dost IVfahomed in 1838, was massacred in the Khyber 
Pass in 1841. Next year General Pollock recaptured Cabul, rescued 
man}" prisoners, and destro3^ed the fortifications of the city. 

Scinde was conquered by Sir Charles Napier m 1843, 

In 1845 the Sikhs, a religious sect in the nortli-west of India, on 
the death of the founder of their kingdom, Ranjit Singh, an ally of 
the British, invaded our territories but were defeated in four great 
battles ami their capital, Lahore, taken. A second Sikh war began 
in 1848, and after the battles of Chillianwallah and Gujerat, ISll), 
their territory, the Punjab, was annexed. 

The Earl of Dalhousie, the Governor-General, 1 848-5 d, did much 
to advance the well-being of the people of India. A successful 
Burmese War, 1850 to 1853, led to the conquest of Lower Burmah; 
and the misgovernment and profligacy of the King of Oudli made 
Lord Dalhousie annex that province in 1 856. 

7« Lord Lawrence- — (1) John Lawrence, the son of Colonel 
Lawrence, was born at Richmond, in Yorkshire, in 1811. He 
was educated at the East India Company’s Civil Service College, 
Haiieybury, and went to India in 1889. After a visit to England 
for his health, he returned to India in 1842. His merits were 
gradually recognized, and in 1848 he was made joint commissioner 
of the Punjab. He made roads, arranged the taxes, drew up a code 
of laws, and secured the respect and confidence of ail classes. 

8- Lord Lawrence-— (2) In May, 1857, the Sepoys, or native 
soldiers, at Meerut, broke into open mutiny, killed some Europeans, 
and fled to Delhi. The measures of Lawrence were effective. He 
was able to keep order in the newly-annexed province, and even 
to help in suppressing the mutiny. Everywhere the Bengal army 
mutinied. At Cawnpore and elsewhere Europeans were inassaci-ed, 
and Sir Henry Lawrence, the chief eommissioner of Oudh, was 
besieged in the residency at Lucknow. ^ 

Never did men struggle more heroically than the English in 
India. An English army, reinforced from the Punjab, captured 
Delhi. Havelock defeated Nana Sahib and captured Cawnpore, 
and, joined by Sir Uames Outram, relieved the garrison Luck- 
now. He and his small force were besieged there, and were relieved 
by Sir Colin Campbell in November. During 1858 Campbell 
and Sir H. Rose stamped out the rebellion, 

8. Lord Lawrence- — (Z) The great serviceir rendered by 
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Lawrence were recognized. He was pensioned and made a baronet. 
The goveninient of the East India Company was abolished in 1858, 
and iif 1803 Lawrein^e became Viceroy. In ISOOj during the dread- 
ful famine in Orissa and Bengal, lie did lus utmost fur the poor 
natives. When he retired lie was made Baron Lawrence _^of the 
Punjab. He was tlie first chairman of the London School Board. 
In 1879 lie died and was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Other governor-generals have followed in his footsteps. Petty 
wars on the frontiers, like tliat of Chitral, 1895; the war with 
Afghanistan, 1879-80, chlelly remarkable for the British defeat at 
IVIaiwand, the rapid march of Lord Roberts from Cabal to Canda- 
har, and his brilliant victory over Ayoob Khan near Caiidahar; and 
the conquest of Upper Burmah, and deposition of King Theebaw 
in 1S85, have greatly extended the British dominions in India. 

The vi.sit of the Prince of Wales in 1876, the generally fair treat- 
ment of the natives, the order <aud progi^ess of the country, and the 
development, to a certain limited extent, of self-government, have 
all tended to increase Indian loyalty to the British Power. 

AuHinji (ttlicT P.ritish i>os?!essk>ns in Asset must be nuted the fertile ishuid of Ceylon, 
the jj.ieat {•orniiierciai of Singapore, the capital of the Straits SettlementSj, 

Hong Kong, ceded by the Chinese m ISll, and Wei-Hai-Wei, coded m 1S98. 

10« Casiada. and Australasia. 

Wlien the war, 177G~S3, between Britain and the revolted colonies concluded, many* 
of the loyal colorubts »eltled in Upper Canada and in New Brunswick. In 1791 
Canada was divided int«» two provinces, Ontario and Quebec, During the war with, 
the XTnited States, 1812-14, ])oth remained loyal. 

Disturbances in both provinces in 1837-38 led to Lord Durham’s 
mission. This resulted in tlie reunion of the provinces, 1840. In 
1807 the Dominion of Canada, a federation of all the British 
colonies in Korth America except Newfoundland — Newfoundland 
was acknnwle<lged British by the Treaty of Utreeht, 1713 — was 
formed. The Canadian Pacihe Pailway across the continent was 
opened in 18^5. 

A Fenian raid on Canada w'us vigorously reiicllctl by the Dominion nnlitui iu ISOS. 
Distmiuiuccs in Rupert’s Land — now Manihdia — were suppressed by Colonel Wolseley 
in lS7u, and an bisurruetion under Louis Rie! "was put down in isSo, and the ring- 
leaders eicecuied. Between the Dominion and the United Slates there lias been a 
good deal of trietion on Fishery and mi other < pi estions. 

To 1788 the Grst Britlsli settlement was made at Port Jackson in 
Ansiralia. Ti was a penal settlemeni., and only very slowly was the 
grovat ishtiid, made known to aih by Ca])tam Cook, occupied. In 1851 
the discovery bf gold caused a rush of emi^i'ants to Australia. 

( M 242") ” 
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In 1901 the five Australian Colonies, New South Wales, West 
Australia, South Australia, Victoria, and Queensland, together with 
Tasmania, were united under one parliament to form the Cooioioii- 
wealth of Australia, the colonies becoming states, of the federal 
commonwealth. New Zealand, which was only made a colony in 
1841, is'^now one of the most fioiirishing and most patriotic of the 
vself-governing dependencies of Britain. 

11« Africa.- — The earliest British settlements in Africa were 
made about the year 1591. Of recent years tlie enterpi ise (>f trading 
companies, and the discoveries of exjdorers, have gi-eatiy extended 
the British dominions in Africa. Cape Colony was taken from the 
Dutch in 1806, and Natal, which tiie discontented Boers had 
occupied, was proclaimed a British colony in 1843, The Boers 
founded the Orange Free State in 1830, and it was declared inde- 
pendent in 1854, They founded also the Transvaal in 1848, which 
was declared independent in 1852. In 1871 Griqualand West, 
with the recently-discovered diamond-mines, was added to (_^a])e 
Colony. The Transvaal, brought to the verge of anarchy and bank- 
ruptcy by misgovernment, was annexed in 1877. This led to the 
Zulu war, the disaster at ! sand u la, 1879, and the defeat of the 
Zulu king at Ulundi, 1880 The Boers then revolted, and in 1881 
defeated the British at Laing’s Nek, Ingogo, and Majuba Hill. 

The discovery of gold in the Transvaal has led to an influx of iinniitrrants, chiefly 
British, and the unjiist treatment of these hy the Boers led to the Boer war in IbiiO 
and to the annexation of the Transvaal and the Free State in 1900. 

The British territories have of late been greatly extended in West 
Africa, whei'e Ashanti was subdued, 1896 ; in South and (.Vntral 
Africa under the Chartered Company, and in East Africa including 
Zanzibar. 

12. E^ypt- — The Khedive Ismail abdicated in 1879, and under 
his successor, Tewfik, there was a rebeilion, under Arabi Pasha, 
1882. Alexandria was bomJ;)arded, Araln was defeated^, and Egypt 
placed under the control of Biitish officials, 1883. 

In the same year the Egyptian army of Colonel Hicks was 
defeated and cut to pieces by the Mahdi in the battle of El QJbeid. 

In 1884 Osman Digna, as general for the Mahdi, defeated a force under Baker 
Pasha, hut was defeated hy General Graham at El-Teb and Tamanieb. 

General (Chinese) Gordon, who hiy.! gone at the government’s 
request to Khartoum, war- besieged there, and the form sent to his 
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relief arrived too Lite, tbougli General Stewart gained a brilliant 
victory at Abu Klea, 1885. 

After this the Suiid.in was a}>andoned, though G-eiioral Earle gained a brilliant 
victory over the j'eljels at Kirbekan, and General Graham again defeated Osman 
Bigna at Hasheea 

in ISOU Mr (afterwards Sir) H ^M. Stanley succeeded in relieving Egiin Pasha, 
the governor of the Eqnah}iial Province, ainl in ISOS, thirteen jec.rs after Gordon’s 
dentil, Lord Kitchener defeateil the Dervishes at Omdurman 

China In the first Chinese war (or opium war), 1839-12, the Chinese were forced 
to pay an indeninity of 21,000,000 dollars, to open five ports for foreign trade, and to 
cede Hong Kong to Biitain,, I'lie dispute regarding the Lorcha Arrow, begun in 
1850, was hiMughfc to an end by the Treaty of Tsentsfri ; but war broke out again in 
1800, and the English and French captuied Pekm, and forced the Chinese to pay a 
large nideinnity, and to evteiid the trading privileges of foreigners. Fanatical out- 
bnr'sts, show’ll m the murder of our missionaries — the last in 1895, — have caused 
difiiculties; Imt on the whole the bulk of the trade between China and Great Britain 
and her colonies has lieen steadily increasing of late years. 


DATES OF CHIEF EVENTS UNDER STUARTS, 1603-1714. 


James I. king, - . . . . 

Hampton Court Conference, - 
Gunpowder Plot, - - - - - 

Settlements in Ulster, , . ^ - 

Authorized Version of Bible, - 
Impeachment of Bacon, - 
Charles I. king, _ , - . . 

Petition of Right, - - - - - 

Wentworth lord-deputy in Ireland, 

Lau<l made Archbishop of Canter! uuy, - 
Sbiii-money resisted by Hampden, - 
Attempt to force a Liturgy on Scotland, - 
The National Covenant, - - - - 

Long Parliament met, - - - - 

Stratford executerl, - - - • 

Court of High Commission abolished, 
Court of Star Chamber abolished, - 
The G^and Romons trance, 

Aifaii' of Five Members, 

Civil War begins, - - - - > 

First Battle of Newlmry, 

Jsifjlemu League and Covenant, 

Battle of Mai'ston ]\bior, 

Second. Battle of Newbury, - - - 

Self-denying Ordinance, - - - - 

Laud executed, 

Battle of Naseby, 

Charles^, given up to Parliament, - 


A B 

1603-1625 

1604 

1605 

1609-1612 

1611 

1621 

1625-1649 

1628 

1633 

1633 

1035 

1637 

1038 

1640 

1641 
1641 
1641 

1641 

1642 

1642 

1643 

1643 

1644 

1644 

1645 
1645 
1645 
1647 
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BATES OF CHIEF EVENTS. 


Pride’s Purge, 

Charles I. executed, 

The Commonwealth, 

Cromwell in Ireland, 

Battle of Dunbar, - 
BattlCj-of Worcester, 

IVavigation Act jjasscd, - 
Blake’s battles with Dutch fleet, 

Crrmiwell expels Long Parliament, 
Cromwell Lord Protector, - - - 

Blake’s exploit at Canaries, and lus death, 
Cromwell’s death, - . _ » 

Charles II. king, ----- 
Earl of Clarendon chief minister, 

Second Dutch War, - - - . 

Plague of London, ----- 
Fire of London, - - _ . 

Dutch fleet in Medway and Thames, 

Cabal Ministry, - - - - 

Triple Alliance against France, 

Secret Treaty of Dover, - - - . 

Third Dutch War, 

Suspending Power claimed by kin g, 

Test Act passed, - - . - - 

Earl of Danby chief minister, 

Piincess Mary marries Prince of Orange, 

The Popish Plot, 

Habeas Corpus Act, 

Rye House Plot, - - - . 

James II. king, ----- 
Monmouth’s rebellion, - . . . 

Second Declaration of Indulgence*, - 
Seven Bishops tried, _ - - - 

Prince of Orange lands at Torbay, - 

( WilHam III., 

I and Mary II., to 1G94, 

Mutiny Act passed, 

Toleration Act, - - - 

Battle of Killiecrankie, - . . . 

Bill of Rights, 

Siege of Londonderry, - 

Battle of Boyne, - - . - - 

Massacre of Grlencoe, 

Battle of La Hogue, 

Battle of Steenkerke, - . . . 

Battle of Landen, - - - , 

NTational Debt began, - - - . 

Bank of England founded, 

Freedom of Press, - - , - 

William III, takes Namur, 


A.D. 

December, 1648 
January, 1649 


~ 

- 

1649-1660 



16 19-1650 



1650 


- 

1651 


- 

1651 


- 

165*2-1653 


- 

16)58 


- 

1653 


- 

1657 


- 

165S 


- 

1660-1685 


- 

166)0-16,67 


. 

1665—1667 

- 

- 

1665 


- 

1666 


- 

166)7 


- 

1667-1673 

- 

- 

1668 


- 

1670 


- 

1672-1674 


- 

1672 

- 

- 

1673 

- 

- 

1673-1G79 


- 

1677 


- 

1678 


- 

1679 


- 

1 683 

- 

. 

1685-1689 


- 

1685 


- 

16SS 

- 

- 

1688 

- November, 

, 1688 

. 

. 

lGSO-1702 


- 

1GS9 


- 

1689 


- 

16S9 


- 

1689 


- 

1689 


- 

1690 

- 

- 

1692 

- 

- 

1692 

- 

- 

1692 


- 

1693 

- 

- 

1692 

- 

- 

1694 

- 

- 

1695 


1695 
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Peace of Pys'^vickj « 

Pirst Partition Treaty, - 
Second Partition Treaty, 
Grand xlihanco, 

Act of Settlement, - 
Anna ([ueen, - - _ 

War of Spanish Succession, 
Battle of Blenheim, 
Capture of Gibraltar, 

Battle of Itaniilhes, 

Battle of Almanza, 

Act of XTnioii, 

Battle of Oudenardo, 

Battle of Malplat|uet, 

Di\ Saclievereil’s Trial, - 
Treaty of Utrecht, - 


A.n 

1697 

1698 

1700 

1701 
1701 

1702-^1714 

1702-1713 

1704 

1704 

1706 

1707 

1707 

1708 

1709 

1710 
1713 


BATES OF CHIEF EVENTS UNDER HANOVERIAN 
SOVEREIGNS, 1714-1896.^^ 


Cxeorge I. king, - - . . 

First daooi^ite relielhon, 

Septennial Act, 

South Sea Scheme, 

‘Walpole xjrime minis tor, 

George IJ. king, . « . . 

Porteous Riot (Edinburgh), 

War of Austrian Succession, - 
Battle of Bettingen, 

Battle of Fontenoy, 

Young Pretender’s reheliion, - 
Battle of Prcstonpans, - 
Battle of Fallvirk, - - - - 

Battle of Culloden, 

Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 

New St3de (Calendar) adopted, 

Wi ilia ill Pitt (the elder) in ]iOwer, 
Seven Years’ War, 

Battle of Miiiden, - - - - 

Hawkek victory (Quiberon Bay), 
Battle ij£ Quebec, - - » 

Con <] nest of Canada, 

G-oorge III. king, - 
Capture of 3-tavana, 

Treaty of Paris, 

Prosecution of Wilkes, - ~ - 


1714 

1715 

1716 

1711-1720 

1721-1742 

1727 

1730 

1741-1748 

1743 

1745 

1745-1746 

1745 

1746 
1746 
1748 
1752 

1757-1761 

1756-1763 

1759 

1759 

1759 

176)0 

1760-1820 

1762 

1763 
1763 


I’or events in liuHan history see separate table, 
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DATES OF CHIEF EVENTS. 


A B. 

Grenville’s Stamp Act, 

Attack on tea ships in Boston harbour, - - - - 1773 , 

American Declaration of Rights, - - - r - - 1774 

War of American colonists, - - - - -*-1775 

Battle of Bunker’s Hill, “ - - - - - -1775 

Ameiican Declaration of Independence, - - July 4th, 1776 

British surrender at Saratoga, - - - - -1777 

Death of Chatham, - - - - - - - 1778 

British surrender at Yorktown, - - - - - 1781 

Defence of Gibraltar, ------- 1779-1782 

Rodney’s victory in West Indies, - - - - - 1782 

Gordon Riots (London), 1780 

Peace of Versailles, - - - - - - -1783 

William Pitt minister, 1783-1801 

Trial of Warren Hastings, 1788-1795 

French Revolution, - - - - - - -1789 

Execution of Louis XVI., - - - - - - 1793 

War with French Republic, 1703 

Lord Howe’s victory off XJshant, - - - June 1st, 1794 

Victory off Gajie St. Vincent (Sir J. Jervis), - - - 1797 

Mutinies at Spithead and Xore, 1797 

Battle of Camperdown (Duncan), - - - - - 1797 

Irish rebellion, - - - - - - - -1798 

Battle of the Nile (Nelson), 1798 

Legislative Union of Great Britain and Ireland, • - 1801 

Armed Neutrality (Russia, Sweden, and Denmark), - 1801 

Battle of Copenhagen (Nelson), 1801 

Peace of Amiens, -------- 1 802 

Napoleon Bonaparte emperor, - - - - May, 1804 

Battle of Trafalgar, October, 1805 

Death of Pitt, February, 1806 

Napoleon’s Berlin Decree, - - - - November, 1806 

Abolition of British Slave-trade, - - - - -1807 

Bombardment of Copenhagen (seizure of Danish fleet), Sept., 1807 
Peninsular War begins, ----- August, 1808 
Battle of Roliga, August, 1808 

Battle of Vimiero, ------ August, 1808 

Convention of Cintra, August, 1808 

Battle of Corunna, , - „ » . Januarf’', 1809 

Passage of the Douro, May, 1809 

Battle of Talavera, July, 1809 

Battle of Busaco, ------ September, 1810 

WelLington in lines of Torres Vedras, - - Octolicr, 1810 

Battle of Fuentes de Onoro, May, 1 Sli 

Battle of Albuera, ------- Ma>^ 1811 

Ciudad Rodrigo taken, January, 1812 

Badajoz taken, ------ - April, 3812 

Battle of Salamanca, July, 1812 

Battle of Vittoria, - Jmie, 1813 

San Sebastian taken, - - . . „ August, 1813 
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Battle of Toulouse, ... - 

War witli United States, 

Treaty of Ghent. ----- 
First Congress of Vienna, - - - 

Battle of Waterloo, - - - - 

Peace of Pans, - - . . - 

Second Congress of Vienna, - 
Bombardment of Algiers, 

Lord Sidinouth's Six: Acts, 

George IV, king*, - - - . - 

Cato Street Conspiracy, - - - - 

Corporation and Test Acts repealed, 
Catholic Emancipation Act |'>assed, 
William IV. king, - - - - - 

First Reform Act, - - - - - 

Abolition of Slavery in British dominions, 
New Poor Law, ----- 
Municipal Reform Act, - - - - 

Victoria c|ueen, . - - . - 

Cliartists give trouble, - 
xlnti-Oorn Law League formed, 

Repeal of Corn Laws, - - . - 

Sir Robert Peel died, - - - - 

Great Exhibition in Hyde Park, 

Duke of Wellington died, 

Crimean AVar, - - - - - 

Treaty of Paris, - - - . - 

Volunteer force established, _ - . 

Second Reform Act, - - - - 

Irish C] lurch Act (Disestablishment), 

Irish Land Act, ----- 
Elementary Education Act, - 
Ashantee War, ----- 
The Berlin Treaty, . - - - 

Zulu AVar, 

Boer War, ------ 

Egyptian AVar, - - . - . 

Soudan AVar, ------ 

Third Reform Act, - - - . 

Hr»me Rule Bill rejected in Common^, - 
Queen’s Jubilee celebrated, 

Home Rule Bill rejected in Lords, - 
Salisbury- Devonshire government, - 
Raid on the Transvaal, - 
Battle of Omdurman, - - - - 

Boer AVar, ------ 

Transvaal and Orange Free State annexed, 
Death of Queen Victoria, 


Am, 

- April, 1814 

- 1812-1814 

- December, 1814 

January, 1815 
June 18, 1815 

- November, 4815 

- 1816 
- 1816 

- 1819 

- 1820-1830 

- 1820 
- 1828 

- 1829 

- 1830-1837 

- 1832 

- 1834 

- 1834 

- 1335 
June 20, 1837 

- 1S37-1S48 

- 1838 

- 1846 

- 1850 

- 1851 

- September, 1852 

- 1854-1856 
March, 1856 

- 1859 

- 1867 

- 1869 

- 1870 
- 1870 

- 1874 

- 1878 

- 1879 

- 1881 
- 1882 

- 1884-1885 

. 1S84-18S5 

. June, 1SS6 

- June, 1887 

- 1892 

- 1895 

- 1896 

- 1898 

- 1899 

- 1900 

- 1901 
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BRITISH COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES. 


TABLE SHOWING HOW AND WHEN THE COLONIES AND 
DEPENDENCIES OF BRITAIN HAVE BEEN ACQUIRi^D. 

Fame. 

Aeeioa — 

Ascensi<?Ti, - - - - 

Oape Colony, 

East Africa, _ - - 

Gold Coast and Lagos, 

Mauritius, &c., - 

Natal, - - - - 

Niger Protectorate, 

St. Helena, - 

Sierra Leone and Gambia, - 
America — 

Bahamas, - - > - 

Barbados, - 

Bermuda, - - - - 


Canada Proper, - - - | 

Columbia, <Si:c., - . - - 

Dominica, ----- 
Falkland I. and South Georgia, - 
Fanning,Penrhyn,and Christmasl., Annexation, - 


Obtained by , 

Annexation, - 
Treaty cession, 

Cession to Company, 
Conquest and cession, - 
Conquest and cession, 
Annexation, - 
Cession to Company, 
Conquest, 

Transfer from Company, 

Settlement, - 
Settlement, - 
Settlement, - 
Conquest, 

Treaty cession, 

Transfer to Crown, 
Cession, 

Treaty cession, 


-GO 


Grenada, &c., 

Guiana, 

Honduras, - 
Jamaica, 

Manitoba, - 
Montserrat, &c., - 
New Brunswick, - 
Newfoundland, - 
N.'W. Territories, 

Nova Scotia, 

Prince Edward Island, 


Treaty cession, 
Conquest and cession, 
Conquest, 

Conquest, 

Settlement, - 
Settlement, - 
Treaty cession, 

Treaty cession. 
Charter to Company, 
Conquest, 

Treaty cession, 
Conquest, 


St. Christopher, N e vis, and Anguilla, Settlement, - 


St. Yincent, 

Tobago, St. Lucia, &:g,, 
Trinidad, - - - . 

Asia — 

Aden and Socotra, 

Ceylon, - - , . 

Cyprus, . , . , 

Hong Kong, 

India ^ (including Burmah), 
Labuan, 

North Borneo, 

Stmts Settlements, 


Date, 

1815 
1815 
1SS8 

1663-18G1 
1810-1814 
1843 
1884 
1673 
1807 

1629 
1605 
1612 
1759 
17G3 
1858 
17G3 
1770 
ISSS 
1763 

- 1803-1814 

1798 
1 655 
1813 
1632 
1763 
1713 
1670 
1627 
1713 
1745, 1766 

- 1623, ’25, 

1763 

- 1763-1803 

1797 


-63 

’59 


Cession, 

Cession and conquest, 

- Conquest, 

- (Aden) Conquest, - - 1839 

- Treaty cession, - 1801 

- Convention with Turkey, lii?^78 

- Treaty cession, - - 1841 

" Conquest, - - - Begun 1757 

- Treaty cession, - » 1847 

- Cession to Company, - 1877 

- Treaty t*ession, - - 1786-1824 

1 See separate table. 
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Name. 


OBTAINED BY 

Date. 

Australasia — 

Fiji, - 

Hervey Islands, - 
Kermadec Islands,” 


- Cession from the Natives, 
Cession, 

Cession, 

1874 

1S8S 

1886 

New Guinea, 

- 

- Annexation, - 

1SS4 

New South Wales, 

. 

- Settlement, 

1?S7 

New Zealand, 

- 

- Purchase, 

1S40 

Queenslmid, ^ - 

- 

- Settlement, - 

1S24 

South Australia, - 

- 

-* Settlement, - 

1836 

Tasinainu;, --- 

- 

- Settlement, - 

1803 

Victoria, 

- 

- Settlement, - 

1834 

Western Australia, 


- Settlement, - 

1826 

Europe— 

Gibraltar, - 

- 

- Conquest, 

1704 

Malta, &:c., - 

- 

- Treatj^ cession,, 

1814 


DATES IN INDIAN BISTOHY. 

First Charter ;^TauterI to the East India Company, - Deer., 1600 


First Factory established at Surat, - - . . . 1611 

Factory at Fort St. Getji'j^e or Madras founded, - - 1039 

Factory at Iloo^’li or Calcutta, 1642 

IJoinbtiy ceded ]>y the Portuguese, ----- 1602 

Calcutta imrchased, ------- 1608 

Clive takes Arcoi, - - - - - - - -1751 

Battle of ITassey, 1757 

French defeated at Wandewash ]>y Sir Eyre Coote,- - 1760 

Warren Hastings governor of ]5engal, - - - -1772 

Hyder AH defeated Porto No\o, ----- 1781 

War with Thppoo, 1790-02 

Seringa] )a.1, am stormed, ------- 1799 

Batik* of -Vssaye, 1S03 

Burmese War, - - - - . - - 1824-26 

Suttees aholishedj -------- 1829 

Afghan Wa.r, lS38-«42 

War in Scinde, 1843 

Kirst SikTi War, 1S45 

Sticoucl Sikh War, - - 1S4S 

Punjab annexed, - - - - - - - 1849 

Burmese AYar, - LS51 

i )ir»lh annexed, 1 856 

The Aluiiny, --------- 1857 

llie riovernment of the Ea.st India Company ceases, - 1858 

The Queen ]n*oclaimed Empress of India, « - - 1876 

Afghan War, 1S78-80 

Dpper Burmah annexed, - - - - ^ - 1886 

Relief and aiinexation of Chitral, - - - 1895 
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GREAT AUTHORS OF THE PERIOD. 


GREAT AUTHORS OF TPIE PERIOD. 


William SRakespeare (15G4-1616) 

Francis Bacon (i 561-1626) 

Jolin Milton (1608-1674) 

Jolin Bunyan (I628-1G88), . 

Jolin JJryden (1631-1700). 

Isaac Hewton (1642-1727) 

John Locke (1632-1704), 

Daniel Defoe (IG6I-1731), 

Joseph Addison (1672-1719), \ 
Richard Steele (1672-1729), / * ‘ 
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745), , . 
Alexander Fope (1688-1744), . . 

James Thomson (1700-174S), 

Samuel Richardson (ies9-iT6i 1 
Henry Fielding (1707-1754), 

Samuel Johnson (1709-17S4), 

David Hume (I7ii-i776), 

Laurence Sterne (1713-1768), 

Tohias Smollett (I72i-i77i), . 

Oliver Goldsmith (1728-1774), . . 
Adam Smith (1723-1790), .... 

Edward Gibhon (1737-1794), . . 

William Cowper (1731-lSOO), 

Robert Burns (1758-1796), 

Edmund Burke (1729-1797), 

William Wordsworth (1770-1850), 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834), 

Walter Scott (1771-1S32), 

Jane Austen (1776-1817), 

George, Lord Byron (1788-1824), 

John Keats (1796-I82i), 

Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822), . . 
Charles Lamb (1775-1834), 


. . . First Folio edition of Plays, 1623 
. ... Novum pigaiiitm, 1Q2Q. ^ 

. . Paradise Los^, 1667. 

ThePilgnm*&Progreiis{fiYst part), 1678. 

, . Absalom and Achitophel, 16S1. 

. . Pnncipia, 1687 

j Essay concerning the Human Under- 
1 standing, 1690 
. . Robinson Crusoe, 1719. 

( Tatler, 1709-11. 

I S'pectator, 1711-12. 

. . Gulliver's Travels, 1726 

. . The Rape 0 / the Lode, 1712. 

. The Seasons, 1727-30 
. Clarissa Marlowe, 1750. 

Tom Jones, 1749. 

{ Dictionary, 1755 (Boswell’s Life of 
Dr. Johnson, 1791). 

. . . History of England, 1754-61. 

Tristram Shandy, 1759-1767. 

.. . Humphrey Clinlcer, 1771 
. . The Vicar of Waleefield, 17GG. 

. . . The Wealth of Nations, 1776. 

< The Decline and Fall (f the Roman 
' * \ Empire, 1776-1788 

The Task, 1785. 

. . . First edition of Poems, 1780 
/ Reflections on the Fi'cnoh Revolution^. 
* ( 1700. 

The Excursion, 1814. 

The Ancient Mariner, 1708. 

.. Waverley JN^ovels, 1814-1831. 

. . . Pride amd Prejudice, 1813. 

. . . Childe Harold, 1812-1818. 

. Endyniion, 1818 

J The Cenci, 1819; Prometheus Un- 
( hound, 1820. 

. . Essays of Ella, 1823. 


Henry Hallam (1777-1859), Con&iUtdional History of England, 

Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), The French Revolution, 1837. 

Thomas, Lord Macaulay (1800-1859), .... History of England, 1848-61. 

John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), Political Economsf, 1848. 

Elimbeth Barrett Browning^(i809-iSGi . . Aurora Leigh, 1857. 

Charles Darwin (1S09-18S2), On the Origin of Species, 1859. 


Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892), 1855; Idylls rf the King, 

( 1859-85. 

Wmiam Makepeace Thackeray (1S11-1863), Vanity Fair, 1847-48. 

Charles Dickens (I8I2-I870), Pickwick Papers, 1837. 

Robert Browning (1812-1889), The Ring mid the Rook, 1S0S-6U 

Charlotte Bronte (1816-1855), Jane Eure, 1837. 

George EHot (Marian Evans) (1819-1880) Adam Bede, 1859. 

John Euskin (1819-1899), . 3fodern Painters, 1843. 


Herbert Spencer (1S20- 




System of Sym,thetic Philosophy, 
begun in 1862. 



vJames I. 

Chom35G6: reicmed i603-1R2j), 
man led Amie of Denmark: had sons 
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(bom 17*20: died 1788). 



2. Mouse of Manover (1714 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLES. 



Prince Edward Albeit, Prince Albeit Frederick^ Princess Victoria Alexandra, Prince Henry William, 

bomlSM Lomlbys IjoiulbS/. buinlDOO 



NOTES. 


Pn u;e 

12 Presbj’-terian form church govern- 
ment, tlie guvemiiiGiit of the church 
by prebhytei b oi elders. Ench t‘- 

giitiuii appoints its oiMi lututi^fn' and 
ciders, who form the Kli Ic-Session , its 
deacons ior the niaiiagemeiit of its fin- 
aneial altairs, and its representatives 
to the P/ chhiftci y, ''i’lio Jh esbj ter .sends 
represeiiiative.s to the General ..J.sse/n- 
or highest court of the church. The 
form of clmrcli government is, theie- 
fore, highly dcmueiaue. 

17. Elector Palatine, the J\iiatinaie lay 
along the lUiiiie. Its prince as “ Im- 
perial Stewaid” was one of the seven 
officers by whom the Eini>eror \^as 
chosen. The governor of a 
was allowed for state reasons to exer- 
cise “rojal” authuiiiy. 

IS. monopolies, the exclusive i>nvilege.s 
of selling certain articles. 

27. tonnage and poundage; a duty event- 
ually fixed at 3«, on evmy tun of wine, 
and 5 per cent on all goods imported. 

impeach, to bring to trial Imfore the 
TIou.se of Lords, the JluiLso of (Jom- 
ons being the prosecutor. 

31. martial law; the military authority 
which exists in tnne of war, and which 
suJjjects to the rules of war ijcrsons 
and their proiieities who come within 
the scope of the warlike operations. 

prorogued; adjourned fur a time by 
royal authority. 

S2. Calvinists; believer.s in the syateiu of 
doetiiiie.s taught by Calvin, a famous 
Protestant refonm'r and theologian, 
born at Noyon in Jlcardy died at 
Geneva in 16(51. 

33 Star Chamber; a court set up by 
Henry VIJ. It ^vas really a cmmuittee 
of the Priv^ Council, and ti»ok its name 
from the decorated room m which the 
court met. 

customs officers; the men whose busi- 
ness it is to see that the prescribed 
duty is paid on articles bri>ughi into 
the country for consumption. 


Pago 

33 at the bar of the House; the bar is the 
Ijaitition .seiKirating the body ol: the 
iEou.se, to ivliicli only the laeiiibcr:; and 
cleiks are admitted, irum u hiuall space 
just inside the door 'Jiio&e who have 
been guilty of a broach of the j>rivi- 
luges of the lioUrte aie summoned to 
tiic bar ior examination and ceiisme 

30 lawn-sleeves Slce\ e& of wiiite lawn 
foiiu a cliaractciistic p.irt ot the dress 
of lilbliops. 

40 Episcopacy, government of the church 
bj !>i&li(»p.s 

41. Act of Attainder, a law’’ declaring a 
liei'sun guilty, and prescribing Ins 
puiusinueiii witlumt trial 

44, privilege, the piivdeges oi ludivnliial 
mend Ids of parliament are freedom of 
speech and iierson, incliidnig treednm 
Irum arre.st under pruees.ses irom the 
courts of justice. 

44 tram-bands These i>artcKdv of the 
nature of both the militia and the 
YolunfceeiR, but were greatly w'unting 
in discipline and drill. 

Hampton Court; a rojal palace on the 
Thame.s. It was built by Cardinal 
Wolsey, and was a favourite resilience 
of James I. and William HI. 

lighters; large, open, flat-bottomed 
boats, used chiefly in loading and un- 
loading slnjj.s. 

05. mace; an oiTiamental staff placed on 
the table before the Speaker while the 
House of Cummuns is bitting, or borne 
before him as a. sign of his authority. 

04, Inquisition; an ecelesia.stical court of 
the Honyan Catholic Church, known also 
£iB the Holy Office, fur the suppression of 
heresy by the detection and punisll- 
meni of the heretics and by other 
means. 

06. Piedmont ; the north-western part of 
Italy, lying, a.s its name indicates, at 
the font of the mountains— the Alps 

00 Cheshunt; a town iii Hertfordshire, 
ou the river Lea. 

68. Convention ; a meeting of the Houses 
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NOTES. 


of Parliament without the summons of 
the sovereign. 

/O municipal officers j memhers of the 
town 'Council and servants of the cor- 
poration. 

7S. caTini . The accident that the initials 
of the names of Charles II. ’s chief 
ministers formed the word cabal, and 
the fact that that word has the meaning 
of an association of persons united for 
some secret and bad object, gave the 
opponents of Charles’s government 
the opportunity of scoring an effective 
point against it. 

75. Grand Pensionary; the state secretary 
for Holland during the time of the 
Bepublic of the United Provinces. In 
him was vested really, though not 
nominally, the chief power m the 
state 

Stadtholder. This was the name given 
to the President of the Bepublic of the 
United Provinces. The office became 
hereditary, and was vested in the 
House of Orange 

77. Habeas Corpus Act It takes its name 
from the two first words of the writ, 
Habeas Corpus ad subjiciendum {that 
you ham the body for submission to the 
court) The writ is addressed on pro- 
perly supported application by a judge 
to the person who detains another m 
custody, and commands him to produce 
the body in court, to state the reason 
for detention, and to submit to the 
decision of the court in the matter. 

7S. Whig; a name applied first to the 
Comnanters in the west of Scotland, 
who were driven to rebellion by the 
persecution they suffered in the reign 
of Cliarlcs II During the struggle on 
the Exclusion Bill, it was applied in 
derision to the country party, or sup- 
porters of the bill. The name was 
afterwards employed to indicate one of 
the great political parties in the state. 

Tory; originally an Irish robber. The 
name was applied by Titus Oates to 
those who disbelieved in the Catholic 
plot. In the disputes on the Exclusion 
Bill, It was used contemi uously to 
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designate the Court and Boman Ca- 
tholic Party From the time of William 
Pitt it was used to indicate an op- 
ponent oi the ’V^higs, 

SI nuncio ; ambassador from the Pope. 

82. lords-heutenant; officers appointed 
by the crown for the management of 
the militia and all military matters in 
a county. 

83 seditious libel ; the publication of un- 
true statements calculated to bring the 
government into disrepute and cause 
j>ublic disturbance. 

SG permanent officials ; these hold then- 
place so long as they do tlieir duty, 
whatever party may be in power. 

90. yeoman service , faithful and effective 
service. The phra.se takes its meaning 
from the bravery and efficiency of the 
English yeomen in the w-ars of the 
middle ages. 

94 financiers; men skilled in the man- 
agement of the jiublic revenues. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer ; the 
member of the cabinet uho acts as 
Minister of Finance. 

101. High Churchmen; members of the 
Church of England who hold exalted 
opinions regarding the authority of the 
church and the dignity of the priestly 
office, and attach great importance to 
‘Episcopacy" and the ‘Apostolic Suc- 
cession’. In doctrine and ceremonial 
they approach the Boman Catholic 
Church. The name came into use about 
the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. They believed in the ‘Divine 
Bight of Kings ’ and the duty of non- 
resistance, and desired the restoration 
of the exiled family. 

Low Churchmen; members of the 
Church of England who are opposed to 
the views of High Churchmen. They 
supported the Be volution and the Act 
of Settlement, and were opposed to the 
restoration of the Stuarts. 

110. law of gravitation; the principle 
that every particle of matter in the 
universe drags to itself every other 
particle with a certain definite force, 

111. misdemeanour ; a name applied to 
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the Climes and offences of minor im- 
portance, e.rj a libel, cV'c. 

112. felon> , originally tlie state of having 
forfeited lands, &c ,^to tne crown on 
being convicted of certain olteiices, 
iiou, a seiioiLs crime. 

115. pocket borough; a fjortmgh, the 
power of electing a member of parlia- 
ment for which uas in the hands of 
one or, at the most, of a few persons 

116. First lord of the Treasury. The 
head of the Treasury department Ata^ 
formerly the Lord High Treasurer. 
This office IS now jmt in eonmiisshm 
There are five commissioners. The 
first of tliese is the First Lor<I, who is 
always an inipoitant member ot the 
Cabinet, usually the prime minister. 

117. Brapier’s Letters. Swift wrote as a 
Dublin draper. 

120. excise , the inline given to the taxes 
laid on certain articles produced and 
consumed at home, e //. spirits, beer 
Certain licenses are also included in 
the excise duties, e g dug license. 

131. Indians. The name was applied to 
the natives of America by Columluis 
and others of the early explorers 
through a mfstalveii idea that they had 
reached a part of India 

132 court-martial; a court for trying 
naval or military oti'enees under the 
aiitliority ot the crown and the army act. 

Voltaire (Fran^mis Mane Arouet), 
born 1694, died 1778, the most cele- 
brated of French wntex's, and one of 
the m<»st voluminous He was re- 
nowned as a wit and poet, a dramatist 
and historian, a philosopher and critic, 
cornetcy; the rank of a cornet, the 
officer who carried the colours in a 
British troop of horse. 

133 militia ; a for('e enrullcd and trained 
as soldiers for the defence of the coun- 
try but nj.it kei)t permanently embodied 
in time of peace, or liable in time of 
war to serve out of the country. 

139 Mzam; the title of the Mcdiainmedau 
ruler of the kingdom of Hyderabad in 
the Deccan. 

Nabob; corruption of Nawah(sove- 
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reign or viceroj ), the highest title under 
a Mohammedan sovereign in India 

140 Sepoys; native soldiers in the IliitiSli 
ser\ ice. 

142. great Whig families; the powerful 
party among the aristocracy tavutirable 
to the Hevulution principles The 
Whig party was composed really of the 
great land-owners — the Cavendishes, 
ilussells, Bentincks, Pelhams, Ac — who 
•were aide with the help of the legal 
and commercial classes, by means oi 
their influence in the boroughs, to <ip- 
p(»se succes-stully the king supported 
by the smaller land-owners and the 
clergy 

143 Dowager; a miiue given to the widow 
of a person of lank The Princess 
Dowager was Augusta of Saxe-Gotha, 
widow of Fredeiick Prince of Wales. 

family compact; an agreement be- 
tiveen the kings of France and Spain, 
so called because both munarclis were 
descendants of Louis XIV. 

147. Lord Privy Seal The oflice is usually 
conferred on jieers of high lank, who 
are appointed to it liy letters patent. 
The holder of the office is a iiiember of 
the Cabinet Council He ns presumed 
to have charge of the iirivate seal of 
the sovereign, which gives autliority to 
the Lord Chancellor to affix the threat 
Seal to state documents. 

153, tactical slip ; a mistake made in 
handling soldiers of a fighting force in 
presence of the enemy. 

158 tithes; the tenth part of the profits 
of land and stock and the personal in- 
dustry of the inhabitants, set aside for 
the support of the clergy. 

iCS. Knights of St, John ; a famous mili- 
tary {ilid religiou.s order of the middle 
ages, institutetl in 1113. Their caiiture 
of Ehodea in 1310, and theirstand against 
the Turks for the next 200 years, gained 
them so great renown that, after they 
were compelled (1523) to surrender 
Khodes, the Emperor Charles V. as- 
signed them the island of Malta in 
1530. 

108. yeor .nxy; the name given to the 
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troops of horse levieil among country 
gentlemen and yeomen on the same 
principle as the volunteer companies. 

174 guerilla; irregular, carried on not by 
armies but by independent bands. 

176 peerage. The peerage consists of 
dukes, maripiises, earls, viscounts, 
barons 

180 Capitol, the building in %vhicli the 
United States Congress or parliament 
meets : so called after the temple and 
senate house of ancient Home. 

188. “double first”; a first class in the 
final examination for the degiee both 
in classics and mathematics. 

189 Orange associations, associations of 
Protestants, instituted in 1796, their 
chief object being to disarm the Catho- 
lics and to maintain the principles of 
the He volution. They derived their 
name from William of Orange. 

190 Home Secretary; the head of the 
state department concerned 'ivith the 
administration of the internal affairs 
of the kingdom. 

191. Irish franchise; the whole system of 
parliamentary elections in Ireland. 

194. second reading. In the Commons 
((t) a member has to obtain leave to 
bring in a bill ; (b) the bill is presented 
and read the first time; (c) it i.s ordered 
to be printed, and a day is fixed for the 
second readmg. This is the critical 
stage. If the reading is carried (d) the 
bill is brought before a committee of the 
whole House for amendments (^) It is 
then reported to the House and (f) read 
a third time, The procedure in the 
I^ords is similar, save that no leave has 
to be obtained for introducing the bill. 
When the bill has passed both Houses, 
and received the royal assent Tn the 
usual form. La reine (or le roC) le vexdt, 
it becomes law 

206 manhood suffrage; that every man of 
full age, not incapacitated as a crimi- 
nal or imbecile, should have a vote. 

vote by ballot; secret voting by 
means of a paper, marked only with a 
cross, and dropped into a locked box. 
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206 . property (iualifioation. Itwas enacted 
in the reign of Aime that no man could 
represent a county in parliaiiKuit unless 
he had an estate 4n lainl worth £600 a 
year, or a borough unless he had a 
landed estate of £300 a year 'Lins 
qiiahftcation was abolished in 1S58, 

equal electoral districts ; districts 
coiitaiiimg each neaily the same nuiu- 
ber of Voters, and each returning one 
member to i>arl lament. 

207. special constables Tn times itf dan- 
ger or disorder, magistrates liave the 
power of calling on any man of full age 
to become a special constable and assist 
in keeping the peace. 

212, coercion acts, acts suspending the 
ordinary constitutional liberties, or 
apxjlyiug exceptional legislation where 
the ordinary law is not sutlicienfc for 
the protection of life and projicrty. 

217. honours of war; the distinction, 
granted bomutimeo to a beaten foe, of 
marching an ay with colours flying, 
drums beating, and carrying their 
arms. 

224 violate the laws of caste. The Hin- 
doos are divided into certain castes or 
guilds. The members of each caste are 
of the same race, and usually follow 
the same occupation Each caste has 
its peculiar religious oliservances and 
social custonns, and has no social inter- 
ctmrsc with the others. Any person 
'who violates the laws of his caste be- 
comes an outcast from society. 

(Treat Hogul ; the name commonly 
given m England to the sovereigns (d 
Delhi. Under Akbar, in the sixteenth 
century, they made themselves rulers 
of the greater part of xiidia. 

240. Mahdi; the Mohammedan Messiah . 
Though not mentioned in the Koran, 
it la said that 2>Iahomefc proinise<l that 
the Mahdi should be sent t6(^‘CompIete 
his work, and fill the world as full of 
righteousness as it was then of iniquity. 

241. quixotic; aiming at visionary or un- 
attainable ends, like Don Quixote, the 
h«ro of Cervantes’ novel 




